
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 







■*? 



» Google 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by 



Google 



Sv/i-- 



//d.'/ ^a^f 



fhi^ /n-'/^'i^- 



/V A-v/ 



^ ^^ 







Digitized by VjOOQIC 






We have always had tixekindett feeling for oOr 
Wend, the editor of the North American, Even 
» his ^sent perversity, he has our sincere sym- 
pathy for the suffering he is compelled to endure 
Jrtth his new friends and fellow-laborers— and a 
good-natured regard on our part, which even his 
Abontion nltraisms, fugitive as we know they must 
be, cannot disajrm. Saying this, we may be per- 
mitted to call attention to the. unkind treatment 
whith he is receiving, and to the in^ti«e 
which is done to him. The Republi«an press of 
PhQadelphia, it seems, stood in need of invigora- 
tion. The viijerous abflity of Mr. FiLtiKmB's 
leading organ, the Inquirer, and the aeidnlatad 
rlietoric of the Iktilif JVcws, were too mufeh for th^ 
NoHh American, the Timea, and the £ulietin—md 
wi, it seems, help had to be sou^tfrom abroad.-* 
AccwNHn^, one of the T^bune editors, whoSe 
well known initials ar& W. EL R, is imported, an^J 
now, no doubt, controls and regulates the whole 
waps. Unhappily, thiis labor does not ei^ross his 
whole time, and he occasionally " does " the Phil- 
pdelphia correspondence of the Tribune. It is to 
Wen«idi|r'8 letter that we ei^cially invite at- 
tention. 1% occupies nearly two columns, and de- 
•wibes, in great detail, an eyater. sapper givoii a* 
Mr. Hehbt C. Carey's, on Monday night, where 
the guests were (the names are given, and kenoe 
we Tiobte no propriety in repeating them,) Senator 
WiLsw, *• who does not drink/' Morton McMi- 
CHUL,"who is a wit, and doe>s drink," How- 
ADJi Cu*Ti9, who favored the company 
with gome " eiasdo gushings," and Mr. 
Thomas Baich, wfeo is hajipily described as 



being "dea^hen EevdluUoMtfy faots, aad havingj 
been down among the dead men to some purpose."!] 
Not only is Mr. Cabby's private party enumerated,^ 
but a list of wines is furnished— the M^ttemich,') 
the^Gold seal, Ac, and the dishes a«e described! 
Glimpses of the conversation axe given, especially 
the- sprightly things said by the- iMtt^ and Mr. 
Balob's funereal memories— his feeeUeetMoi of his- 
tory, in which he is 'Mcath Upon fkcts"— but not a 
word is chronicled as Balling froi» tiie-Mpa of our 
brother 6f the Xorih American, The t^cord runs 
thus, in which it will bo aeen there is a pleas- 
ant and graceful mingling of ^ay and grave, sacred 
and profane, reed bird* and, IfeMxm^s^ Calcs 
i*d theBe^roiution, JSttiator WiMoW ftadkhe Ser-| 
mon on the M!ount ! : -< / .,^ 

!ISS?i5S?f ^^tl}°^^ there j«£re wbm iKMUbWs. 

**iirMinlHfl is a wit.' j»^- /r^ . ■ m 

.**BaloklrdeAth(m BevoIiitton«ry;pfiict%raDd hm been ( 

down among the deiui men to Bome pimpxni, ; t 

J-Wllson U venr:«ood GMipaii3F4*«s,n«9sy.M ifffteasr- 

giair. Commend me auclr oqbWersI HeavenhaTe 

ttefcy<inifce»r»onfaJ Bright eft*mplar of the Sermonv 

j-the-MounMike worWnigB of our poUtical Bvatem Y 

!e88«d are* the lowly, for tfiey shall be es&pM^ * *: ' . i 

Kosr,th«re is. something exquisite j» 'tj^ c(flSoci- 
tlon of the reed-birds and thil ^t, a^d ^e can kt 
«noe account for nothing eooaipg otfl of 'tiil Mc- 
Michael's mouth, gtlllit is not fair tjo make 
these revelations. Mr. Carey will not like it,; 
though he is reported, as is apt to be the case, at 
some length. Mr. Balch will not be pleased at the 
unkind reference to tig historical accuracy, and ^ 
Mr. Mc^CHAEL 5^U1 neyer be reconciled to the un- f 
natural attitude of sUenoe. Supper parties are, | 



^ -. „.- ^^ — r~^ — ^} 

however/2onsollng thipijgs,even if they are described 
in the newspi^n^ «^ the best thing we have 



\ 



heard of the Republican leaders hereabouts is, that * 
they all eat, some drink, though none are merry. ^ 
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GENEALOGICAL NOTICES 



or 



THOSE FAMILIES 



WHOSE MSBIBEBS HAVE, MORE OR LESS, CONTRIBUTED 

vo not 

FOLLOWING CORRESPONDENCE. 



William Shippen,* of Yorkshire, England, (gentleman,) 
had issue — 

Two sons, which died young : 

A daughter, m. to Mr. Lejbourne, of Yorkshire ; she 
died there : 
He had also, William Shippen, afterwards Rector of 

St. Mary's Church, Stockport : 
Edward Shippen, b. 1639, who emigrated to America, 
and was the founder of the family here.f 

* MS. Pedigrees which formerly belonged to the late Judge 
Teates, Judge Shippen, £. S. Burd, &c. Bible Entries of Joseph 
Shippen, (son of Edward, the emigrant,) now in possession of Col. 
John Hare Powel. Hazard's Reg. IV. 241, (reprinting from the 
Portfolio :) < A gentleman of fortune and family, in the county 
York.' 

f It will be seen by the following pages that Mr. Griswold has 
been misled (Eq>ttbliean Courts p. 16) as to the pedigree of Edward 
Shippen. 
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The particulars of the first William Shippen's parentage, 
biith, marriage, death, or place of residence are unknown. 
In the Memoirs of James Logan,^ his son Edward is made 
to say, that ^ Alethej' was, at the time of his birth, the 
residence of his father. This, however, is presumed to be 
a misprint, or an error of the copyist ; there being no such 
place, as far as ascertained. It is conjectured, from the 
name, that the family was originally of Flemish or Dutch 
extraction; a conjecture to which some countenance is 
given by the circumstance that the part of Yorkshire in 
which Mr. Shippen is supposed to have lived, — that lying 
between Pontefract and Wakefield, — had many Flemish 
families settled in it; so much so, that Bigland, says,f 
'The Don.' 'This last part is called the Dutch River, 
' being a canal cut by Cornelius Yermuiden and his Dutch 
' and Flemish settlers.' 

That the vicinity of Pontefract or Wakefield was his place 
of residence, appears reasonably certain from the fact, that 
his son, ' William, was elected to the scholarship in Uni- 

♦ Edward Shippen was father-in-law to Thomas Story, and went 
early into Pennsylyania from Boston, whither he had gone from 
England in 1675. There he was persecuted for his religion, as a 
Friend, and receiyed from the zealots in power, a public whipping. 
He was very successful as a merchant in Philadelphia, and amassed 
a large fortune, etc. He retained a strong interest towards his fel- 
low professors in old England. In a letter to William Ellis, dated 
27th of Seyenth Month, 1699, he alludes to his having forwarded 
for poor Friends, a present of gold. ** I have sent by our dear 
Friend, Aaron Atkinson, 12} ozs. of gold. It cost here £76 10s. 
currency. I suppose it will sell in London for something above £60 
sterling, the which I haye desired Aaron to sell ; and I leave the 
disposing of it to thee and him, among poor Friends, where there is 
most need, and where it may be most helpful." He adds, " and if 
there be a meeting at Alethey, where I was bom, I desire to know ; 
and whether they be in want." — Memoira of James Logan, by WU- 
son Armistead, London, 1851, p. 89, (n.) 

f * History; of Yorkshire,* p. 900, London, no date. — Thome. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



▼il 

' versity College, Oxford, to which natives of Yorkshire are, 
* alone, eligible ; and a preference is given in the first in- 
' stance, by the college statutes, to all persons who are either 

< natives of those localities, or who have been educated at the 

< Grammar School, in one of those two towns.'^ 

1653, May 26, his son, the Rev. William Shippen, was 
matriculated at University College, Oxford. 

1656, January 29 : took his degree of A. B.f 

1657, July 22, elected to Scholarship. 

1659, June 16, elected Fellow of Union College. 

1659, received degree of A. M. 

1663, elected Proctor. 

1668, resigned. 

*He was afterwards Proctor of the University, 1664, J 
' and at length Hector of Stockport in Cheshire ; and author 
' of " the Christian's Triumph over Death,'' a sermon 
^ preaohed at the funeral of Bichard Leigh, Esq. He is 

< D. D. not of this University, if I mistake not, but by the 
' diploma of Dr. Wm. Sancroft, Archbbhop of Canter- 
*bury.'§ 

The family here have no information as to the date of his 
birth or marriage. He died in 1693, and was buried under 
the chancel of the Church. From what Lord Mahon says, || 
he was probably not a man of wealth, but left rather an 
indifferent estate. 

♦ Rev. Dr. Qresswell to Bishop Doane. MS. in possession of Mr. 
J. Francis Fisher. 

t 2 Wood's Fasti Oxon. 126. 

X Ibid, 111, 167. 

J Extracts from Printed Register of Oxford. Dr. Gresswell. MS. 
2 Wood eiL ante, 126. 

II History of England, (8d ed.) III. jl. 80 
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In the Bible-entries of his nephew^ Joseph ShippeUi son 
of Edwardy it is stated, ^ My relations in England are mj 

* uncle, William Shippen's children : 

^ 1. EoBBBT Shippbn, DoctoT of Divinity. 
* 2. William Shippen, Doctor of Law, and a parliament- 
man. 
'3. Edward Shippen, a Physician. 
'4. John Shippen, a Spanish merchant' 

1. Egbert Shippen, of Brazennose College, Ox- 
ford, received 1693, July 22, the degree of A. M. 

1699, July 4, made D. D., and was subsequently prin- 
cipal of Brazennose, and Vice Chancellor of Oxford Uni- 
versity. There is said to be a fine bust and monument of 
him, yet remaining in that College. There appears to have 
been a certain degree of intimacy between Robert and his 
cousin Joseph ; but his letters, as well as those of Joseph, 
are lost. His bookplate is preserved in the American 
branch of the family, and bears underneath the coat of 
arms, the following inscription : 

"Eobertus Shippen. S. T. P.'' 
**Coll. iBn: Nas: Principalis.'' 

2. William Shippen, the " downright Shippen '* 
of Pope,^ the famous leader of the Jacobites, m. Frances 
Stote, d. of Sir Bichard Stote f Of him and his wife 
Lord Mahon thus speaks : 

^ Shippen, whom the public voice still proclaimed as 
' the great leader of the Jacobites, was thought by them 

* I love to pour out all myself, as plain 
As downright Shippen, or as old Montaigne. ^ 

POPI. 

♦ Burke's Landed Gentry. ». v. Bewicke. Mr. Burke calls him 

* WiUiam Shippen, the patriot.' 
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' so weak as to be left out of all their consultations.* Ship- 

* pen, at this time,f was sixty-eight, and his energy, per- 
' haps, much impaired.^ But as it seems to mo, even his 
' earlier reputation grew much more from his courage, his 
' incompatibility, his goodhumored frankness of purpose, 
' than from any superior eloquence or talent. Horace Wal- 
' pole, the younger, describes his speeches as spirited in sen- 

* timent, but generally uttered in a low tone of voice, with 

* too great rapidity, and with his glove held before his 

* mouth : § certainly not the portrait of a great orator. It 
' is said, that he had some skill in poetry, yet it does not 
' seem that he was known or prized by any of the eminent 

* men out of the House of Commons. His father was Kector 
' of Stockport, and his paternal inheritance had been small : 

* he acquired, however, an ample fortune by marriage. His 
' wife was extremely penurious, and, as a relation gently 
' expressed it, " with a peculiarity of temper, || and unwil- 
' ling to mix in society. She was much noticed by Queen 
' Caroline, but steadily declined all connection with the 
' Court. Shippen, himself, like Pulteney, was not free from 

* the taint of avarice ; when not attending Parliament, he 
' lived chiefly in a hired house on Richmond Hill, and it is 
^ remarkable, that neither of these distinguished politicians, 
' though each wealthy, possessed that chief pride and delight 
' of an English gentleman, a country seat.'' '^ 

* History of England, IIL p. 80. (8d ed.) and anth's oit 
t 1740. 

% Stuart papers. Lord SempUlV Letter, June 18th, 1740. 
2 Coxe*8 Memoirs of Walpole. I. 672. 

[I Judge Willes, her grand nephew. Coxe*8 Walpole, L 678. 
Shippen soryiTed her soTeral years, in full possession of her fortone. 

If Coxe's Walpole, I. 678. As to Pulteney, see Pope to Swift, 
May 17, 1789— Swift's Works, XIX. 291. 

1* 
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Whether or not^ Lord Mahon, who claims to present a 
fair and impartial narrative to his readers^ has done full 
justice to Shippen, may be a question. That Shippen pos- 
sessed, in^ a high degree, all the virtues ascribed to him by 
the historian, is, of course, unquestionable. The courage 
and integrity which animated him in such dangerous and 
agitated times, were truly noble ; such as neither danger could 
daunt, nor temptation undermine, nor discouragement dimi- 
nish.* With what a fine spirit does he protest against a 

♦ * For my part I am not ashamed nor afraid to afi&rm, that thirty 

* years have made no change in any of my political opinions ; I am 

* now grown old in this house, but that experience which is the con- 

* sequence of age has only confirmed the principles with which I 

* enter'd it many years ago ; time has verified the predictions which 

* I formerly utter'd, and I have seen my conjectures ripen*d into 

* knowledge. I should be therefore without excuse, if either terror 
' could affright, or the hope of advantage allure me from the decla- 

* ration of my opinions ; opinions, which I was not deterred from 

* asserting, when the prospect of a longer life than I can now ex- 
\ pect might have added to the temptations of ambition, or aggra- 

* vated the terrors of poverty and disgrace ; opinions, for which I 

* would willingly have suffered the severest censures, even when I 

* had espoused them only in compliance with reason, without the 

* infallible certainty of experience. Of truth it has been always 
' observed. Sir, that every day adds to its establishment, and that 

* falshoods, however specious, however supported by power, or esta- 

* blished by confederacies, are unable to stand before the stroke of 

* time : Against the inconveniences and vexations of long life, may 
' be set the pleasure of discovering truth, perhaps the only pleasure 

* that age affords. Nor is it a slight satisfaction to a man not 

* utterly infatuated or depraved, to find opportunities of rectifying 
' his notions, and regulating his conduct by new lights. But much 

* greater is the happiness of that man, to whom every day brings a 

* new proof of the reasonableness of his former determinations, and 
< who finds, by the most unerring test, that his life has been spent 

* in promotion of doctrines beneficial to mankind. This, Sir, is the 
' happiness which I now enjoy, and for which those who never shall 

* attain it, must look for an equivalent in lucrative employments, 

* honorary tides, pompous equipages, and splendid palaces. These, 
' Sir, are the advantages which are to be gained by a seasonable 

* variation of principles, and by a ready compliance with the pre- 
' vailing fashion of opinions ; advantages, which I indeed cannot 

* envy, when they are purchased at so high a price.* — Debates in 
Farliament, (1741-2,) pp. 102, 108. 
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standing army, though his earnest efforts against ^ a burden 
' heavy and dangerous to the people ' had so often failed. 
^ Sir ; I now stand up to make my anniversary oration 
^ against a -standing army. I have made one and twenty 

Sbippen's character and conduct are so well illnstrated in the 
report of the proceedings, when he was sent to the Tower, that I 
can not forbear giving it. Parlt Debates, 1717, Dec. 4, p. 20, &c. 

' In this speech, Mr. Shippen oyershot himself so far in his ex- 
' pressions, as to give too much advantage against him, to such as 

* perhaps were not over-backward to lay hold of it : His words that 

* gave the offence were to the following purpose, That the second 

* paragraph of the Kings* speech seemed rat?Ur to be calculated for the 

* meredian of Germany, than Great Britain ; and that Hwas a great 

* misfortune^ That the King was a Stranger to our language and con^ 
*■ stitution. These expressions gave offence to several members, and 
' in particular to Mr. LechmerCf who having taken them down in 

* writing, urged, * That those words were a scandalous invective 

* against the King's person and government, of which the house 

* ought to shew the highest resentment, and therefore moved, That 

* the member who spoke those offensive words should be sent to the 

* Tower.* Mr. Lechmere was seconded by Mr. Cotcper, brother to 

< the Lord Chancellor, and back'd by Sir Joseph Jekylly and some 

* others : Upon which Mr. Robert Walpole said, * That if the words 

* in question were spoken by the member on whom they were 

< charged, the Tower was too light a pimishment for his rashness ; 
' but as what he had said in the heat of this debate might have 

* been misunderstood, he was for allowing him the liberty of ex- 

* plaining himself.' Mr. SneU, Mr. Hutchinson, and some oth^er 

* gentlemen, spoke also in behalf of Mr. Shippen, intending, chiefly, 

* to give him an opportunity of retracting or excusing what he 
' had said ; which Mr. Shy!>pen not thinking proper to do, several 
' speeches were made upon the question, Whether the words taken 
' down in writing were the same as had been spoken ? A gentleman 

* having suggested. That there was no precedent of a censure passed 

* on a member of the house, for words spoken in a Committee, Sir 

* Charles Hotham produced instances of the contrary; and, on the 
' other hand, Mr. Shippen having maintained what he had ad- 

* vanced, it was, at last, resolved by a majority of 196 voices 
' against about 100, That the words taken down in writing were 
' spoken by Mr. Shippen. It was then about nine o'clock in the 

< evening, and it being moved and carried. That the Chairman leave 

* the chair ; Mr. Speaker resumed his place, and Mr. Farrer 

* reported from the said Committee, < That exceptions having been 

* taken to some words spoken in tiie Committee, by William Ship- 
*pen, Esq., a member of the house, the Committee, had directed 

* him to report the words to the house.' Which being done accord- 

* ingly, and candles ordered to be brought in, Mr. Shippen was 
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' already, of which fifteen have never been seconded, and 

* this will probably be the sixteenth.'* Not the less, though, 
was he bound to do his duty. 

But courage, integrity and good temper, though sufficient 
to render him a prominent actor amongst the Jacobites, were 
not enough to constitute him their leader in a body like the 
House of Commons; that too, during a long service of 
many years, with such men as Walpole, Pultney, Stanhope, 
Barnard, as associates and antagonists. He must have 
had, as the debates fully show, both the sagacity and the 
eloquence of an accomplished statesman. 

Perhaps Lord Mahon's judgment was warped by the fact, 
that Shippen was at the head of the commission appointed 
to examine and sift General Stanhope's accounts, as Envoy 
and as Commander-in-Chief.f However candid or correct 
his recital may be as to other matters, it looses those cha- 
racteristics whenever the individual or the subject touches 
the house of Stanhope or the American Bevolution.| His 
partiality for his family is a weakness excusable in the eyes 
of many ; and harmless, except where it presents his story 

* heard in his place, and then withdrew. After this it was moved, 

* that the question might be put, * That the words spoken * by Wil- 

* Ham Shippeuj Esq., (a member of this house) are highly dishonor* 

* able to, and unjustly reflecting on his Majesty's person and govem- 

* ment." Which occasioned a debate that lasted 'till past 11 o'clock ; 

* when the question being put, was carried in the affirmative by 175 

* voices against 81 ; and thereupon ordered, *That William Skip- 

* pen, Esq. .be, for the said offence, committed prisoner to his Ma- 

* jesty's Tower of London^ and that Mr. Speaker do issue his war- 

* rant accordingly.' — Debates in Parliamentf 1717-21, (Dec. 4, 
1717,) p. 20. 

* Parlt. Debates, 1739, p. 138. See also his speech in favor of 
Triennial Parliaments. — Debates in Parliament, 1716, p. 464. 

t 1 Mahon's Eng. 109. 

J Some of the errors as to this country, to be found in his work, 
have been exposed by that learned and accurate American An- 
tiquary, Mr. Peter Force, in an able and severe critique. 
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to the injury of otbers. Such is the casQ as to the cha- 
racter which he has drawn of this * Parliament man ;' * 
and though not disposed, to use his own words, and say 
' that it implies not merely literary failure, but moral 
guilt ;'f we may at least protest against the manner in which 
be appears to * lower the fame of a political adversary/ J 

3. Edward Shippen, of Brazennose College, 
received 1693, July 22, the degree of A. M. He was a 
Physician, and is supposed to have married, Frances, d. 
of Peter Leigh, of Lyme, widow of Sir Gilbert Clarke.§ 

4. John Shippen, was, as already stated, accord- 
ing to his cousin Joseph's bible-entries, a Spanish mer- 
chant; and was baptized 1678, July 5, by his father, in 
Mary's Church, at Stockport; and was British Consul at 
Lisbon. 

It would also seem that he had a daughter named Anne ; 
for Edward Willes, son of the Lord Chief Justice Willes, 
m. Anne niece of William Shippen, M. P. She d. 1799, 
leaving issue. || 

* < Honest Will Shippen/ as he was called, or 'Downright Ship- 
pen,' as Pope terms him, was a zealous Jacobite member of parlia- 
ment, possessed of considerable talents, and a vehement opposer of 
Sir Robert Walpole's government. He, however, did justice to that 
able minister, for he was accustomed to say, * Robin and I are 
honest men ; but as for those fellows in long perriwigs' (meaning 
the Tories of the day,) Hhey only want to get into office them- 
selves.' He was the author of a satirical poem, entitled, * Faction 
Displayed,' which possesses considerable merit. — D. [Shippen 
was bom in 1672, and died in 1743. Sir Robert Walpole re- 
peatedly declared, that he would not say who was corrupted, but 
he would say who was not corruptible— that man was Shippen. 
His speeches generally contained some pointed period, which he 
uttered with great animation. He usually spoke in a low tone of 
voice, with too great rapidity, and held his glove before his mouth. 
— Horace Walpol^t Uttert^ ed. by Lord Vover, I. 101, (note.) 
London, 1840. 

f 1 Mahon. Introd. 2. 

X 1 Mahon. Introd. 2. 

I Burke's Land. Gent. «. t;. Tatton. 

II Burke's Land. Gent. a. v. Willes. 
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Edtyard Shippen, son of the first mentioned Williamj and 
the founder of the family in America, 
1639, was born in Yorkshire, England, 

1668, emigrated to Boston : persecuted into removing 
169o-4, to Philadelphia, where, 

1712, October 2d, he died, M. 73. 

Of his history in England, nothing is known except 
that he was bred to mercantile pursuits, in which he en- 
gaged after his arrival in Boston : very successfully too, 
as it appears, that he was, on removing to Philadelphia, 
computed to be worth at least £10,000 stg. — a sum by 
no means inconsiderable in those days, particularly in a new 
country. His sagacity and ability largely increased his for- 
tune during his residence in Philadelphia. 

1669. He was a member of the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company, and in 

1671, married Elizabeth Lybrand; which marriage, it 
is conjectured, led to his embracing Quakerism : and, so 
zealous was the convert, that we find 

1677, Aug't 16. Governor Coddington of Rhode Island, 
in a letter from Boston, under this date, mentions that on 
the 9th of that month, Shippen, together with others, was 
arrested for attending Friends meeting, and 'publickly 
' whipped, and again on the next day of Public worship, 
* when he suffered in the same way/ That Shippen had 
the courage not only to suffer as a martyr, but also to defy 
his oppressors, is shown by the following extract from 
Thomas Story's Journal.'*' 

* Thomas Story's Journal. London 1718, pp. 195-6. See also 
pp. 223-26. See also Southey's Cora. Place Book. 
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1699. 'And the next day, accompanied by some friends, 
' we went to Boston : near which, on a green, we observed a 
< pair of gallows ; and being told, that was the place where 
' seyeral of our friends suffered death for the truth, and had 
' been thrown into a hole, we rode a little out of our way Ur 
' see it : which was a kind of pit, near the gallows, and full 
' of water, but two posts at each end, which had been set 
'there by Edward Shippen of Philadelphia, a reputable 
' Friend, formerly of Boston : who would have erected some 
' more lasting monument there, with leave of the magistrates, 
' but they were not willing : since it would too frequently 
' and long bring to remembrance that great error of their 
' ancestors, which could not now be repaired : so that he had 
' only leave to put down those posts, to keep the place in 
' remembrance^ till something further might be done, at a 
' time when it might be less obnoxious/ 

Great as were the persecutions which he, together with 
his unfortunate fellow 'sectaries,' endured at the hands 
of the Pilgrim Fathers and their descendants, yet he con- 
tinued in Boston ; for 

1687, Sept. 12, during Andross' usurpation, he pre- 
sented a petition to Sir Edmund, upon consideration of 
which the following order was made : 

'That whereas Edward Shippen of Boston, Merchant, 
' hath by his petition set forth that for many years past he, 
' and those under whom he claims, have been possessed of 
' a certain house and ground wherein he now liveth : one 
'other house and ground in the occupation of Thomas 
' Savage : one other house and ground in the occupation of 
' George Dawson : several warehouses and grounds belonging 
' thereto; and about four acres of ground in pasture ; all 
' within the town of Boston ; and moreover petitions to have 
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' them confirmed to him : Whereupon the Governor, Sir 
' Edmund Andross, ordered them to be sarvejed, so that a 
' patent for them might be granted unto him.'* 

Besides the above mentioned houses, warehouses, lots 
and pasture, there belonged to Mr. Shippen several wharves, 
somewhere near Fanueil Hall, known in the last century as 

* Shippen's Wharves ;' but now far inland, and covered 
by well built streets, in consequence of the extensive fillings 
up, which have so much expanded the limits of Boston. 

1689-90, March 14. It appears from the record of the 
Council and General Court, ' that Mr. Edward Shippen, 

* now intending a journey to Pennsylvania, be desired to pur- 
' chase fifty barrels of gunpowder, if there to be had ; and 

* more, if it can be bought at a reasonable rate.' A very sin- 
gular commission : one more suitable to the ancient artil- 
leryman than the twice-flogged Quaker. 

1692, June 16. Mr. Shippen is mentioned as the bearer 
of letters from Easton, Secretary of Rhode Island,f to 
Addington, Secretary of Massachusetts.! 

16,93-4. The persecutions of the Quakers in Boston 
reached such a pitch, that Mr. Shippen was driven into 
taking refuge in Pennsylvania. § 

It may have been that he was banished, such having been 
a usual mode of punishing the Quakers; or as these 'jail- 
^ings, whippings, and banishments' were frequent, and 
occurred ^ in season and out of season,' not only in conse- 

* Petitions of this kind were abundant about this time, as Go- 
vernor Andross denied that the holders of Real Estate had any legal 
claim to it. J. B, Felt. 

f Mr. Shippen had married his second wife in Rhode Island, 
about a year before this, as will be presently seen. 

% Mr. J. B. Felt says he can find no further records. 
J Dr. W. E. Homer says, * he was inyited by Penn.* Address, 
j-c. m Hazard's Reg. X. 66. 
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quenoe of provocations by the Quakers themselves; but on 
the mere 'appearance of a meteor in the heavens/ Mr. 
Shippen may have grown 'weary of well doing' as a mar- 
tjT; and so betaken himself to a government less disposed 
' to promote the Beformation of manners/"^ 

It would seem to have taken him about a year to effect the 
disposal of his estate in BostoUi and transfer it to Philadel- 
phia. In this latter city, Mr. Shippen's wealth and character 
speedily obtidned for him such position and influence, that 

1695, July 9th, he was elected speaker of the Assem- 
bly : and William Penn named him in the Charter^ 

1701, Octr. 25, as the first Mayor of the City of Phila- 
delphia. Penn, as is well known, gave the most anxious 
consideration to his selection of officers to govern the new 
city. He thoroughly appreciated the importance t)f a cor- 
rect choice. It was, to borrow a military phrase, the base- 
line of his operations. The success of his whole enterprise 
turned upon it : the consciousness of which, apart from any 
other motives, political or philanthropic, was sufficient to 
stimulate him to the utmost caution and deliberation in his 
choice of incumbents. In Shippen, he found a man of cou- 
rage, energy, integrity, intelligence and sagacity; whose 
unspotted moral character was ample earnest to the citizens, 
that the executive power would be exercised with the strictest 
justice and fidelity; whose active businessjiabits and bravery 
equally assured them of the chief magistrate's resolution 

* Oldmixon. Vol. I. p. 112. 'Another persecution. I mnstnot 
' forget, that upon the appearance of a meteor here, the magistrates 

* wrote a circular letter to the Elders and Ministers of eyery town, to 

* promote the reformation of manners — a good work certainly with 

* or without a comet, which if it prognosticates any thing, I should 
' rather incline to think it ought not to be applyed to a new perse- 
< cution of Baptists and Quakers, whom they did not indeed hang, 
'but ruined many honest men, says the Beyerend historian, by 

* Bnes, imprisoments and banishment,* &c. 
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and promptness : whilst his high social position gave 
dignity to the office. 

1702-4. He was President of the Governor's Council. 
In this last year^ he contracted his third marriage^ which 
led to his separation from the Society of Friends. After 
which he appears to have retired altogether from pahlic 
life ; except that he continued to advise upon puhlic affEurS; 
as we find from Penn's letter, dated 24th 5th mo. 1712, 
where Mr. Shippen is addressed, in connection with LNorris, 
T. Story, &c.* 

1712, Octr. 2 : He died in Philadelphia, aged 73. 

No one could wish to detract in the slightest degree from 
Penn's merits; hut we are taught to render ^ honor to 
' whom honor is due.' In doing so, we must needs say that 
a great, if not the greatest portion of the glory of huilding 
up the Commonwealth which was 'founded hy deeds of 

* peace' is due to Shippen, Norris, and Logan, and men like 
them : the men, who here, in the new country itself, fostered 
commerce, developed the resources of the province, set the 
best of examples, by disdaining no proper toil in their 
respective vocations, yet neglected not the refinements and 
graces of letters and polite society.f 

* 1 Watson's Annals, 83. He also served in the City Counoils*- 
Watson makes an error, I. 623. He says that in 1709, Mr. 

Shippen petitioned Common Council to remit a fine of £7 10 for an 
assault and battery •n Thos. Clark, Esq., one half remitted on his 
paying other half. It was Edward Shippen, Junr. — Minutes of 
Council, p. 63. 

f The following extracts serve to show the style in which Mr. 
Shippen lived : 

* There are very fine and delightful gardens and orchards in most 

* parts of this country ; but Edward Shippen, who lives near the 

* capital city, has an orchard and gardens adjoining to his Great 

< House, that equalizes, if not exceeds, any I have ever seen ; having 

< a very famous and pleasant summer-house erected in the middle 

< of his extraordinary fine and large gardens abounding with tulips, 

< pinks, carnations, roses (of several sorts), lilies, not to mention 
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1671. Edward Shippbn's first wife was Elizabeth 
Ljbrand of Boston. They had issue, 

1. Frances, b. at Boston, Feb. 2, 1672. d April 9, 1673. 

2. Edward, b. " Octr. 2, 1674. d. Nov. 2, 1674. 

3. William, b. " Octr. 4, 1675. d. 1676. 

4. Eliza, b. Augt., 1676 d. an infant. 

5. Edward, b. at Boston, Dec. 10, 1677-8. 

d. at Philadelphia Dec'r. 26, 1712 : 
He married Anna Francina Vanderheyden, near Bohe- 
mia Biver, Maryland, daughter of Matthias and Anna 
Margaret Vanderheyden.* They had issue, one daugh- 
ter, Margaret, m. to John Jekyll, Esq. a younger 
Brother of Sir Joseph Jekyll, (Master of the Rolls and 
Secretary of State to Queen Anne,) then Collector of 
the port of Boston. After Mr. Jekyll's death, she 
lived, as a widow till about the year 1750, in Phila- 
delphia,f where she died. She was handsome, wealthy 

* those that grow in the fields.* — Gabriel Thomas* Account of Penn- 
sylvania — London, 1698. p. 48. 

* This venerable edifice long bore the name of " the Governor's 

* " House." It was built in the early rise of the city — received then 

* the name of " Shippey's Great House," while Shippen himself was 

* proverbially distinguished for three great things — "the biggest 

* ** person, the biggest house, and the biggest coach." 

* It was for many years after its construction beautifUUy situated, 
'^nd surrounded with rural beauty, being originally on a small emi- 

* nence, with a row of tall yellow pines in its rear, a full orchard of 

* best fruit trees close by, overlooking the rising city beyond the 
' Dock creek, and having on its front view a beautiful green lawn, 
< gently sloping to the then pleasant Dock creek and Drawbridge, 
'and the whole prospect unobstructed to the Delaware and fiie 

* Jersey shore. It was indeed a princely place for that day, and 

* caused the honest heart of Gabriel Thomas to overflow at its recol- 

* tion, as he spoke of it in the year 1698.'— TTatoon, (2 ed.) I. 368. 

* Her sister ^riana was m. to James Frisby, of Sassafras River, 
Md. Mrs. Shippen was godmother to their child, Francina Augus- 
tina Frisby. — MS. pedigree compiled by Judge Brice of Baltimore, 
now inpoetession of Br, Caspar Morris, of Philadelphia. 

f In Second street, just below the Shippen or Government House, 
in a house still standing ; after her death the residence of Thomas 
Fisher, grandfather to J. Francis Fisher, Esq. 
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and very fashionable.* Of her descendants there is 

found only the following. 
1758; July 19. Fanny Jekyll was m. to William^ son 

of Edward Hicks, Esq.f 
A Mr. Jekyll also appears as one of the sabscribers to the 

< Falls Kshery/ 1763. J 

* < I haye also preserred a card of admission, of the year 1749, 
'addressed to Mrs. Jejkell, a ladj of pre-eminent fashion and 

< beauty, the then leading lady of the ton. She was the grand- 

< daughter of the first Edward Shippen, a mayor, merchant, and 

< Quaker. She was married to the brother of Sir Joseph Jeykell, 

< the secretary of Queen Anne ; and when in her glory in Philadel- 

* phia, she dwelt in and owned the house next southward of ** £d- 
**<ward Shippen*s great house** in south Second street, where is 
'now Nicholas Wahi's row,*-— WaUon, (2 ed.) L 285. 

f Chief Justice Shippen to his Father. July 20, 1768. 

X The MS. list of subscribers, the rules to goyem themj and * a 

* bill of fare* of one of their entertainments, are worthy of preser- 
vation. They are as follows: 

<A List of Gentlemen proposed to be subscribers to the Mount 
Regale Fishing Company for 1763. 
His Honour The GoYcmor, 21. Mr. Allen, 

1. Mr. Gilbert Berkley, 22. Mr. Bache, 

2. Mr. Benj. Chew, 23. Mr. Clymer, 
8. Mr. WilL Coxe, 24. Mr. Chapman, 
4. Mr. John Coxe, 25. Mr. Clifton, 

6. Mr. Redmond Conyngham, 26. Mr. Dickinson, 

6. Mr. Dayid Franks, 27. Mr. Turbutt Francis, 

7. Mr. Tench Francis, 28. Mr. Hopkinson, 

8. Mr. John Gibson, 29. Mr. JeykiU, 

9. Mr. T. Gilbert, 80. Mr. Kidd, 

10. Mr. B. Levy, 81. Mr. Chalmers, 

11. Mr. Arch. McCall, 32. Mr. Meredith, 

12. Mr. John Lawrence, 83. Mr. R. Morris, 
18. Mr. John Relfe, 84. Mr. Nixon, 

14. Mr. Edward Shippen, 85. Mr. Nesbit, 

15. Mr. Richard Stevens, 86. Mr. Robt Ritchie, 

16. Mr. George Smith, 87. Mr. Smythe, lawyer, 

17. Mr. Jos. Swift, 88. Mr. Joseph W. Shippen, 

18. Mr. Tilghman, 89. Mr. Jos. Shippen, Junr., 

19. Mr. T. Lloyd, 40. Mr. Willing, 

20. Dr. Shippen, Jr., 41. Mr. Peter Wikoff, 

42. Mr. Alex. Wilcox. 



' Falls Fishery f at Peter Robinson's. 
* To be commenced on Thursday, the 6th of June, and to continue 
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6. Joseph^ b. at Boston, Feb. 28; 1678-9. of whom, more 

presently. 

7. Mary, b. May 6, 1681. d. 1688. 

8. Anne, b. at Boston, June 17, 1684. m. at Phila. 10th 

eTery other Thursday, till the last Thursday in September, incln- 
siye. Tickets to be sent to any Ladies or Gentlemen, Strangers 
that are in town, by the managers, not exceeding gentlemen at 
one time. 

* The Wine and Spirit to be provided in bottles with sealed corks, 
and to be sent to Peter Robinson, who is to be allowed a profit, on 
each bottle of Wine, Is. 6d., on each bottle of Spirit, Os. 6d., and 
on the whole quantity of Sugar bought of 4d. per lb., and 6d. per 
head for each person present, for Uie tea table, the Company to 
find the Tea. 

* Mr. Robinson to furnish Lemons, and to be allowed 60 per cent, 
profit. 

* Dinners to be prepared for 80 persons by Mr. Robinson, who is 
to be allowed Is. 6d. per head, whether that number be present or 
not. If more than that number be present, he is to be paid at 
Is. 6d. per head. 



A small round of Beef, stuffed, - • - 

A loin of Veal, 12 J lb. a 8d., 

8 Chickens, roasted, - - - - 

2 Tongues, a 2s. 6d., - 

Beef Steaks, 10 lb. a 8d., ") These two to be sent out 

Liye Fish, if to be had, j undressed. 

Beans, Peas and Sallad, ... 

Cherry Pie, - - - - 

4 Quarts Rasberries or Strawberries, 

1 Cream Cheese, - - - - 

1 doz. large Spoons, - - - - 

J Gallon Spirit, - - - - 

Biscuits, - . - - - 

1 Loaf Sugar, which you must send to Mr. Meredith's for, 

Lemons, 

Bread, - - - - 



• For my trouble, - - - - 

£3 17 5 
*Me. Bubks: — ^Please procure the above articles against Tuesday 

• next, and I will take care to see you p^d for them, and am 

Your humble seryant, 

• Philada., July 2d, 1768. NATHL. CHAPMAN. 
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July, 1706. Thos. Story, d. $. p. She was buried in 
Friends' New Burying Ground, in Phila. 
Mr. Story was first Recorder of the City of Phila., Mas- 
ter of the Rolls, and Keeper of the Great Seal. He 
came out from England in 1699. By his marriage, he 
received a large property ; part of which was the large 
house in Second street, afterwards sold to James 
Logan, afterwards pulled down to afford the site, in 
part, of the present Bank of Pennsylvania. After her 
death he returned to England, and subsequently re- 
conveyed this estate by his will to his wife's family.* 
In 1706, he was chosen Mayor, but on refusing was 
fined £20 by the Council.f His career is so well known 

*Db. Sib: — Please to pay Mr. Bums £3 17s. 6d. for the within 

* Bill for Mt. Regale Fishing Cympany, and charge it to that ac- 

* count 1 am, sir, 

Tour most humble servant, 

* To Joseph Shippen, Esq. NATHL. CHAPMAN. 

Philadelphia, 8th July, 1763. 

'Received, August 16, 1768, of Joseph Shippen, Jr., £3 178. 5d. 

* in full of the within account. JAMES BYRNE.' 

This was a different * Fishing Club' from that still in existence. 

* Edward Shippen to Chas. Willing. 

* Lancaster, Sth April, 1754. 
'Dear Sir: — ^Your favor of the 27th ulto. did not come to hand 

* till last Saturday night. Kepler keeps letters sometimes a month 

* in his drawers. I have several letters by me from uncle Thomas 

* Story, in which I can find nothing relating to the London Company 

* except the following paragraph, dated at Carlisle, in Cumberland, 

* in April, 1742 : «* I have about one hundred and two shares of the 
« " lands and interest in the London Company, which my friend, 
« " John Estaugh, very well knows cost me very dear, and much 

* " trouble, I am thy loving uncle, Thomas Story." 

* I think you have a copy of the will or else I would trouble the 

* bearer with it. I have no other papers or writings relating to 

* that affair. We enjoy our health very well, and are going next 

* week to pay our children a visit at Shippensburgh. We conclude 

* with our best regards to yourself, sister and cousins, as if parti- 

* cularly named. 

Your affectionate brother-in-law, 

EDWARD SHIPPEN.' 
f Minutes of Councils^ p. 42. 
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through his Journal, that it is unnecessary to say more 
of him. He was not regarded as a sufficiently fashion- 
able match, by some of the family.* 
1690, Edward Shippen, m. 2dly. at Newport, R. I, 
Rebecca Kichardson, widow of Francis Kichardson of New 
York, merchant, by whom, he had issue, 

Elizabeth, b. 1691. d. 1692, about which time also 
Mrs. Shippen died. 

1704. Edward Shippen. m. 8dly. Elizabeth James, 
widow of Thomas James, of Bristol, England, (her maiden 
name was Wilcox,) by whom he had 
John, died an infant 

William, d. 1731, aged about 25 years. He d. ». p. and 
left the large estate, bequeathed to him by his Father, 
to a half brother or sister ex parte materna, through 
whom it was transmitted to the Powel family, and 
formed the principal portion of their landed estate.f 

* Extract from a letter of Isaac Norris, now (1856,) in pos- 
Bession of Dr. G. W. Norris : 

* 11th 5 mo. 1706. 

• T. Story and Ann Shippen were married yesterday. Ned was 
« at the wedding, but Joe appears so disgusted, that nobody can 

* reconcile his actions to reason. He went to New Castle to be out 

* of the way.' — See also Life of Logan, p. 19, (cit ant.) 

f Mr. Fisher's MSS., Judge H. Shippen's MSS., &c. 
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Joseph Shippbn, before mentioned^* was b. in Boston, 
February 28, 1678-9; m. at Boston, July 28, 1702, 
Abiqail Grosse, dau. of Thomas and Elizabeth Qrosse. 
She d. June 28, 1716, at Philadelphia. 

In 1704 he removed to Philadelphia; thence, after his 
first wife's death, to G^rmantown, where he resided in the 
house now known (1855) as ^ the Buttonwood Tavern,' until 
his death, which occurred in 1741. After the death of his 
first wife, he m. 2dly. Mrs. Bose Plumley, by whom he had 
no issue. She was the mother of Sarah Plumley, who was 
m. to his son Edward. 

Of his first wife, Abigail Grosse, but very little is known. 
Her connexions in Boston appear to have been most re- 
spectable. Tradition says, with what foundation cannot 
now be accurately ascertained, that she was a near kins« 
woman of Gov. Bowdoin's wife. During a long series of 
years her children kept up a friendly intercourse with their 
relatives. 

Augt. 9, 1725. Edward Shippen, (the above mentioned 
son of Abigail and Joseph,) then on a visit to Boston, 
writes to Miss Plumley, to whom he was engaged and after- 
wards married :— * All last week I was visiting my friends. 
^ I believe there never was a more loving and kind people 
^ in the world. My grandmother lives handsomely, but has 
^ nothing to spare except good will and kindness, until she 
' dies. All my aunt's and uncle's daughters are extraordi- 
* narily well married. They get me to dinner at one place 
' to-day, then make me promise to dine at another to-mor- 
'row, and to sup at another; and so they carry me about. 
♦ Ante, p. xxL 
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' I have a maiden aunt who lives with my grandmother^ the 

* verj image of my own mother. Both of them bid me 
' remember their kind love to you/ 

Nov. 26, 1753. Edward Shippen, (eldest son of Abigail 
and Joseph,) writes to his ' Dear Cousin,' Thomas Fayer- 
weather, at Boston, a most confidential letter as to family 
a£fairs, in reply to one of the same character. 

Octr. 5, 1774. Chief Justice Shippen, writing to his 
father at Lancaster, says — 'Cousin Tom Greenough from 
' Boston dined with me last week. He made me promise 
' to transmit to you his hearty love.' 

Octr. 16, 1775. Mr. Fayerweather, then at Cambridge, 
(near Boston,) writes to the same Edward Shippen, thanking 
him for a letter of introduction presented by ' Cousin Burd.' 

A Mr. Erving appears to have been a near.kinsman. The 
same Mr. Erving would also seem to have been a brother-in- 
law of Governor Bowdoin.* 

Of Mr. Shippen himself there remain but few memorials.f 
The only letter from him which has been preserved, so far 
as is known, is the following. It shows him to have been 
an industrious, energetic man. It was written, as will be 
seen, when he was more than sixty years of age. 

* 'She was certainly related to Gov. Bowdoin by his mother; 

* also to the Eryings, (Mr. Erving, our minister to Spain some years 

* ago, and Col. Erving of the U. S. Army were of this family.*) — Mr, 
Fisher' 9 MSS. * Gov. Bowdoin m. Elizabeth Erving.*— J^on. R. C, 
Winthrop. 

f The following notice of *the Buttonwood,* appeared in the edi- 
torial columns of the Germantown Telegraphy March 13<A, 1855 : — 

* An Old Soldier. — A few days ago, one of the old trees which 
' had for some years given up the ghost, standing in front of the 

* Buttonwood Hotel, opposite this office, was removed, and we pre- 

* sume * cast into the burning.* The other, which had been its 

* companion for about eighty years, still stands, alive and well, in 

* all the majesty of its prime, it having recovered from the disease 
' which so seriously attacked this kind of tree all over the country, 
' some five or six years ago.' 

2 
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' Son Edward : — I have finished mj hay and have 
' reaped my wheat. I am getting it in to-day, and am cut- 
' ting my rye, and must pay my men. When you was here 
' last, I told you I must come to town for rent. You said 
' you would help me to get it. Joe has been here since, 
' and I told him the same. So I desire you will speak to 

* him and bring me up £20 this afternoon, for I cannot 

* leave my people. 

^ I am your loving father, 

^JOSEPH SHIPPEN.' 
Mr. Shippen may be justly included amongst ' the men 
' of science' of his day. He was a member of ' The Junto/* 
and bestowed much attention upon such pursuits ; amongst 
others, practical anatomy.f 

Mr. Shippen had by his first wife the following children : 

1. Edward, b. in Boston, July 9th, 1703 ; of whom more 

presently. 

2. Elizabeth, b. in Philadelphia, April 17, 1705; d. 

June 8th, 1714. 

* *The Junto was instituted by Dr. Franklin in 1727, for mutual 

* information and the public good. Nearly, if not all, were born in 

* the sarae year, 1706. The association consisted of Benjamin 

* Franklin, Joseph Shippen, Hugh Roberts, William Coleman, Philip 

* Syng, Enoch Flower, Joseph Wharton, William Grifl&ths, Luke 

* Morris, Joseph Turner, Joseph Trotter, Samuel Jervis, Samuel 

* Rhodes, Joseph Brintnall ; also Nicholas Scull, William Parson, 

* and Thomas Godfrey. — hazard's Register, XV. 184. See also 
Sparks' Franklin, I. 83. 

f ' It is most probable that here he (the elder Shippen) acquired 

* those ideas of the importance of the study (Practical Anatomy), 

* which induced him to press upon his son the propriety of making 

* himself master of the science, in order to the establishment of 

* those lectures he afterwards so ably delivered.' — Contributions io 
the Medical History of Pennsylvania by Dr. Caspar 3IorriSj 4 Haz. 
Reg. 332. 

His portrait is in the possession of Miss Burd^ at her house in 
Chestnut street. ^.^ 
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3 Joseph, b. in Pbiladelphia, Nov. 28th, 1706; d. June 
1793. He m. Mary Kearney. His only son, Joseph,* 
d. July, 1766. His daughter Kitty was m. to a Mr. 
Wallen of Jamaica, and d. shortly afterwards. In 
1742 (Oct. 5th,) he was elected to the City Council, 
in which he served for some years.f He went, in the 
family, by the name of ' Gentleman Joe,' by reason 
of the gay, luxurious life which he led ; and which, 
as appears from his brother's letters,| wasted his 
patrimony. He subsequently removed to Qerman- 
town, where he died. 

'4. William, b. August 31, 1708 ; d. Deer. 29, 1710. 

5. Anne, b. August 5, 1710; m. to Charles Willing. Of 

her more hereafter. 

6. William, b. October 1, 1712. Of him more hereafter. 

7. Elizabeth, b. Sept. 28, 1714; d. Deer. 3, 1714. 

* Most probably the * Joseph W. Shippen* who subscribed to the 
Fish Club, {antey p. xx.) 

f Minutes, 417. • 

% BDWABD SHIPPIN TO OH. J. SHIPPEN, AT PHILABBLPHIA. 

* Lancaster^ Ibtk December, 1763. 

* Dear Son : — That eyening I left you I lodged in Germantown 

* with my poor disconsolate brother. I let his wife know she must 

* instantly change her most unkind behayiour to him or he would 
'become broken-hearted, and then she would lose soon a most 
< affectionate husband, and their children a most tender father. 

* The Doctor is to sell the house wherein T. L. liyes, and Mr. Mo- 
' land is to be paid, and one or two more, and then my brother's 
' creditors are all to be called together and some method proposed 

* for payment, and when his creditors meet, it will be proper for 
' yourself and Mr. Plumsted, and also the Doctor, to be present, 

* that the creditors may be preyailed upon to giye time for the dis- 
<posal of things; for this is not a proper season to sell.* Also 
Edward Shippen to Thomas Willing, Lancaster, 11th January, 1764. 
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Edward, tlie eldest cliild of Joseph and Abigail Shippen, 
was b. in Boston, July 9, 1703; m. at Philadelphia, 
Sept. 20, 1725, to Sarah Plumley, dau. of Charles and 
Rose Plumley. She was born in Philadelphia, Nov. 
8, 1706; d. April 28, 1735. They had issue, 

1. Elizabeth, b. Aug. 17, 1726; d. Aug. 29, 1726. 

2. Joseph, j . _b. Sept. 1727. 

3. William, J d. same month. 

4. Edward, b. Feb. 16, 1728-9 : afterwards Chief Justice 

of the State of Pennsylvania. 

5. Sarah, b. Feb. 22, 1730 : afterwards the wife of Col. 

James Burd. 

6. Joseph, b. Octr. 30, 1732 : afterwards Colonel under, 

and Secretary to, the Province of Pennsylvania. 

7. Rose, b. Sept. 10, 1734 ; d. an infant. 

Mr. Shippen m. 2dly, August, 1747, Mary Gray, dau. of 
William and Mary Gray. She was b. in London, January 
13th, 1705-6, and d. at Lancaster, May 3d, 1778. The 
two or three of her letters yet remaining, and the affec- 
tionate terms in which she is always mentioned by her hus- 
band and step-sons, warrant us in believing her to have been 
a most estimable woman * By her, Mr. Shippen had no 
children. 

Mr. Shippen was brought up as a merchant by James 
Logan, and was in business (1732)f first, as Logan & Ship- 
pen, and afterwards, in 1749, with Thomas Lawrence in the 

* ' Peggy and the baby are well. Molly is its name, for mam- 
*iny's sake.' — Ch. J. Shippen to his Father^ Augt. 25, 1767. Col, 
Shippen also called a daughter * Mary,' after her. 

f I have before me a curious bill against * the Proprietors,' * for 
* sundrys sent to Stenton for the I>ela wares,' Sept. 7th, 1732. 
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far trade, as Shippen & Lawrence.* He was elected, Oc- 
tober 3, 1732, to, and served for many years, in the City 
Council, and in 1744 was Mayor of the City. In May, 
1752, he removed to Lanca8ter,f where he was appointed 
Prothonotary, and continued such till 1778. He had large 
transactions as paymaster for supplies for the British and Pro- 
vincial forces, when commanded by Gen. Forbes, Gen. Stan- 
wix, and Col. Bouquet ; and managed them with so much in- 
tegrity as to receive public thanks.;]; He was a county judge 

• The following extract from Mr. Swift*s MSS. serves to show 
the profits realized on merchandise in those days. It is taken from 
a letter dated 20th September, 1747, written by Mr. John Swift to 
a correspondent in England : 

' The China I sold altogether at 167} pr. ct. ; Damasks, 26 yds. 

* sold at 76«. ; ditto 40 yds. 183«. 4cf. ; broad Don Camblett 182«. ; 

* Boyled ditto £8 68. ; Silk Camblettees B2s. Qd, ; Women's thimbles 
' 12*. ; Lovers* knots. No. 20, at 80«., yd. wd. ; Stanetts 88«. ; Ser- 

* pentines, No. 22, at 88*. ; plain Camblettees, 41 yds. at 85«. ; 
' Tammys at 58«. The men's gloves won't sell. Sealing Wax 6«. ; 
' black Ribbon 16«. ; Doke William Ribbon, and the platted Ribbons 

* sold at 200 pr. ct ; Caps of all sorts at 176 pr. ct. ; Men's stock- 

* ings, No. 1, at 47 1. ; shaded duroys at 44«. ; stars and garters, No. 
« 31, at 88«. ; plain Camblettees, No. 32, at 60«. ; Ivory Combs at 
' 200 pr. ct. ; Horn ditto at 2«. 9d^ ; Ink powder -at 9«. and 10«. pr. 
*doz.; 3-4 Checks at 2t. Sd., 2«. 2d,, 2s. Id. and 2t. pr. ell; 6-4 

* ditto 4«. 2d, pr. ell: yd. wide ditto at 28. 7d. pr. ell; new fash- 

< ioned Diapers, 16 yds. at 41«. ; Flowered quilting, 20 yds. at 64«. ; 

* Spotted Rugs at 200 pr. ct. ; Felt Hats at 200 pr. ct ; Pins at 

* above 200 pr. ct. ; India Pictures at 10«. ; Chamber Glasses at 70«. ; 
' 2 of the large Sconces I sold for £23 ; the works of charity at 29«. 
' each. The Dowlas sold at 176 pr. ct. ; Long Lawns at 176 pr. ct. ; 
' Printed Calicoes, 12} yds. sold at 66«., 648, and 63«.; do. 2 colors, 
' 18 yards, 80«. ; purple ground, 18 yds. 86« ; Linen handkf. 2«. ; 
' Chintz Ponabaggarrees at 28«. and 30«. ; the i ps. Chintz Dor- 
' gurrees at 248. and 26«. ; Niccanees at 32«. ; Cotton Romals at 

< 23«. ; Silk Romals at 80«. and 82«. 6d, ; Bandannahs at 63«. and 
<64«., all sold; Nuns thread sells but low at don the number; 
« Rolled tapes, No. 19, at 10«. ; do. 29, at 18«. ; Dutch pretties 14«. ; 

* Writing paper 208. and 28«., only three rms. unsold. Shallons, No. 
« 28, at 80*. ; do. No. 22 at 76«., 4 ps. unsold.* 

f Hence generally designated as 'Edward Shippen, of Lan- 
caster,' to distinguish him from the others of the same name. 

Chief Justice Shippen to his Father, in a letter dated May 10th, 
^ , expresses great gratification at 'having settled your accounts. 
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under both the Provincial and State governments. In early 
life he laid out Shippensburg, with so much judgment as to 
its situation and advantages for settlers^ that it speedily grew 
to be a flourishing village. In 1746-8 he was one of the 
founders of 'The College of New Jersey/ at first located 
at Newark, subsequently (1753) at Princeton, now so well 
known and honored as Nassau Hall, and was one of its 
first Board of Trustees; a position which he resigned in 
1767, after twenty years' service.* Nor was this his only 
service to the cause of education } the value of which bis 
own accomplishments enabled him fully to appreciate.f 

'and receiTed the thanks of the General:' imd in another, dated 
May 2Sthy 1760, he says, * General Stanwix told me, he never saw 

< fairer accounts, and that his Majesty himself and the whole army 

* were greatly indebted to you.* 

* Catalogut CoUegU Neo-CcesarieruiSf mdcccliv. 

f He was also one of the subscribers to the Philadelphia Academy, 
which became afterwards the University of Pennsylyania. — Charles 
Thomson to Col. Shippen^ January 31, 1755. 

He was, amongst other things, a fine French scholar, — a rare 
species of knowledge in those days, — and got, through his son 
Edward, many of the letters found in French vessels, taken by the 
privateers. 

■DWABD SHIPPBN, JB., TO HIS FATHER. 

« PhUaddphia, June 23<f, 1768. 

* HoH*D Sir : — You wrote me to send you the French letters that 

* came in the prize. I would cheerfully have procured them for you 

* if there had been any, but the French Captain, when he struck, 
'threw overboard every letter. There is a French flag of truce 

< taken in our bay, by the Spry privateer, as she was running sugars, 

< but you know she can contain no letters. 

< We have no news, but are in daily expectation of hearing from 

< Louisburg. Our kind love to mammy, sister, &c. 

* I am, dear sir, your affectionate and dutiful son, 

* EDWARD SHIPPEN. Je.' 
Some of these letters are quite curious. Amongst them is one, 
translated by Mr. Wm. Duane, which gives some insight into the 
manners of the day, and the intercourse then existing between the 
people of France and her colonies. 

*Near Loutshurg, May 26, 1744. 

* Sir and Dear Friend :— I have just received the letter of the 

* 11th of last February, in duplicate, which you do me the honor 
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His public duties as a citizen^ Mr. Sbippen^ as is shown 
by the foregoing condensed statement, discharged in a man- 
ner eminently praiseworthy and honorable. In his private 
intercourse, he showed himself virtuous and upright. Mr. 

* to write me. The critical time in "which we now are here, to learn 

* by the first vessels that will arrive from Europe the declaration of 
' war between France and England, which appears inevitable, and 

* the fear that the Datch will join this latter crown against us, ac- 

* cording to the last news which we have just received of the engage- 

< ment of our Brest squadron, joined to that of Spain, against Ad- 
' miral Mathews, to which is added that the Toulon squadron is 

* about to carry over the Pretender into England with some troops 
' to support his party in that nation and place him on the throne, 

* no longer permit me to spend this year in France, as I had previ- 

* ously signified to you, and I cannot even think of making this 
« voyage until we have a certainty of peace at least with the mari- 

* time powers, so that this motive prevents my deciding positively 

* upon the proposal that you make me, besides the fact that you do 
' not tell me if the 50,000 French money that are asked for are pay- 

* able in cash at the celebration of the marriage, or if it is meant, 

* as I suppose, that this sum shall be discharged in many payments 

* made annually. This is what you would oblige me by explaining 

* in your first (letter) in reply. 

< I can assure you, my dear friend, in advance, that this alliance 

* is infinitely flattering to my daughter and myself, and that we are 
' very sensible of the honor which Mons. and Madame De Launcey 

* do her in asking her in marriage for their nephew. If it were not 
» for this uncertainty of war I would not hesitate to go to France 

< next spring, if the parties should agree after having seen each 

* other, and I do not think that there would be the least obstacle on 

* my daughter's part, if the gentleman is known to you. See, my 

* dear friend, if he intends waiting until we shall have a certainty 

* of peace ; without that, I cannot expose myself to proceeding to 
« France, and in one word that is the essential point of all. The 

* business may perhaps be arranged in the interval of time that will 
' elapse until I receive your reply thereupon. This is what I can 

* do for my daughter. I will give her for a dower the fifty thousand 
« livres French money that are demanded of me, payable 10,000 in 

* cash at the celebration of the marriage, and the 40,000 remaining 

* four years afterwards in one payment, and I will pay besides an 

* annual income of two thousand livres in France, (and every year 
*in advance,) by way of interest for the long time that I take for 

* the payment of the 40,000 livres. And you will observe that if I 

* gave the 60,000 of the dowry in cash, I would still have to make 

* use of it in real estate that will not produce the income that I offer 

* above, and which seems to me much more advantageous to the 
' gentleman. 
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Lawrence blames him for being ' too religious/ His piety 
never degenerated into ascetecism.* 

As a busband and a father he was affectionate and indul- 
gent ; manifesting at all times a tender solicitude for the 
temporal advancement and moral health of his children. 
He was most anxious to preserve their love for each other 
in its fulness and integrity after his death. To prevent, 
therefore, its being impaired by anything concerning the 
distribution of his property after his death — that most pro- 
lific source of alienation and controversy in families — ^he 
submitted his proposed will to his two sons ; who, to their 

' Finally, if my proposal suits the parties interested, you have 

* only to acquaint me with it promptly, and draw up the form of 

* the contract which they wish to have made, which you will have 
' the kindness to send me in duplicate, that I may make my arrange- 

* ments thereupon, and send you a positive answer. 

* It now remains for me to give you all the thanks that I owe you 

* for the continued proofs that you give me and my daughter of 

* your friendship. I assure you that our gratitude on this account 

* is most lively, and no one has a more inviolable attachment. 

* Sir and dear friend, 

* Your very humble and very obedient servant, 

•DISS AT. 
' Accept also Madame Thomas Des Yeaux* thousands of assurances 

* of respect from my daughters and all my family. Present them 

* also, I pray you, on behalf of my daughters and myself, to Mon- 

* sieur and Madame De Launcey. 

* The vessels wherein this present (letter) and its duplicate will 

* go, having postponed their departure until to-day the 10th of June, 

* we have just learnt by two ships from Nantes and two from Bor- 
' deaux, which arrived at the Cape two days ago, that the king of 

* France-Jias declared war against England, and that he also wishes 
' that the Dutch should declare themselves for or against. Behold 

* all that I feared besides has happened ; so, my dear friend, there 

* is no longer any way of thinking of the project of marriage in 
' question, now that they are unwilling to await the return of peace, 

* which perhaps will be nearer at hand than they suppose. God 

* grant it I DISS AT.* 

* The first mention which I find of Mr. Shippen's participating 
actively in church affairs is, that, September 17th, 1730, he took 
his seat as an elder in the Synod of Philadelphia. — Records Fres- 
hyterian Churchy 98. 
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honor be it said ! fearing that he had not given their sister 
quite enough; suggested an addition to her portion. A 
codicil, prepared by his son Edward, increasing her share 
in his estate, was accordingly signed.* 

Mr. Shippen's advanced age prevented his taking any 
very active part, except as a committee-man, during the 
Revolution. His judgment was fixed as to the rights of the 
Colonies, and his sentiments were warmly expressed in 
behalf of his country, not only during that eventful contest, 
b«t throughout that long period of oppression and resistance 
which preceded the final struggle.f He did not live to hear 
of the surrender of Cornwallis, but his faith in the success of 
the righteous cause seems to have never once wavered. J 



Edward, the eldest son of Edward Shippen and Sarah 
Plumley, was b. Feb. 16, 1729, at Philadelphia. 
' Edward Shippen,§ the subject of this memoir, followed 
^ the honorable course of his father, and fully sustained the 
^ reputation derived from him. Having completed his ele- 
' mentary education with distinguished diligence and success, 

* Judge Yeates to Ms father-in-law, (Col. Burd,) Sept'r 25th, 
1781. 

f See his letters ^awtm. 

J His portrait, also, is in the possession of Miss Burd. 

g There are various biographical sketches of him ; one of which, 
taken from the National Portrait Gallery, is reprinted here, as being 
better than any which I could present. It follows that written by 
Dr. Charles Caldwell, Portfolio^ 1810. Hazard's Reg. IV. 241, as 
to Judge Shippen' s lienage, and accordingly makes ^e same error 
in confounding Edward Shippen, of Lancaster, with Edward, who 
emigrated to America. I give Dr. Caldwell as the writer of this 
sketch, in the Portfolio^ (reprinted in Hazard^) on his own authority: 
Autobiography of Dr, Caldwell^ 430, (Philadelphia, 1856.) His por- 
trait, by Stuart, is in the possession of Miss Burd, at her residence 
in Chestnut street. 
2* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' he commenced the study of the kw under the direction of 

* Tench Francis, Esquire, then the attorney-general of Penn- 

* sylvania. In 1748, Mr. Shippen, having prosecuted his 
' legal studies for about two years, went to London to com- 
' plete them in the Temple. In our day, this is no longer 
' necessary ; nor indeed are our American youth required to 
' go abroad for instruction, in any of the learned professions 
' more than in the mechanic arts. After spending two years 
' in London, not in frivolous dissipated pursuits, but in the 
' acquirement of the knowledge of his profession and the 

< general cultivation of his mind, Mr. Shippen was admitted 
'a barrister of the Middle Temple; and he returned to 

< Philadelphia, to commence his career of life, and enter 
' upon the duties of a lawyer and a citizen. He was so 

* occupied, when the war of our revolution interrupted the 
' civil pursuits of our citizens, and suspended, more or less, 

* their private business.* 

* On the happy conclusion of this momentous struggle, 
' the departments of government, as well as the occupations 
' of the people, returned to their regular action and course. 
' To furnish the judiciary with men of suitable qualifications, 
' as to character and knowledge, was obviously an object of 
'primary importance. Professional learning and moral 
' integrity in the administration of the laws, were indispen- 
' sable to secure the public confidence for the courts of 

* CH. J. SHIPPEN TO EDWARD SHIPPEN, AT LANCA8TEB. 

* December Blst, 1776. 

* HoN*D SiE : — I did not receiye your favor of the 16th inst. till 

* yesterday. It has been laying in Dr. Shippen's honse ever since 

< it came — the Doctor himself having rode to Bethlehem at the time 
' of the alarm. 

* I still keep my family near town, at my place near the Falls of 

* Schuylkill, where I purpose to spend the winter, keeping only a 

* maid servant in the house in town, to prevent its being filled with 

* soldiers.* 
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' justice ; and in searching for them^ Mr. Shippen could not 

* be overlooked. He wad accordingly appointed president 
' of the court of common pleas of the county of Philadel- 
' phia, a place of high trust ; and was also the presiding 
'judge of the court of quarter sessions for the city and 
' county. These appointments were made under the consti- 
'tution of the state, adopted in 1776. A more perfect 
' organization of the judiciary was made by the constitution 
' of 1790. 

' In 1791, Mr. Shippen was appointed one of the judges 
' of the supreme court, whose jurisdiction extended over the 
' whole state, and whose duties and powers called for the 
' highest grade of professional learning and talents, as well 
' as of personal character and public confidence. On the 
' election of Chief Justice M'Kean to the executive chair of 
' the commonwealth in 1799, Judge Shippen succeeded him 
' on the bench, and was appointed Chief Justice by Gover- 
'nor M'Kean, who was perfectly well acquainted with the 
' qualifications the office demanded, and with the fitness of 
' the person he selected for it. Chief Justice Shippen con- 
' tinned to perform the duties of his exalted station with 
' undiminished ability, and unimpaired confidence and 
' respect, until the close of the year 1805, when the infirmi- 
' ties of age, he being then nearly seventy-seven years old, 

* admonished him to retire to repose. A few months after 
' his resignation of office, on the sixteenth day of April, 
' 1806, he found his final resting place, placidly leaving the 

* world, in which, from his earliest youth, he had been con- 
' spicuous for his virtues and usefulness. The volumes of 
' our judicial reports are enriched with many of his opinions, 

* of great importance ; and these are now received with the 
' same respect which they commanded when they were sus- 
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^ tained by his personal and oflScial influence and authority. 
' Much of our law which is now well settled, was, at the 

* period of his judicial administration, in a state of uncer- 
' tainty, long usages sometimes interfering with positive 
' legislative enactments. Principles were to be established 
' suitable to our system of jurisprudence, and constructions 
' to be given to doubtful laws. His sound mind, his excel- 

* lent legal education and great experience, his cool temper 
^ and discriminating sagacity, were all admirably calculated 
' for the performance of such functions ; and he did perform 
' them in a manner to satisfy his contemporaries, and to be 
^ approved and unshaken to this day. Judicial qualifications 
' and services are not of a character to catch the multitude, 
' or to be the subjects of popular applause } but there is no 
' officer concerned in the administration of the affairs of a 
' people, whose duties are more anxious and arduous to him- 
' self, or more important to the community, than those of 
'the judge. The preparatory education and long study; 
' the painful and attentive experience, which are indispen- 
' sable for the attainment of the qualifications befitting the 
' bench ; the habits of close and careful investigation ; the 
' faculty of discovering the true ground of controversy, of 
' distinguishing between real and apparent resemblances, 
' between sound reasoning and ingenious sophism ; the 

* firmness never to yield principles to expediency, nor to 
' sacrifice or disturb the great system of jurisprudence for 
' particular cases ; and withal, to hold a perfect command 
' over every feeling that might irritate the tempor or mis- 
' lead the judgment, present to our contemplation a combi- 
' nation of rare and valuable qualities, deserving our highest 
'consideration and respect. The laws must be sustained 
' with independence and intelligence, or it is in vain that 
' they are wise and salutary ; justice must be rendered faith- 



Digitized 



by Google 



' fully to the parties who appeal for it to the judicial tribu- 
^ * nals, or it is a mockery to promise them protection and 
' redress. The active, efficient, vital operations of the gov- 
' ernment are performed by the courts. No man is so high 
' or so humble as to be beyond their reach ; they bring the 
' laws into every man's house, to punish or to protect them.* 
' Such are the responsibilities of a judge. It was on the 
'judgment seat of the law, that the high qualities of Chief 
' Justice Shippen were brought into their best exercise and 

* use. He seemed by nature as well as education to have 
' been especially prepared for this station. Patient, learned, 
' discriminating and just, no passion or private interest, no 
' selfish or unworthy feeling of favor or resentment ever held 
' the slightest influence over his conduct or decisions. 

' Few situations expose the temper to more irritating 
' trials than that of a judge. He must occasionally encoun-. 
' ter ignorance, impertinence, stupidity, obstinacy, and chi- 
' canery, and he must take care that they do not move him 

* from his line of duty. The bland and equal temper of 

* Chief Justice Shippen never forsook him amidst such 
' trials, but, on the contrary, threw a charm over his manner 

* of repelling or submitting to them. The young and the 
' timid advocate was encoufaged by his kindness, and flat- 
' tered by his attention. He knew and practiced the lesson 
' of Lord Bacon, that " patience is one of the first duties of 

* a judge ;" and he felt that he was bound to hear every 
' party and every advocate, before he decided his cause. A 
' suitor might go from his court disappointed by the judg- 
' ment, but he could not be dissatisfied with the judge. 

* Possibly the writer of the above sketch may have had in his 
mind, whilst penning some of the foregoing sentences, Hooker's 
magnificent Apostrophe to Law ; (Eccles. Polity y Book I. p. 194, Am. 
ed. 1844.) 
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' Of the private character and deportment of Chief Jus- 

* tice Shippen, it may be truly said that he has left few imi- 
'tators of his manners. His politeness was of the kind 
' that has its foundations in a well regulated temper and the 

* best feelings of a benevolent heart, polished by a familiar 
' intercourse, from his birth, with refined society. He com- 

* bined, in a remarkable degree, benignity with dignity, con- 
' ciliating the affection; while he commauded a perfect 
' respect ; and, as a valuable citizen, and an accomplished 
' lawyer and judge, remarkable for the great extent and 
' minute accuracy of his knowledge, he must ever be con- 
' spicuous, among those worthies who have won, by their 
' virtues and their talents, an imperishable name/ 

Judge Shippen was, as has been alleged, a loyalist, and 
Mr. Sabine, whose research and impartiality entitle his 
opinions to the most respectful consideration, has so regarded 
him. It seems to me, that setting aside the fact of his 
having been subsequently appointed Chief Justice, and the 
bearing which that has as showing the esteem in which he 
was held by his contemporaries, his letters show him to have 
been, if a loyalist, one of the most moderate kind. He was 
evidently a man of quiet and peaceable temper; shrinking 
not only ' from war and war's alarms,* but even from the 
less dangerous and exciting strife of party politics.* The 
boyish folly of his son,f who allowed himself to be misled 
by his elder companions, no doubt contributed largely, if 
not altogether, to the belief in the loyalism of his father ; 
but, even in this matter, the comments made by Judge 

* Mr. Wharton (State Trials, p. 46) has given us a most yiyid 
picture of the manner in which, in the times of political strife just 
after the Revolution, the Pennsylvania judges, as well as those of 
other States, wielded their high ofl&ces to serve their respective par- 
ties. To no such censure was the judicial career of Mr. Shippen 
obnoxious. 

f See post, letters, p. 255. 
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Shippen in his letter to bis father at Lancaster^ show the 
real feelings and spirit of the man ; and the manner in which 
Gen. Washington disposed of it may be considered as pro- 
ving, that the sentiments which that great patriot entertained 
concerning Judge Shippen, were not those with which he 
regarded active or well known loyalists.* 

Many persons in the Colonies regarded the taxation and 
other oppressions of their country, as proceeding wholly 
from the Ministry, and not from the Crown. They termed 
the war ' a wicked ministerial war,' and whilst disposed to 
venture everything for their liberty and rights, they were 
not prepared to recognize the necessity of a separation. 
It was to this class, including many ' men of undoubted 

* patriotism,' I believe Judge Shippen to have belonged, f 

Mr. Shippen married a daughter of Mr. Tench Francis, 

* Sparks' WashiDgton, III. 348. 

f Mr. Sabine, in his manly and impartial essay prefixed to bis 
Loyalists, has so fully considered this subject that a reference to it 
is sufficient for the purposes of these notices. One short extract 
from it (p. 67) will scrye to show that even ardent Whig leaders were 
not without doubts as to the wisdom of a separation. 

* All, both Whigs and Tories, were bom and had grown up under 

* a monarchy ; and the abstract question of renouncing it or of con- 

* tinuing it was one on which men of undoubted patriotism differed 

* widely. Very many of the Whigs came into the final measure of 

* separating from the mother country with great reluctance, and 

* doubt and hesitation prevailed even in Congress. Besides, the 

* Whig leaders uniformly denied, that Independence was embraced 

* in their plans, and constantly affirmed, that their sole object was 

* to obtain concessions, and to continue the connection with £ngland 
< as hitherto ; and John Adams goes further than this, for, says he, 

* " there was not a moment during the revolution, when I would not have 

* given everything I possessed for a restoration to the state of things 

* before the contest began, provided we could have had a sufficient security 
*for its continuance." If Mr. Adams be regarded as expressing the 

* sentiments of the Whigs, they were willing to remain Colonists, 

* provided they could have had "their rights secured to them ; while 

* the Tories were contented thus to continue, without such security. 

* Such, as it appears to me, was the only difference between the two 

* parties jmor to hostilities, and many Whigs, like Mr. Adams, would 

* have been willing to rescind the declaration of independence, and 

* to forget the past, upon proper guarantees for the future.' 
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with whom he studied.* Of her family I have obtained 
the following information. 

The first of the family of Francis, of whom the American 
descendants have any account, was 

* The following letter is characteristic of the * manners of the 

* time,' as to marriages : 

WILLIAM ALLEN TO EDWARD SHIPPEN, AT LANCASTER. 

* Dear Sir: — Your son delivered me your favor, by which I ob- 

* serve that he has requested your consent to his marriage, and that 

* you would be so good as to give him your assistance in setting him 

* forward in the world ; and, by what you write, I perceive he has 

* signified to you that Mr. Francis would expect that something 

* should be done for him which would bear a proportion to what he 

* gives his daughter. I have perused the estimate of what you 

* intend for both your sons, and have well weighed the reasons you 

* give for your conduct on the occasion, and I have made so free as 

* to confer with my mother about the affair, and to communicate the 

* contents of your letter. As both she and I have had a sincere 

* regard for you and your family, and have heartily wished their 

* welfare, and as you have been pleased to regard us in that light 

* by communicating your thoughts on the occasion, I shall, with the 

* freedom and candor of a friend, give you my sentiments ; which, 

* however, are submitted to your better judgment. And, as you 

* know your own circumstances better than I possibly can, you can 

* more rightly determine what is expedient for you to do. 

* I would first mention that you seem to think there is danger of 

* your removal from your offices, and that you hold them by a pre- 

* carious tenure. To this give me leave to answer that Sam Blens- 

* ton was the only prothonotary ever removed in the Province, as 
' far as I can learn ; and it was done because he set himself against 

* and insulted government to a high degree. I very well know that 

* Mr. Hamilton was of opinion that he could not be legally removed, 

* and told Governor Thomas that Sam would contest it ; but he, 

* being a proud, rich fellow, was either ill advised or did not think 

* it worth while to have any contention about it. The office of pro- 
•thonotary is, in its nature, during good behavior, and until a 

* person is legally convicted of ill behavior, he cannot, in my opin- 
< ion, be legally ousted from the office. Ill behavior may be made 

* out in sundry ways, such as notorious crime, neglect of the records, 

* &c. In some conversation with Mr. Francis on this subject, on a 

* former occasion, I found he was of opinion that the office was for 
*life. All of them in England are on that footing. Bordly, of 

* Maryland, was removed, and he brought his action against the 

* person appointed in his place, and recovered damages against him. 

* But, in case the Proprietor should contemplate such a step, can 

* you believe that your interest with the present Governor and his 

* friends, your alliance with Mr. Francis and his family, to say no 
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Philip Francis,* Mayor of Plymouth in 1644, during 
the civil war. He was a Royalist, and it is said, that the 
subsequent preferment of his son and grandson in the 
Church of Ireland was owing to his services in the cause of 
the King. His son. 

The Very Rev. John Francis, D.D., was Dean of Leigh- 
' lin, about the close of that century, a position which he held 

< more, would not be sufficient to prevent anything of the sort being 

* put into execution ? Believe me, I think you are as safe from any 

* danger of removal as I am from being dispossessed of the house in 

* which I live. Your prudence is such that you will ever recommend 

* yourself to the Proprietor and his friends. 

' I have dwelt thus long upon this matter in order to set it in a 

< right light. As, therefore, you have an honorable subsistence for 

* yourself; and as, when you made application for the office, you 

* very handsomely said, that your object in asking it was that you 
' might have it in your power to do something for your children ; 

* these considerations make me presume so far as to give you my 
' opinion that what you propose to make over to your son upon his 

* marriage, is not sufficient. It is not equal to the fortune which 

< Mr. Francis gives his daughter ; and as you have the name about 

< town of having a good estate, and own sundry houses, the world 

* will think it strange, if, on the marriage of your eldest son, you do 
' not give him a house to live in ; and, if this match should be bro- 

* ken off, where, do you think, is he like to succeed, when it is told 

* that his father disregarded him so much that he would give him 

* little or nothing. I think it will be putting a slight on your son, 

* who is generally well thought of, and who, if no accident happens 

* to depress, ■will make a figure in the Province. 

* I observe, likewise, the estimate you make of what you intend 

* to give your son Joseph. If a house to each of them were added 

* — that where Evans lives, and that where Mr. Burd did live — ^it 

* would be of service to them, and would not be missed by you. 

* My mother joins me in opinion as to this matter. But I beg 

* leave to assure you, that nothing would have induced me to be 

* thus free, were I not persuaded that you would be so kind as to 

* beKeve it to proceed from my hearty friendship and good will. 

* Your son knows not the contents of this. I think it not advisable 

* for me to say anything of the affair to Mr.. Francis for many very 

* good reasons, too tedious to mention. 

* I beg leave to assure you that I am, sir, 

* Your affectionate friend, kinsman and humble servant, 

* WILL. ALLEN.* 

* The coat of arms is — * Per bend or and sa. a lion ramp, coun- 
terohanged. Crett. An eagle displ. erm. beaked and membered or. 
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until 1704 at least ; when he appears to have sat in the 
Convention at Dublin.* He seems to have been a scholar 
and a great collector of books, and the itinerant Bibliopole, 
John Dunton, who was very grateful for his patronage, de- 
scribes him as a very eloquent preacher. His son, 

The Very Kev. John Francis, was Dean of Lismore, 
1722, and held besides, the Rectory of St. Mary's Church, 
Dublin; from which, it is said, he was ejected for his 
Jacobitism. From this, it is inferred, that he inherited the 
attachment to the Stuarts, to which the advancement of his 
family in the Church of Ireland has been attributed. 

He married Miss Tench, a lady of good family, and by 
her had, amongst others, 
Tench, of whom more hereafter, as head of the American 

branch of the family. 
Richard, an eminent lawyer, author of a work, ' Maxims 
' in Equity,' well thought of and esteemed by his pro- 
fessional brethren. It has been frequently reprinted."}" 
Philip, who entered the Church. He abandoned the Tory 
principles of the family, became the chaplain to Lord 
Holland, and obtained through his influence a Rectorate 

* Ware's History of the Churcli in Ireland. 

f Maxims of Equity, &c. By Richard Francis, of the Middle 
Temple, Esq. First American Edition. By William Waller Hening, 
Counsellor at Law, Editor of the Statutes at Large of Virginia, &c. 
RICHMOND: 

1823. 

Preface to the First American Edition, 
Francis's Maxims have long held a distinguished rank among 
books of authority. They were first published in London, in 1728, 
in a thin folio volume; and although the title pages of 1739 and 
1746, purport to be the second wol^l third editions, yet, all the books 
are of the same impression. [See Clarke's Bibliotheca Legum, 
or Law Catalogue, p. 275.] In 1791, an octavo edition was pub- 
lished in Dublin. 
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in Suffolk. He received the degree of D.D. 1762, from 
the University of Dublin, and died in 1773.* 
He is most bitterly satirized by Churchill, in ^ The Au- 
' thor,'f and, it is said, not very highly esteemed 
by his American relatives, whom he visited. But 
he was a man of fine talents and learning, as ex- 
hibited in his translations of Horace, Demosthenes, 
and other publications, amongst which were seve- 
ral Plays, which have received a fair share of 
commendation. 
His son, b. 1740, at Dublin, was the celebrated Snt 
Philip Franci8,J K. Ot. C. B., now generally sup- 
posed to have been the author of Junius. 



Tenoh Franois, above mentioned, emigrated to Mary- 
land shortly after the year 1700. He had received a learned 
and legal education in his own country, and established 
himself in Kent County, where, 1724, he m. Elizabeth 
TuRBUTT, a lady of great beauty and good family. But he 
was soon attracted to Philadelphia as a better field for his 
talents. In 1744 he was made Attorney General, and held 
the position till 1752; and from 1750 to 1754, he was Re- 
corder of the City. 

♦ Rose (Bioff. Diet) says, that Gibbon was for a short time one 
of his pnpils, and that his Rectory at Barrow in Suffolk, and also 
the chaplainship of Chelsea College, were the rewards of his services 
as a political writer. 

f The Editor of Churchill's Works, London, 1804, seems, in a 
prefaratory note to * The Author,* to cast a doubt upon the sup- 
posed reference to this Dr. Francis; and attributes Churchill's 
enmity, if Dr. Francis be the person spoken of, to political feelings. 

t For a sketch of Sir Philip, see Rose'8 Biog, Diet. s. ▼. 
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He was Iiiglilj considered as a man; a lawyer^ and a 
scholar. He was also something of an anthor. One of his 
pieces on * Paper Currency/ is printed in Pownall's work 
on the Colonies, and has received the praise of political 
economists of the present century, as showing him to have 
been far in advance of his times.''^ 

He died Aug. 14, 1758. 

His children were, 

1. John, b. 1725; d. unm. 

2. Anne, b. 1727; d. 1771. She was m. to James 

TiLGHMAN, Secretary of the Land Office in Pennsyl- 
vania.f They had a large family, among whom were, 

Tench, a Colonel in the Revolutionary army, aid 
to Gen. Washington, &c. 

Anne, m. to Wm. Hemsley, Esq. 

Elizabeth, m. to James Lloyd, Esq. 

* The portraits of himself and wife, also of James Tilghman and 
wife, the latter holding Chief Justice Tilghman, then a child, are in 
possession of Miss Burd. 

f From an exceedingly cnrious MS. 'acconnt of births and 
< deaths, &c/ of various Maryland families, I extract the following : 
Richard Tilghman, (whose pedigree is given in the MS. to Richard 
Tilghman, living 1899 in the reign of Henry IV,) b. 1626 ; m. Miss 
Foxley. He came to M&i*jiand in 1675, was bred a surgeon, and 
was one of the signers to * have justice done' on Charles I, and left 
England for fear of the consequences. His tenth child, 

Richard, m. 1672 Anna Maria Lloyd, and had, with others, 
James Tilghman, m. Ann Francis. 

Anna Maria, second dau. and fourth child of Matthew Tilghman 
and Anne his wife, was bom on the 17th day of July, 1766. She 
m. Col. Tench Tilghman, one of Gen. Washington's aids-de-camp, 
whose likeness, with that of the General and the Marquis de Lafay- 
ette, was taken by order of the Legislature of Maryland, and sus- 
pended in the room occupied by the House of Delegates, where it 
now remains. They had children, 

Margaret, who m. Tench Tilghman, of Talbot county, Mary- 
land, and d. leaving one son, Tench. 
Elizabeth, who m. Nicholas Goldsborough, of Talbot county, 
Maryland. 
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William, afterwards Chief Justice of Pennsyl- 
vania,* m. Margaret Allen. 

Philip, who entered the English Navy, and mar- 
ried a daughter of Admiral Milbank. 

8. Mary, b. 1729 ; d. 1801 ; m. William Coxb, of New 
Jersey, by whom she had a large family. Among 
them were, 

Tenoh, of sotne note as an author and politician, 

m. Miss McCall. 
John, a Judge of the District Court. 
William, an eminent pomologist. 
Dani£L W., m. Margaret Burd. 
Sarah, m. to Andrew Allen, Esq. 
Bebecoa, m. to Dr. Wm. Mcllvaine, an eminent 
physician. 

4. Tench, b. 1730; d. 1800; m. 1762, Anne, eldest dau. 
of Charles and Anne Willing. They had issue, 

1. John Francis, b. 1763; m. Abby, dau. of 

Hon. John Brown, of Rhode Island, and was 
the father of the Hon. John Brown Fran- 
cis, Senator of the United States, Governor 
of Ehode Island, &c. 

2. Thomas Willing Francis, b. 1767, an emi- 

nent merchant in Philadelphia. He m. Doro- 
thy, dau. of Hon. Thomas Willing, by whom 
he had a large family, of whom now survive 
only, 

Elizabeth, m. to her cousin, the Hon. 
John B. Francis, above mentioned. 

* See Mr. Binney's eloquent eulogium, Appendix to 16 Sergeant 
^ Rawl^9 R^porU. 
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Anne, m. to Hon. James A. Bayard, U. 
S. Senator from Delaware. 

3. Sophia Francis, m. to George Harrison, Esq., 

of Philadelphia. She d. 1851. 

4. Charles Francis, b. 1771; d, unm. 1845. 

5. Elizabeth Powel Francis, b. 1777; m. 

1806 to Joshua Fisher. She still survives. 

She is the mother of Mr. J. Francis Fisher, 

who m. Elizabeth, dau. of the Hon. Henry 

Middleton, Governor of South Carolina, and 

Minister to the Court of St. Petersburg. 

Mrs. Middleton was the dau. of Col. Julines 

Hering, of Jamaica, whose wife was Mary 

Helen, dau. of John Inglis, and Mary 

McCall, of Philadelphia. 

5. Elizabeth, b. 1733; d. 1800; m. John Lawrence, by 

whom she had one child, 

Elizabeth, m. to James Allen, son of Chief 
Justice Allen.* They had, 
' ' •. James, who d. s. p. 

Anne Penn, m. to James Greenleaf. 
• Margaret, m. to Chief Justice Tilghman. 
Mary, (still living) m. to Harry Walter Liv- 
. • r : ingston, of Livingston's Manor, New York. 

6. Margaret Francis, b. 1735; d. 1794; m. to Edward 

Shippen, Chief Justice, as above mentioned. They 

had issue, 

1. Elizabeth, m. to Edward Burd, Major in the 
American Army during the Revolution, son 
of Col. James Burd and Sarah Shippen. 

* Sabine's Loyalists, s. v. Allen. 
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They had issue; 
Edward Shippbn Burd, m. Miss Sims. 
Margaret, m. to D. W. Coxe. 
Sarah, still living. 

2. Sarah, m. to Thomas Lea, and had, 
Robert. 
Margaret, m. to Dominick Lynch, of 

New York. They had six children. 
Jane, m. to Julius Izard Pringle, of S. C, 

and has issue. 
Dominick, m. Antonia Arquimba, of Port 

MahoB. 
Margaret Shippen, m. to Stewart C. 

Maitland^ of Scotland.* 
George Harrison. 

3. Edward, m. Elizabeth Footman. They had, 
Edward, 
Margaret, 
Elizabeth, 
Richard, 
Mart, 
Fanny. 

4. Mart, m. Dr. Wm. Mcllvaine.- They had, 
William, 
Ed^jeid ; 
Mxl^ 
Margaret. 

% Margaret, m. April 8, 1779, to Gen. Amold.f 
They had issue, 

. ^ * Burke's Landed Gentry. • 

^1 f Arnold of Little Mesaenden Abbey. Burke's Landed Gentry. 

• 4^^ Jt J -1 A%.-^ ^ A.,- . Digitized by V^/X)^,/ 
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Edward Shippen, Lieut. 6tli Bengal Cavalry, 
and Paymaster of Muttra; d. at Dinapoor 
in India, Deo. 13, 1813. 

James Robeetson,* Major General, K. H. and 
K. Crescent, m. Virginia, dau. of Bartlett 
Goodrich, Esq., of Saling Grove, Essex. 

* Lieut. Gen. Robertson Arnold died in London on December 
27th, 1854. He was a second son of Benedict Arnold by Margaret 
bis wife, daughter of Chief Justice Shippen, of Pennsylvania. He 
entered the corps of Royal Engineers in 1798, and served more than 
half a century. He married Virginia, daughter of Bartlett Good- 
rich, Esq., of the Isle of Wight, and for his military services was 
created a Knight of Hanover, was appointed Aid-de-camp to William 
IV, and was presented with a costly sword. 

The above-named officer was the second of five children which 
Arnold's second wife, Miss Shippen of Philadelphia, bore him, viz : 
Edward, James Robertson, George, Wm. F., and Sophia. His first 
wife bore three sons, viz: Benedict, Richard and Henry. Benedict, the 
eldest, an officer of artillery in the British army, died young in the 
West Indies. Henry entered the King's service after his father's 
defection, and was a lieutenant of cavalry in the American Legion. 
He lived afterwards at Troy, New York, with his aunt Hannah, and 
was engaged in mercantile pursuits. At a subsequent period he 
removed to Canada, where he is now a man of property. He re- 
ceived half pay and a grant of lands from the British government. 
Richard in 1782 was also a lieutenant of cavalry in the American 
Legion, commanded by his father. In almost every particular his 
history is identical with that of his brother Henry. 

James Robertson entered the British army in 1798, and rose to the 
rank of Colonel of Engineers. He was stationed at Bermuda from 
1816 to 1818, and from the last-named year until 1823, was at Hali- 
fax, and the commanding officer of engineers in Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswiek^^WJuJej^hj^iOi^QQjgimand he was at St. Johns, and 
on going intc^A^o^^juiiyfiy^j^k^^l^ King street, which is 
still standing^^V"iK^^fK^^^^^^lfe ^s a smtdl man ; his eyes 
were of remarkable sharpness, and in features bore a striking 
resemblance to his father. A gentleman, who has been in service 
with him, and was intiinately acquainted withiiUH|9^»ajj^f him 
in terms of high comifiendation, and relates that he h^yf^Bheard 
him express a strong desire to visit the United StatJir sS^the 
accession of Queen Victoria, he has been one of her majesty's aids- 
de-camp. In 1841, he was transferred from the engineer corps and 
appointed Majq^ General, and a Knight of the Royal Hanoverian 
Guelphic Order. See Sabine's Loyalists, s. v. Arnold. • i» 
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George^ Lieut. CoL 2d Bengal Cavalry; d. in 

India, Nov. 1, 1828. 
William Fitch, of Little Messenden Abbey, 
county Bucks, a magistrate for Bucks, 
late Oapt. 19th Lancers, b. June 25, 1794 ; 
m. May 19, 1819, Elizabeth Cecilia, only 
dau. of Alexander Ruddach, Esq., Capt. 
R. N., of Dorkney and of the island of 
Tobago, and has issue, 
Edwabd Olaburn, 
Marqaretta Stewart, 
William Trail, 
Elizabeth Sophia, 
Oeoroiana Phipps, 
Louisa Russell. 
Sophia Matilda, m. to Col. Pownall Phipps, 
E. I. C. service; related to the Mulgrave 
family, and has one son and two daugh- 
ters. 
Arms, — On. three pheons, arg. on a chief of the 

second, a bar nebula, az. 
Crest. — A demitiger, sa. bezant^e, maned and 
tufted or, holding a broad arrow, stick, gu. 
feathers and pheon, arg. 
Motto, — Nil desperandum. 

7. Rachael Francis, b. 1737; m. 1st, Mr. Relfe;* 
2dly, Matthew Pearce, by whom she had several 
children. 

* * Feb. 19, 1760. 
' My Bister, Rachel Francis, is to be married in a fortnight to Mr. 
< John Relfe.' 

3 
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8. TuRBUTT Francis, b. 1740; d. 1797. He was a Colo- 

nel in the British Continental army, and distinguished 
in the French and Indian wars. He m. Rebecca, the 
only dau. of Samuel MiJfflin, and by her had, 
Tench. 
Samuel, who took the name of his grandfather 

Mifflin, and m. Elizabeth Davis. 
Rebecca, who m. Mathias Harrison. Their dau. 
is Rebecca, widow of the late James McMur- 
trie, Esq. 

9. Philip, b. 1748 ; m. his first cousin, on the maternal 

side, a Miss Goldsborough, of Maryland. He left de- 
scendants by a daughter, m. to a Mr. Thomas, of Mary- 
land, whose son, 

Philip Francis Thomas, was a few years since 
/// / , Governor of Maryland. x/ 

" The marriage of one of the daughters of Chief Justice 
Shippen to the notorious General Arnold, has given occa- 
sion to many injurious reflections, which, as they regard the 
lady as well as her family, may be pronounced not only 
unkind, but ungenerous. She was, indeed, unfortunate 
enough in such an alliance, and her memory should have 
been spared the additional hardship of baseless insinuations. 
For these, I would refer to the life of Arnold, in an anony- 
mous publication entitled ' Washington and his Generals,' 
and to the posthumous memoirs of Aaron Burr, by Matthew 
L. Davis. 

" It was reserved to a late period to account in any way for 
the treason of Benedict Arnold by a suggestion of the influ- 
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ence of the family with which he was associated by mar- 
riage, or of the beautiful young woman of whom every do- 
mestic tradition gives a charact^ the reverse of ^ gay and 
frivolous/ 'artful and extravagant/ 

'^ I am allowed here to quote the words of an excellent 
lady, still living, whose remiDisoences have been kindly fur- ^ s^^ 
nished to me, a lady to whose personal and intellectual^ 1 fot 

attractions the most malignant of Mrs. Arnold's detractors^ ^'L/ - * 
bears evidence. She says : ' I may add my recollections of dr ^ \^ ' I 
'my mother's general opinion of Mrs. Arnold, often ex-/^^|^-^«^^^^' 
' pressed to others as well as to myself. Being intimately /na^^/f*^^^ 
^ acquainted with Mr. Shippen's family, she well understood r-^. O 5 • 

* their several characteristics, and would dwell with pleasure 
' on the affectionate and exemplary conduct of Mrs. Arnold, 

* both before and after her marriage. She used to say that 
' Miss Peggy Shippen was particularly devoted to her father, 

* making his comfort her leading thought, often preferring 
' to remain with him when evening parties and amusements 
' would attract her sisters from home. She was the darling 

* of the family circle, and never fond of gadding. There 
' was nothing of frivolity either in her dress, demeanor, or 
' conduet, and though deservedly admired, she had too much 

* good sense to be vain.' * * * < j j^ave often heard 

* her speak with deep feeling of the sad fate of this most 

* excellent woman ; of her great purity of mind and princi- 

* pies,' &c. * * * < This estimate of Mrs. Arnold's 

* character was also confirmed by my brother, who was inti- 
' mately acquainted with the family of Mr. Shippen. He 
' always spoke of her wijbh emphatic and distinguished respect 

* for her highly estimable qualities of mind and heart, and 

* he deplored for her the lamentable conflict she must have 
'endured on discovering her husband's treason, between 
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' love for her countrj and her father's family, and grief for 
'her husband's base conduct. Thus have I been accus- 
' tomed, all my life, to hear Mrs. Arnold spoken of as a 
' suffering and innocent victim.''*^ 

* Additional testimony is to be found in the letter in which Ar- 
^ V nold addressed her. He says : 

• ^ ^ * * ' ' Dear Madam : — Twenty times hare I taken tip my pen to 

■* ^ « % f V^ f^A * ^^^^ *^ J^^f ^^^ ^^ often has my trembling hand refused to obey 

* ' * the dictates of my heart— a heart which, though calm and serene 

T* I r*"^ — * g * amidst the clashing of arms and all the din and horrors of war, 

i-* * * M * trembles with diffidence and the fear of giving offence when it 

,^ . %, ,.fc^r* * attempts to address you on a subject so important to its happiness. 

* . * Dear Madam, your charms have lighted up a flame in my bosom 

^"i .-..'v. 'which can never be extinguished; your heavenly image is too 

% \ » * deeply impressed ever to be effaced. My passion is not founded 

'"*"•' * on personal charms only : that sweetness of disposition and good- 

*nessof heart, that sentiment and sensibility which so strongly 

< mark the character of the lovely Miss P. Shippen, renders her 

* amiable beyond expression, and will ever retain the heart she has 

* once captivated. 

* On you alone my happiness depends, and will you doom me to 

* languish in despair ? Shall I expect no return to the most sincere, 

* ardent, and disinterested passion ? Do you feel no pity in your 

* gentle bosom for the man who would die to make you happy ? 

* May I presume to hope it is not impossible I may make a favorable 

* impression on your heart ? Friendship and esteem you acknow- 

* ledge. Dear Peggy, suffer that heavenly bosom, (which cannot 

* know itself the cause of pain without a sympathetic pang, ) to ex- 

* pand with a sensation more soft, more tender than friendship, A 

* union of hearts is undoubtedly necessary to happiness ; but give 

* me leave to observe that true and permanent happiness is seldom 

* the effect of an alliance formed on a romantic passion, where fancy 

* governs more than judgment. Friendship and esteem, founded on 

* the merit of the object, is the most certain basis to build a lasting 

* happiness upon ; and when there is a tender and ardent passion 
' on one side, and friendship and esteem on the other, the heart 
« (unlike yours) must be callous to every tender sentiment, if the 

* taper of love is not lighted up at the flame. 

* I am sensible your prudence and the affection yon bear your 

* amiable and tender parents, forbids your giving encouragement to 

* the addresses of any one without their approbation. Pardon me, 
« dear madam, for disclosing a passion I could no longer confine in 

* my tortured bosom. I have presumed to write your papa, and 

* have requested his sanction to my addresses. Suffer me to hope 

* for your approbation. Consider before you doom me to misery, 

* which I have not deserved but by loving you too extravagantly. 

* Consult your own happiness, and if incompatible, forget there is 
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^^ In a memoir intended to circulate only within the limits 
of our relationship, it may be permitted to the descendants 
of a family which has at all times been respected for its vir- 
tues; to defend their loyalty to the government under which 
they were bom. 

'^ Attached; as they were, by the strongest ties, to the land 
of their fathers, they were not less jealous of their hereditary 
rights as freemen ; and were not found backward in main- 
taining them by every effort short of that kind of resistance 
which the laws they revered called treason. And if they 
doubted the security which liberty and property might 
obtain under democratic forms of government; or of the pos- 
(ubility of successful resistance by arms to the mighty power 
of England; they might well be pardoned for hesitation to 
embark in a struggle which; should it end in defeat; might 
be followed by severe oppression; if in success; by the con- 
vulsions of an unsteady; disjointed; weak confederacy. 

"It should be recollected; toO; that here in Pennsylvania; 
the most prosperous of all the colonieS; the government 
of the Proprietaries had been particularly mild and gen- 
erous; to which much consideration was deservedly due. 
And whatever cause of complaint we might urge, as Eng- 
lishmen, against the parliament as violating old Magna 
Charta rights, that ov/r charter of Pennsylvania, under 
which we accepted our lands and provincial privileges, 

* BO unhappj a "wretch ; for may I perish if I wonld giye you one 
' moment's inquietude to purchase the greatest possible felicity to 

* myself. W^hateyer my fate may be, my most ardent wish is for 

* youp happiness, and my latest breath -will be to implore the bles- 
' sing of heaven on the idol and only wish of my soul 

' Adieu, dear madam, and believe me unalterably, 

* Your sincere admirer and devoted humble servant, 

*B. ARNOLD. "^ 
'Sept, 25, 1778. 
'MisePBQOYSmppiH.' , 
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reserved to King and Parliament the right of taxation hy 
duties on commerce. It might be doubted, therefore, with 
some reason, how far warlike resistance was in any respect 
justified. A large part of our most respectable inhabitants 
were opposed to such measures on principle ; and if the infla- 
enoe of wealth increased their timidity, it was not without 
excuse, when its possessors measured their own pecuniary 
risks with that of a large proportion of the most flaming 
patriots. 

'' Success has added the justification which belongs to it, to 
the cause of the republicans, and toryism is a name of 
reproach. But the writer, who has no disposition to detract 
in any way from the honors justly due to those who carried 
through our revolutionary struggle, would only ask for those 
who, in those trying times, still loved England, and all its 
time-honored insUtutious^ and feared to lose by severance 
from their mother country, the regulated liberty and stable 
rights they most held dear, that they should not be branded 
oU as traitors. 

" The writer has never seen any evidence that the family 
of Shippen sympathized with those who would have op- 
pressed their country. Some of them joined the American 
armies; and those who did not, and especially Mr. Edward 
Shippen, submitted to the powers de facto, and gave in his 
declaration of neutrality, or whatever was tbe assurance of 
submission required. 

" While Philadelphia was held by the British army, civili- 
ties were reciprocated with them by the families of wealth 
and birth who remained in the city, and the young ladies 
did not reject the homage of the accomplished officers. 
Among them was the handsome and brilliant Major Andr^, 
who, endowed* with all the gifts and tastes which win the 
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regard of the sex, devoted them all to please the beautiful 
Margaret Shippen, and although I believe there was no 
thought of love between them, a mutual regard and friend- 
ship was established and maintained till the sad catastrophe 
"whieh involved the fate of both. He was her Knight at the 
celebrated fete of the Meschianza,* and, it is said, kept up 
with her a correspondence of courtesy, under cover of which 
he conveyed his communications to her husband. Of this, 
however, only one letter^ offering to procure for her in New 
York some articles of dress, is presented as evidence. But 
even if this supposition be well founded, it is not, I believe, 
by any one, pretended that she was cognizant or in fault. 

"Soon after the evacuation of Philadelphia by the British, 
the military command of the city was bestowed on General 
Arnold. 

'^ At that time no suspicions of his patriotism had been 
whispered. Scarcely any soldier had done so much to sus- 
tain the martial renown of his country ) and yet, notwith- 
standing the adventurous expedition led by him through the 
northern wilderness of Maine to the siege of Quebec, which, 
it is thought, would have been captured ^f his advice had 
been followed ; his brilliant feats on the lakes and in Con- 
necticut ; his gallant charges at Saratoga, which decided the 
victory; all this had no influence in silencing personal ene- 
mies, who might, perhaps, have been more patriotic if not 
more just, if they had overlooked some acts, the very worst 
©f which, as proved before a court martial, were not greatly 
injurious to his country, and such, perhaps, as always have 
been and will be committed by some who manage the com- 
missariat of an army. 

" It is noted that on his trial by court martial in January, 

• Gent's Mag. vol. 48, (1778), pp. 330, 353. 
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1780, he made » mosfc invidiouB comparison between his own 
services and those of his chief accuser, whose wayering 
fidelity he contrasts with his own sterner patriotism, when, 
at that very time, he had been for eight months in corres- 
pondence with the enemy. This correspondence was not, I 
presume, at that time even guessed at. It may not unre^ 
sonably be supposed to have been begun under a sense of 
deep resentment at the charges made against him while his 
wounds were still bleeding from so many a hard-fought field. 
For three years he had been the object of attacks. From 
influences which we cannot now trace, his promotion was 
stopped ; juniors put over him, who had done no such deeds 
as his; honorable commands withheld, which he thought his 
due ; his pride as an officer galled to the utmost, till he was 
driven to the project of abandoning the service of his coun- 
try, from which h^^ neither expected gratitude nor justice. 
J do not say that he was in the right; that he did not merit 
the distrust and neglect that he was treated with ; but only 
this, that he might have persuaded himself fully that he was 
an injured ai^d persecuted man. In matters of rank, no one 
feels so keenly as a^soldier. His pride is more than woman's 
vanity, and many a one has abandoned a cause with far less 
reason than Arnold. Eis was a bad nature, and he went 
further : he betrayed it I have the opinion of a most can- 
did and honest historian (Mr. Sparks) to confirm my own, 
that had Arnold obtained the honors he fought for, or been 
pardoned his official irregularities ; had his great public ser- 
vices been permitted to cover his private misconduct, he had 
never been the betrayer of the country for which he had 
already done so much. 

'^ The coldness and resentment arising from what (whether 
justly or not) he very naturally thought persecution, inclined 
him to seek his society elsewhere than in that circle of which 
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his enemies formed a conspicuous part ; and he found, it is 
likely, in the high breeding and refinement of our 'little 
* aristocracy/ a charm which was new to him. It was not 
long before he became captive to the fascinations of the 
Jbeautiful Margaret Shippen, and to the great distress of 
ner family, she returned his love.* Tradition tells us 
that the connection was violently opposed, not so much 
from political feeling as from distrust of the man, objec- 
tion to his origin, and dislike of his private character, 
as far as it was known. Arnold was not, in fact, a gentle- 
man. His birth and early education were low; and his 
peddling and smuggling trade with the islands, and his 
traffic in cattle and horses, could neither have improved his 
manners nor his morals. He was reckless, daring and un- 
principled ; qualities fit enough to make a great soldier, but 
not to secure the confidence of an honorable parent, who 
looks for something better in the partner of a darling child. 
" It is, however, most probable that anecdotes, repeated, 
after his disgrace, (perhaps invented then or embellished,) 
to illustrate his mercenary, mean, and treacherous dispo- 
sition, were not at that time known in Philadelphia, where 
he arrived, crippled with honorable wounds, and glorious with 
laurels won by exploits such as no officer in the army then 
could boast of. More likely is it that then were circulated 
traits of generosity and kindness, such as his conduct in 
educating, at his own expense, the orphans of Gen. Warren, 
which fact alone goes to show that his lavish expenses were 
not wholly selfish. 

* The recollections of Miss Margaret Shippen, a first cousin of 
Mrs. Arnold, entirely confirm this. She had heard from Mrs. Burd 
and Mrs. Lea, that their father never liked Arnold from the first, 
and was not friendly to the match; but that it was encouraged by 
a lady, a Mrs. P., who thought highly of him, and had great influ- 
ence over the mind of the young lady. 
3* 
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" However defective in private honor or real patriotism, no 
one of our American Generals had so many opportunities of 
displaying feats of brilliant courage, that there can be no 
doubt that the imagination of Miss Shippen was excited and 
her heart captivated by the oft-repeated stories of his gallant 
deeds. For these alone she loved and married him; not 
for the splendor of his military rank and the show of his 
establishment, which must have contrasted greatly with what 
she had lately seen during the British occupation ; not for 
the means of gratifying personal vanity, for Arnold was 
poor and she enjoyed all that wealth could give ; still less 
to win him from the cause to which every honorable thought 
should bind him. Never could she have believed that trea- 
son would one day wither those glorious laurels. Never 
could her influence have been used to weaken his attachment 
to the cause to which he had devoted himself. Against the 
wishes of her family, she chose a hero for her husband ; and 
had her influence been of any avail, it would have preserved 
him in the ways of honor. He dared not make her the 
confidante of his projected treason, or we may be sure he 
would have ' found a counsellor on his pillow to urge him to 
' the imitation of republican virtue, and stimulate him to 

* follow the rugged path of a revolutionary patriot.' 

'' What can be meant by the writer who ventures to say 
' there is no reason to think she ever utter'd a word, or made 
« a sign to deter him,' while he ' utterly rejects the theory 

* that she was the instigator of the crime,' and admits ' that 
*she never tempted or counselled him to ruin?' Every 
testimony hut one, which we have hereafter to consider, pro- 
nounces her innocent — nay, utterly ignorant and unsuspi- 
cious of his designs. What word, then, or sign, could she 
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have used ? what ' goardiansliip exert to protect him from 
' the tempter V 

<^ We have the evidence of Cols. Hamilton and Yarick as 
to the condition of this unhappy lady on the discovery at 
West Point. Frantic with grief, she touched the heart of 
every one around her. Crushed to the earth in her affec- 
tions and her honor; the pride of her heart, the credit of 
her name, the honorable inheritance of her child, all at 
once destroyed ; the husband whom she had loved to regard 
as a patriot hero, the very Paladin of the war, now only to 
be despised and hated. In this cloud of agonizing thought, 
she threw herself on the compassion of that great man who 
always did what was right, and he gave her not only his 
pity and protection, but what was better, the assurance of 
his respect and confidence. WASHiNaxoN told her he was 
perfectly sure of her innocence, and offered her an escort, 
whether she chose to follow her husband, or return to her 
father's house. Be it remembered, she decided on the latter 
coarse ; and, had it rested with her, she would, it is pro- 
bable, never have rejoined the husband who had so utterly 
forfeited her esteem* 

'' Since the above was first written, I have been furnished 
with the reminiscences of the lady whose words I have before 
quoted in confirmation of my statements. Those who know 
her intimately, as I have done from my childhood, will give 
them the highest value for truthful accuracy, right feeling, 
and just appreciation. It is Mrs. James Gibson, who writes 
as follows : 

'I propose now to relate an anecdote on this subject, 
' which is fresh to my own knowledge and recollection. 

' Major Franks, of the Revolutionary army, was a well 
' known acquaintance of my parents. He was respected and 
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welcomed wherever be wcut, for his social good humor and 
manly candor. In one of bis visits to Pbiladelpbia, where 
bis near relations resided, be was often at my father's; and 
one day, when dining with other gentlemen at our bouse, 
and my father and the others bad returned to the parlor, 
my mother detained Major Franks to converse with him 
respecting Mrs. Arnold, whom she had recently heard very 
unjustly spoken of. He entered upon the subject with 
alacrity. Mamma said to him, '' Tell me, Major Franks, 
" what is your opinion and belief concerning her know- 
<* ledge of her husband's plans." He quickly replied, 
" Madam, she knew nothing of them— nothing ! She was 
" as ignorant of them as a babe." His manner was solemn 
and earnest, and I began to think it might be proper for 
me to withdraw, but be said, "Don't let Betsy go— I have 
« nothing to say that she may not bear." Of course, I 
gladly resumed my seat at the table, and he went on : — 
" Madam, I am glad you have mentioned this subject. I 
" have much to say. I am much distressed by it. Within 
" a few days I have heard, for the first time, things said of 
*f her that are contrary to truth— false ! — utterly false ! 
'^ You know I was one of Gen. Arnold's aids. He paid 
" me the compliment to assign me the particular duty of 
" protecting Mrs. Arnold ; of attending to her safety, her 
" general welfare, and her health. I was, in the General's 
"family, laughingly called Uhe nurse T Her health was 
" then delicate ; and while Gen. Arnold was in command 
" at West Point, he frequently sent her to different, some- 
" times distant parts of the country, on that side of the 
" river. He always sent a guard with her, besides her 
'" female attendant, and gave me very particular charge 
"over her welfare. He spoke of her suffering in the 
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' ^^ bustle of the camp, and wished her to be relieved from 

* ^^ it during the summer. I obeyed, nothing doubting, but 

* ** considering him a pattern for a husband, although other 
^ *^ and far different motives for sending her away on these 
^ ^^ excursions afterwards came to light. But, madam, she 
' *^ knew nothing of his projects. In truth, she was subject 

* ^^ to occasional paroxysms of physical indisposition, at- 
' '* tended by nervous debility, during which she would give 

* *' utterance to anything and everything on her mind. This 
^ " was a fact well known amongst us of the General's 
^ *^ family; so much so as to cause us to be scrupulous of 
' '* what we told her or said within her hearing. General 

* " Arnold was guarded and impenetrable towards all around 
' " him, and I should believe her to have been ignorant of 

* " his plans, even without my knowledge of this peculiar 
' " feature in her constitution ; but vrith it, such a strong 
' *' corroborative proof, I am most solemnly and firmly con- 

* ** vinced that General Arnold never confided his detestable 
' " scheme to her. He could not have ventured to do it, 
^ '^ He was, moreover, too well aware of her warm patriotic 
^ ^^/eelings. You know, madam, how completely she was 
^ " American at that important period. Madam, I can aver 
' " solemnly, she was totally ignorant of his schemes." '* 

" Here we have evidence above suspicion, not only of her 
innocence, but of her patriotism. 

" The following facts are vouched for as known in the 
family at the time, often privately repeated, but never men- 
tioned beyond its most intimate circle till the publication of 
the base calumny contained in the memoirs of Aaron Burr. 

" Mrs. Arnold having determined to go to her father in 

• The true historical view has been taken by Mr. Hubbel^, in -his 
tragedy of "Arnold," a poem creditable to his judgment as to 
events, and to his literary taste. 
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Pbiladelphia; set out in her carriage to travel there by easy 
stages. On her way she stopped to spend the night at Mrs. 
Prevost's, (an old acqnaintance,) afterwards the wife of Col. 
Burr, and at that time on terms of tender friendship, if not 
indeed engaged to him. 

" This fact is told by Burr's biographer, and no doubt, after 
his narration ; but he does not say that Burr himself met 
her at Mrs. Prevost's, and when she left the house in the 
morning, offered his escort, which he pretended might be 
useful to her in the then excited state of the public mind on 
the subject of the treason. Still less does he tell^ what his 
friend would not have ventured to repeat, that on the way 
he made love to this afflicted lady, thinking to take advan- 
tage of her just feelings of indignation towards her husband, 
to help him in his infamous design. Yet this is the fact, if 
our tradition be true. And indignantly repelled, he trea- 
sured up his revenge, and left a story behind him worthy of 
his false and malignant heart, to blast this amiable lady's 
fame, when there might be no one to disprove or deny it. 
After telling us she set out from West Point to join her 
husband in New Yorlcy he says, that on arriving at Mrs. 
Prevost^s, (who was a loyalist,) she there threw off the mask, 
admitted she had been playing a part which wearied her, 
and ^ avowed that by her persuasions and unceasing perse- 
^ verance, she had herself brought the General into an ar- 
' rangement to surrender West Point,' &c., &c. That this 
statement is false, utterly false, even the most unfriendly 
writers admit. Known facts contradict it. Is it not almost 
incredible that any man could invent such a calumny with 
such a motive ? Yet it is so. One who was second in the 
nation, and had almost reached its highest honor, was 
capable of this baseness : and his name might well, for this 



vGooqIc 



IxUi 

and other acts, be handed down to perpetual infamy, deserved 
as well as by the traitor Arnold. 

'* On Mrs. Arnold's arrival in Philadelphia she decided on 
a separation from her husband. She could not endure the 
thought of a return to one whom she could no longer honor; 
but this course was not permitted to her. After a short 
residence with her family, whose affectionate attentions were 
beginning to soothe her troubled heart, she received a new 
shock ia the peremptory order of the Executive Council to 
leave the State. The following is a copy from the minutes. 

' In Council, 
' Philadelphia, Friday, October 21th, 1780. 

' The Council taking into consideration the case of Mrs. 
' Margaret Arnold, (the wife of Benedict Arnold, an at- 
* tainted traitor with the enemy at New York,) whose resi- 
'dence in this city has become dangerous to the public 
^ safety ; and this board being desirous, as much as possible, 
^ to prevent any correspondence and intercourse being carried 
' on with persons of disaffected character in this State and 
^ the enemy at New York, and especially with the said Bene- 
'dict Arnold; therefore. Resolved, That the said Margaret 
' Arnold depart this State within fourteen days from the 
' date hereof, and that she do not return again during the 
^ continuance of the present war.' 

" Her father, her friends, all sought a reversal of this 
decree of exile. Her wish for a separation was represented ; 
her word pledged to hold no correspondence with her hus- 
band ; every assurance and security offered on the part of 
her father, that no communication should be held with him 
but what should pass open through the hands of the gov- 
ernment; but entreaties were in vain. Private enmity or 
hidden influence was at work, and this urgent request was 
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denied. Perhaps the baffled seducer, by secret representa- 
tions, may have thus contrived to drive away the witness of 
his villainy ; or it may be that the occasion was seized by 
some enemy in power to gratify an old grudge against the 
members of a family suspected of ' Incivism/ and hated for 
their aristocratical pretensions. Or, the impulse may have 
come from without ; from some revolutionary society, or the 
Committee of Public Safety, too much resembling a similar 
institution in the times of French democracy, potent for 
evil, but not always for good, now exciting popular fury, 
and again driven by the fiend it had raised.^ 

" If we had all the history of the times, it might perhaps 
be found, that like the excitements about the emigres and 
their friends, raised from time to time to effect some local 
object, or legislative vote in Paris, our politicians could get 
up an outcry against the tories and the Quakers, when such 

* Since the above was in type the following letter has been sent 
to me, which more than confirms the statements above made. 

MAJOR BDWABD BUBD TO HIS FATHER, OOL. JAMES BURD. 

* Lancaster, Nov. lOth, 1780. 
'Ton have doubtless heard of the unfortunate affair of Mrs. 

* Arnold. We tried every means to prevail on the Council to permit 

< her to stay among us, and not to [compel her] to go to that infer- 

* nal villain, her husband, in New York, The Council seemed for a 
' considerable time to favor our request, but at length have ordered 
« her away. Yesterday was the day she was to have set oflf, and 

< Mr. Shippen, intending to accompany her the greatest part of the 
« way, could not be up at this Court 

* This circumstance has involved the whole family in the deepest 
« distress. Mr. Shippen had promised the Council, and Mrs. Arnold 

* had signed a writing to the same purpose, engaging not to write to 

* Gen. Arnold any letters whatever, and to receive no letters without 

* showing them to the Council, if she was permitted to stay. 

* However, this did not answer the purpose we hoped for. If she 

* could have staid, Mr. Shippen would not have wished her ever to 

* be united to him again. It makes me melancholy every time I 

* think of the matter. I cannot bear the idea of her re-union. The 

* sacrifice was an immense one at her being married to him at all. 

* It is much more so to be obliged, against her tvill, to go to tiie arms 

* of ar man who appears to be so very black.* 
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a wanning up was thought salutary ; that even a mob could 
be brought down from Byrne's tavern, headed by that stal- 
wart landlord, to convince a jury not quite ready enough to 
find a verdict on the evidence before them. But whatever 
stories of the kind may be preserved by memory, or in pri- 
Tate diaries, it is perhaps well to suppress them for the rea- 
sons given by Charles Thomson for destroying his papers. 

^' At all events, this amiable lady, though true to honor 
and her country, was forced to leave her father's house, and 
urged perhaps by the advice of friends, and the entreaties of 
a husband once dearly loved,* she returned to him and 
shared his fate in evil, as she had before in good report. 

" In after life, wherever she was known she was admired 
and respected.f Her letters to her family, still preserved, 
tend to prove her to have been an excellent woman in every 
relation, and she had the satisfaction of forming the charac- 
ters of several virtuous and honorable children. 

" She deeply felt her separation from her native land and 
family, and lived in seclusion, from which she had no temp- 
tation to go into society, where there were no charms nor 
honors for her.| She must, indeed, have wished her name 

• Miss Margaret Shippen recollects her cousins Burd and Lea 
speaking several times to her of their sister's state of distress and 
vacillation at this period, hardly resolving to accompany her hus- 
band to England, though wishing to be persuaded there was some 
palliation of his guilt, and that his conduct had not been so tho- 
roughly base and treacherous as it was generally thought 

f Arnold, generally slighted, and sometimes insulted, though in- 
dulged by his royal master, from policy, with notice and honors, 
could hardly have sustained his social position, but for the charms 
and virtues of his wife, which, we are told, procured her sympathy 
and friendship everywhere but among her countrymen. 

J Five years after her departure, she returned to see her father 
and family ; but she was treated with so much coldness and neglect, 
even by those who had most encouraged her marriage, that her 
feelings were deeply pained. < She never could come again.' She 
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forgotten by all but those who loved her; though, alas ! it 
will be preserved in history to excite a momentary pity 
for her undeserved misfortunes; unless, indeed, the cruel 
calumny which I have noticed and disproved should be per- 
petuated. Even, if it were true that she thought, as she 
might have done, that her husband was a persecuted man^ 
and shared a revenge which she supposed just, such sympa- 
thy might surely have been pardoned. The revival now of 
such tales is, it must be admitted, uncalled for and unkind, 
and it is to be hoped they will never be repeated.* At any 

•^/i*> ^^^^^ died in the winter of 1796, at an early age for one of a long-lived 
/y^j^^o^fv ^ raceX Her sisters would have brought her younger children to this 
UjiA^t^ 6tSt^ country ; but they refused, and wisely. Two of her sous reached 
^"^^aIj^j^^. high military rank; her daughter Sophia was a religious and exem- 
/«/ j^VMn^^ ^ pl^^ woman. Her letters speak of General Arnold's uniform kind- 
Zti>' U* X i ^'^ ^®ss, but plainly show that " her heart was broken." 

^ * The following extract of a letter addressed to Miss Schuyler 

cAu,Za'. ^j Alexander Hamilton, on the 26th September, 1780, shows, in 

C(ZcC part, what ruin, in addition to the loss of his own fame, the treason 

of Arnold scattered around him : 

* Arnold hearing of the plot being detected immediately fled to 

* the enenyr. I went in pursuit of him, but was much too late, and 

* could hardly regret the disappointment when, on my return, I saw 

< an amiable woman, frantic with distress for the loss of a husband 

* she tenderly loved — a traitor to his country and to his fame — a 
' disgrace to his connections. It was the most affecting scene I ever 

* was witness to. She, for a considerable time, entirely lost herself. 

* The General (Washington) went up to see her, and eie upbraided 
' him with being in a plot to murder her child. One moment she 

* raved, another she melted into tears. Sometimes she pressed her 

* infant to her bosom, and lamented its fate, occasioned by the im- 

* prudence of its father, in a manner that would have pierced insen^ 

< sibility itself. All the sweetness of beauty, all the loveliness of 

* innocence, all the tenderness of a wife, and all the fondness of a 

* mother, showed themselves in her appearance and conduct. We 

* have every reason to believe that she was entirely unacquainted 

* with the pla^ ; that the first knowledge of it was when Arnold went 

* to tell her he must banish himself from his country and from her 

* forever. She instantly fell into a convulsion, and he l«ft herein 

* that situation. This morning she is more composed. I paid her 

* a visit, and endeavored to soothe her by every method in my 

* power, though you may imagine she is not easily to be consoled. 

* Added to her other distresses, she is very apprehensive the resent- 

* ment of her country will fall upon her (who is only unfortunate) 
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rate, a controversy on such a subject is deprecated, and a 
public refutation is not to be thought of. 

*' The above is written for the satisfaction of the numerous 
members of a family, who will all feel an interest in relieving 
the character of a beautiful* and amiable woman of their race 
from the charge of participation in or approval of an odious 
treason. They will be disposed to believe the story as 
handed down from her nearest relations, and contemporary 
friends. Further proofs will not be called for, and would 
not, perhaps, be forthcoming. There i^, it is supposed, no 
documentary evidence, for all the papers of Mrs. Arnold 
were seized by the republican authorities, and if they still 
exist, are not accessible to those who would wish to vindi- 
cate her." 



Joseph Shippen, the second son of Edward Shippen, of 
Lancaster, was b. Oct. 30, 1732, was graduated at Nassau 
Hall 1753, entered the Provincial army, in which he rose 
to the rank of Colonel, and served in General Forbes' expe- 
dition, which resulted in the capture of Fort Du Quesne. 
After the troops were disbanded he went to Europe, partly 
on a mercantile adventure, but as it appears from the let- 
ters, (p. 186, &c.) chiefly for the advantages to be derived 
from foreign travel. He returned to Philadelphia some- 
where in December, 1761, and was shortly afterwards (Gor- 
don says January 2, 1762,) appointed Secretary to the Pro- 

' for the guilt of her husband. I have tried to persuade her that 

* her fears are unfounded ; but she will not be convinced. She re- 

* ceived us in bed, with every circumstance that interests our sjrm- 

* pathy ; and her sufferings were so eloquent that I wished myself 

* her brother, to have a right to become her defender.' — See Life and 
Writings, I, p. 268, 275, 276. 

♦Her portrait, by Sir Thomas Lawrence, now in the possession 
of the Misses Mcllvaine, shows her to have been a remarkably beau- 
tiful woman. 
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vince, in whioh office he suoceeded the Bev. Bichard Peters. 
About 1773 he removed to the country, near Eennett 
Square, in Chester county, a step which he was induced to 
take by reason of the expenses incident to a large family, 
and his own state of health, being, at that time, and for 
some years, quite infirm.'*' The latter I take to haye been 
the true reason for his not saving in the Reyolutionary army. 
Thence he removed to a place which he purchased in 
Chester county, and which, in honor of his mother, he 
called Plumley. He was appointed Judge of Lancaster 
Court in 1789, and d. Feb. 10th, 1810, having served his 
country, and filled with honor many reputable stations; 
esteemed by all who knew him as an eminently just and 
upright man. No words are too strong to describe the ten- 
der and affectionate character of his relations with his 
family. I have before me a letter, written by his wife 
during her last illness, addressed to her husband, with direc- 
tions Ho be opened after my death.' Amongst other 
things, she makes a request that he would give a sum of 
money, not large, to a female friend of hers in needy cir- 
cumstances, in such a manner as to prevent any suspicion of 
the source from which it came ;f but the language in which 

* SDWA^ 8HIPP1N TO JAMBS BURD, AT TINIAN. 

* Lancaster f March 9th, 1777. 
'DbabMr. Bubd: — ^I received a letter yesterday for Col. Ship- 
' pen, who was just returned from Philadelphia, having got better 

* by Doctor Shippen's assistance. One thing in particular helped 

* him, which was taking 9 ounces of blood from him. • • • • 

<I am, dear Mr. Burd, your affectionate, loving father, 

* EDWARD SHIPPEN.' 
In another letter, shortly prior in date to this, one of his children 
says — *But I will not ask you to write, as I know your right arm 

* trembles so much.' 

f I ought perhaps to add, that not only was this request f^th- 
fully complied with, but that the pains taken by Col. Shippen and 
one of his sons, to have the bounty reach its object in the way de- 
sired by the donor, are the best of testimonials to the affectionate 
regard which was had for the wishes of the wife and mother. 
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the letter is conohed, ooold hare proceeded only from a 
heart, in which early loye had been strengthened and ripened 
into conjugal devotion by long years of well-deserved confi- 
dence. 

It was the same as to his children. A letter from his 
daughter Mary, concerning her proposed household arrange- 
ments after marriage, then about to take place, proves that 
no detail, which concerned the welfare of his child, was 
without interest to his parental bosom. 

On Gol. Shippen's public career it is unnecessary frirther 
to dwell. To his service as a soldier, he added the accom- 
plishments of a scholar and of a man of taste ;'*' and was not 

♦ * London, Sq>t Ut, 1768. 

*Dbab Sib:— Your very kind faTor of the 11th October last, 

' reached me in the month of January following, just on my arrival 

' at Rome, after having been a whole year longer away f^om thence 

' than I ever at first thought of. After having wrote you my letter 

* of the lOth May from Florence, by which I see you were informed 
' of the deplorable situation I was in for the first five months of that 
' year, I went very slowly picking up ; but, as you may easily sup- 

* pose, my streng&i and spirits were so much reduced by the long, 

* close confinement to my bed, Ihe strict diet I was obliged to keep, 
' and especially the cruel incisions the surgeon had made on my 
« ancle, I still found myself unable to apply closely to my work for 
' a long time, notwithstanding all the inclination and longing 
' I had to do so. Every time I set down to the slightest studies, 

* though but for a quarter of an hour, there came a giddiness and 
' feverishness upon me that forced me to leave aSt My first appli- 

* cation was to serve my worthy and honored patrons in the copies 

< they desired, as far as lay in my power ; and as, just at that time, 
' Lord Fordwich had ordered up from Leghorn to Florence the pic- 

* ture that Mr. Mings had painted for him, of a Holy Family, and 

* was so obliging as to give me leave to copy it. I thought myself 

* happy in having such an opportunity of studying upon my favorite 

< master, since he was gone from Rome, and Uie season of the year 

* was not proper for me to go thither to seek for other studies. I 
' concluded also that nothing could be mOre agreeable to you and 

* my other friends than the copy of so capital a piece. The agree- 

* ableness of the climate of Florence, the extraordinary kindnesses 

* of Sir Horace Mann, which I shall always have a most grateful 

* remembrance of, especially for that shown me in my illness, and 
' the honorable notice taken of me by all the English nobility and 
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destitute of some talent in versification. The following 
lines, said to have been of his composition, are here printed, 

* gentry that were there, as well as by many of the Florentine no- 

* blemen, were great engagements to me to stay, so that, with all 

< these advantages, I got through the copy (notwithstanding the 

* great weakness that still hung upon me) in about two months, after 
' having been obliged to make my excuses for not serving the Duke 

* of Graiton, and several others, whom, even by Sir Horace's advice, 

* I was obliged to refuse, because of my weak constitution, which 
' absolutely forbad my undertaking much fatigue. Indeed, nothing 
' but such a study after Mings could have made me go through with 

* so large a copy, and in so short a time, and I thought it a happy 
' instance of my cure, that after so much labor I was not again laid 

* up with a fresh fit of my usual violent pains. As you and the gen- 

* tlemen were pleased to give me such liberty to suit my own taste 

* and turn, I saw nothing else at Florence so suitable for me to copy 

* as the Venus by Titian, and a celebrated picture of Hannibal 

* Caracci, in the . Prince Corsini's palace, of Venus lamenting over 
' the dead body of Adonis. In a reasonable time I got this picture 
' done, and sat about the Titian, when, just as it was dead colored 

* in, the fire broke out in the gallery, and put everything there in 
' confusion, and stopped the work of copying there, upon that pic- 

* ture, for some time. If it had been in the winter season, I should, 

* immediately upon this, have proceeded to Rome, and pursued my 

* studies there, not to lose time ; but as there were still two months 

* before it was reckoned safe for me to go that way, and as I had 

* a very favorable opportunity of passing that interval in a journey to 

* Bologna, Parma and Venice, I resolved to embrace it, considering 

< those places, for different merits, as much the object of a student's 

< attention as even Rome itself, in a certain degree. I also consi- 

< dered, that while I was thus not losing my time, I should be im- 

* proving my health, which all my friends were of opinion required 

* such exercise and change of air, after so long and cruel confine- 

< ment, and such close application as I had given the whole summer. 

* Perhaps you will have heard already from the worthy gentlemen 
<at Leghorn, that Mr. Matthews, having left their service some 

< months before, and coming to Florence, accompanied me in this 

* tour, after having consulted those gentlemen, who were pleased 

* not to disapprove of it, but on the contrary favored us both with 

* the kindest and most honorable letters of recommendations for all 

* the places where we were to go in. The particular kindness of 

* Mr. Murray, at Venice, made my stay there much longer than I 

* ever imagined, for which I am in great measure obliged to you, 

* good sir, and Mr. Allen, by your speaking so advantageously of me 

* when you were there. The little enjoyment I have had of my 

* health, you are sensible, must naturally have taken off much of my 
' pleasure for a longer stay, and especially the dread of being laid 

* up at every return of the summer, if I persisted to stay at Rome, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ixxi 



itei 



not as an effort of poetical genius, but because they per- 
petuate the names of the belles of his day : 



) K- * where only my studies required me to stay, since I attribute my 

1 il * haying (thank God) been so well of late, more to the exercise I 

ffii * have had in travelling about, than to any amendment in my con- 

iftff * stitution. On my return from Venice to Florence, I had but just 

►ai! * time to finish my copy of Titian's Venus. I hastened to Rome to 

ift • * make as much as possible of the short time that remained for me 
Ji • there, and thought myself happy in getting done a copy of Guide's 

lb: * finest Herodias in Cardinal Corsini's palace, and another picture 

n'2 * which I composed as a study of my own. Just after I had got 

[T < over these two pieces, Mr. Patoune, a gentleman, a particular 

Ai. 'friend of Mr. Crispin's, was pleased to offer me his company to 

e * England. I therefore could not but embrace it, particularly with 

St •Mr. Crispin's advice, and be thankful to Providence that had 

JIT * thrown such a lucky offer in my way, and thus, thank God, I am 

^ * at last safe arrived at the mother country, which we Americans are 

er ' all so desirous to see, and which I could not but desire as much, 

jt * or more, than Italy itself. After leaving Rome I went to Leghorn 

pi * for a few days, as well to pay my last personal respects to the 

'worthy gentlemen there, (whose favors and friendship I shall 

* always gratefully remember, as well as the good Mr. Crispin's,) as 

* to see about the dispatch of the pictures I had got ready for Ame- 

* rica, and luckily there then offered a New England schooner, that 

* loaded all the copies already mentioned, as the gentlemen will have 

* inft>rmed you, except the Herodias, which unhappily did not reach 
) * Leghorn in time, and now lay there for another opportunity. I 
r * hope they will all arrive safe, and give satisfaction to my worthy 

* patrons, as have been my endeavors, and as I am in duty bound to 

* do. K I have not been able to serve them with more copies, I 

* hope, from your and their generous sentiments, it will be consi- 

* dered how much my studies in Italy have been interrupted by my 

* infirmities, from the very first. I was too uneasy and too uncer- 
•tain of my health to pretend going through a regular course, 

* (which, by the way, if I could have kept on at Rome, would have 
' engaged me to apply more to drawing than painting of copies,) so 
' that I have been glad to pick in any way as much improvement as 
' my health and time would permit, and flatter myself I shall be 
' allowed to have acquired as much as any other in my circumstances 

* could have done, though not near so much as I could wish. I am 

* very sensible of my own wants in regard to painting, and it will be 

* the labor of my whole lifetime to supply them. Your useful hints 

* upon this subject I take in the kindest part ; and for the friendly 

* intentions you have, I value them as much as if they came from 

* Mings himself. You will give me leave always to consider you, 

* dear sir, and Mr. Jn. Allen, among my best and most honored 
' frieads, as well as his worthy father, and the Governor ; and it 
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Ltnei wrtUen in cm AuenMy Room, 

* In lovely White's* most pleasing form^ 
What various graces meet I 
How blest with every striking charm ! 
How languishingly sweet I ,^^ 

' will always be my study to deserve the continuance and benefit of 

, * your friendship and good will. As to the price of the copies, and 

* the manner how I am to satisfy those gentlemen for the generous 

* assistance I have had in money from them, I desire before all 

* things to consider what is suitable and agreeable to them. They 

* are too generous not to make all the allowance that my circum- 

* stances may deserve ; and as to myself, I had much rather that 

* some friend would take upon him to settle the first particular, than 

* pretend to rate my own labors, when in their service to whom I am 

* in honor and gratitude so much obliged ; but as I have the happi- 
*ness of meeting here Mr. Allen himself, the principal of vaj 

* patrons, to whom, of course, I shall endeavor to give satisfaction 

* in this and every other point, it is the less necessary for me now 

* to tire you with a longer detail. I trust wholly in your good 
' nature for an excuse for my not answering your kind letter before I 

* left Italy, and hope you will ascribe my un punctuality rather to 

* my being so hurried and unsettled in the last months of my stay 

* there, than to any forgetfulness of duty and obligation, which I am 

* constantly sensible of, though I should unfortunately fail of giving 

* you such proofs of them as you may strictly expect. It was the 

* greatest pleasure to me to hear of my good friend, Mr. John Allen's, 

* safe return home, and I beg you*d make my hearty compliments 

* to him and all friends, with my particular respects to Governor 

* Hamilton, who makes me proud of the honor he has done my first 

* two copies, as you are pleased to mention. My sincere compli- 

* ments wait no less on all your worthy family, assuring you that I 

* am, with all gratitude and esteem, 

* Dear sir, your most obliged, humble servant, 

*BENJ'N WEST. 

* My dear sir, I have one favor to beg of you, that is, on the arri- 

* val of the case in which the three copies are, they may be care- 
' fully taken out, and the case fastened up again, as it is full of 
' things I am desirous not to have seen, as they are little particulars 

* belonging to painters. I hope you will pardon me for this liberty. 

* To Joseph Shippen, Jr., Esq., in Philadelphia.' 

^ Sister of Bishop White. 
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' With just such elegance and ease. 
Fair, channing Swift"*" appears; 
Thus Willingyf whilst she awes, can please; 
Thus Polly Franks endears. 

' A female softness, manly sense. 
And conduct free from art. 
With every pleasing excellence, 
In Inglis| charm the heart. 

' But see I another fair advance, 
With love commanding all ; 
See ! happy in the sprightly dance, 
.Sweet, smiling, fair M'Gall.| 

' Each blessing which indulgent Heaven 

On mcHTtals can bestow, 
To thee, enchanting maid, is given, 
Its masterpiece below. 

* In Sally Goze's§ form and face, 
True index of her mind, 
The most exact of human race 
Not one defect can find. 

^ Thy beauty every breast alarms. 
And many a swain can prove 
That he who views your conquering charms, 
Must soon submit to love. 

* Ellinor White Swift, eldest daughter of Mr. Joseph SwifL 

J Most probably Miss Abby Willing. 
Miss Katharine Inglis and Miss Margaret M'Gall, dan. of Sam- 
nel M'Gall and Ann Searle, (post, IzxxTiii ) They liyed together 
about fifty years, the greater portion of the time in Pine street, 
(No. 91,) opposite 8t Peter's ohurch. 
i Mrs. Andrew Allen. 
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' With either Chew* such beauties dwell, 

Such charms by each are shared, 
No critic's judging eye can tell 
Which merits most regard. 

* ^Tis far beyond the painter's skill 
To set their charms to view ; 
As far beyond the poet's quill 
To give the praise that's due.' 

Some mention of two of Col. Shippen's brother officers 
will, perhaps, tend to a better understanding of the follow- 
ing letters. Lt. Col. Lloyd was of a family which partici- 
pated largely in the management of the early aiFairs of the 
Province. He was lost at sea, on his way from Boston to 
Charleston, somewhere about 1770. 

Dr. John Morgan was the son of a respectable Welsh 
gentleman, who settled here at an early day. He studied 
medicine with Dr. Redman, and was Apothecary to the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, an office which he held for about a 
year, and relinquished for the purpose of going on Forbes' 
expedition, in which he held a Lieutenant's commission, but 
acted chiefly as Surgeon, and, as appears by Col, Burd's 
^ report to the Governor, did ^ his duty very well.' On his 
^ Teturn, ho became the coadjutor of Dr. Shippen in founding 
a Medical School in Philadelphia; a project which had 
been, in fact, a long-cherished idea of his own, and which 
had chiefly induced him to visit Europe, to pursue his medi- 
cal studies. f ^is thesis, delivered on obtaining his degree, 

* Eldest daughters of Benj. Chew, Esq, One became Mrs. Phil- 
lips, the other Mrs. Carroll. 

f Dr. Morgan's letters, &c., now in Dr. G. W. Norris* possession. 
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was printed at Edinburgh in 1763 ; and is esteemed by high 
professional authority, an excellent and able production. 
After this he traveled in Europe for two years or more, and 
was admitted to the Royal Society in 1765.* He returned 
to Philadelphia^ and his subsequent career is well known .f 



Joseph Shippen, above mentioned, m. Sept. 29, 1768, 
Jane, dau. of John and Jane Galloway, of Anne Arundel 
county, Maryland.^ He d. at Lancaster, Feb. 10, 1810. 

* Mr. Sam. Powers diary has the following entry :^ — '1765, Dec, 

* paid for yr. admission fee to the Royal Society, £21.* 

f Col. Shippen also took an interest in scientific pursuits. 1768, 
Jan. 19, he joined the Am. Philos. Soc. 

J Dr. Caspar Morris, of this city, has kindly favored me with the 
following note concerning Mrs. Shippen's family : 

* The Mr. Galloway mentioned in Mr. Shippen's letter {postj p. 

* 809,) was Mr. Joseph Galloway, brother of Miss Jenny Galloway, 

* afterward Mrs. Shippen. His son John died of consumption. 

* Mrs. Linn died at Cumberland, Maryland, within a year or two, 
*■ leaving several sons and daughters, a good estate and honorable 

* reputation. 

* Mr. Samuel Galloway was the head of the family, and lived at 
' Tulip Hill. He had one son and two daughters. The son was Mr. 
< John Galloway, who inherited the Tulip Hill estate, and left it to 

* his only child, a daughter, who married Virgil Maxcy, Solicitor of 

* U. S. Treasury, and subsequently Minister to Brussels. He was 

* killed by the explosion of Com. Stockton's great gun on board the 

* Princeton. He left two daughters; one married to Francis Mar- 

* koe, of Washington City, and the other to Colonel G. W. Hughes, 

* of the Topographical Engineer corps. The latter is the possessor 
' of the Tulip Hill estate, having on it one of the finest old mansions 

* in the State of Maryland. One of the daughters of Mr. Samuel 

* Galloway married Mr. Ringgold, and her son married Miss Cad- 
« walader, of this city, and was the father of Commander Ringgold, 

* of the U. S. Navy, and Major Ringgold, who fell in the^ Mexican 

* war. The other daughter was the Mrs. Cheston mentioned so hon- 

* orably by Mr. S. She was the grandmother of Mrs. Morris, and 
' was a woman of extraordinary worth and loveliness. The farm is 
' now in my possession, and still maintains the same character given 
*it by Mr. Shippen. The oysters of the old^lady were famous 

* indeed. Her »<m was a man of whom it might\e said, if of any, 

* that he possessed the " Virtus intacta, nescia sordid^, intaminatis 

* fiilget honoribus,*' which Horace considers the highest glory of 

* man. The name of Galloway is now extinct, except as it is borne 
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She was b. Sept. 1745, and d. at Plomley; Chester county^ 
Penna., Feb. 17, 1801. They had issue,* 
1. RoBEET, b. July 10, 1769; d. Dec. 31, 1840; m. Pris- 
cilla Thompson, and had, (with Bbalb Bobdley, 
Jenny, Joseph and Anna, d. unm.,') 

Mary, m. to James Maxwell, have issue, 
Robert, 
Park. 
Sarah, m. to Robert Patterson. 
Hannah, m. to William Ewing. 
John, m. his cousin, Margaret Swift, and have 
issue, 
Elizabeth, 
Samuel Swift, 
Edwin J. 
CharleSj m. Martha Eddowes, have issue, 
Priscilla, m. Rev. C, A. Staples. 
Robert, 
Ellen, 

Mary, m. C. Cullum. 
Margaret, m. Rev. N. A. Staples. 
Richard, m. Magdalena Black, have issue, 
Harriet, m. E. P. Hastings. 
William, 

' by Mr. Galloway Cheston, and my son Galloway C. Morris, and 
*Dr. Joseph G. Shippen, of PottsviUe. Mr. Benjamin Galloway 

* was another son of Mr. Samuel Galloway. He was educated at 

* Eton College, and read law at Lincoln's Inn. He returned home 
' and married a Miss Chew, and settled at Hagerstown, and died 
' childless.* I may also add, that the Galloways settled in Maryland 
prior to the year 1640 ; and that Joseph Galloway, the well-known 
Loyalist, was afcousin of Mrs. Shippen. 

* Her pojtAit, by Benjamin West, is in the possession of Mr. 
John^hipfen, of PottsviUe. His portrait is in the possession of his 
nionTDr. J. G. Shippen, of PottsviUe. 
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Mary Ann, 

BOBERT; 

Maroarst. 
Elizabeth, 
Thompson, 
Maroarbt, m. to J. Black, baye issue, 

BORDLEY, 

Wm. H. H., 
Jane. 
2. John, b. Oct 31, 1771; m. Abigail Reynolds. They d. 
leaying one son, 

Edward Burd Teates Shippen, d. at Hagers- 
town, Maryland, aged 19. 
8. Mary, m. to Samuel Swift. Of ber, more bereafter. 

4. Margaret. 

5. Joseph Galloway, M. D., b. Dec. 25, 1783 ; m. Anna 

Maria Buckley, dau. of Daniel Buckley, of Lancaster 
county, Penna. Tbey bave, 
Harriet Amelia, 
Joseph, M. D. 

Edward, of Pbiladelpbia, m. Augusta Cbauncey, 
dau. of Major Levi* and Priscilla Decatur 
Twiggs,f and bave issue, 

Elizabeth Bordley Twiogs, 

Sarah Burd, 

Frances Stockton, d. 1853. 
Anna Maria, m. to William Newell, of Scbuyl- 

kill county, Penna., baye issue, 

William Harmar. 

* Migor Levi Twiggs, IT. S. Marine Corps, killed at the storming 
of Chapultepec, Mexico, 1847. 

f A niece of Com. Stephen Decatur. 
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6. Henry, b. Dec. 28, 1788; d. March 2, 1839; m. Eliza- 
beth Wallace Evans. Judge Henry Shippen, President 
of the Sixth Judicial District, was educated for the bar, 
and was in very successful practice at Lancaster, when 
the war of 1812 interrupted his forensic career by 
rousing him to his country's defence.* During the 

* The following letter, though of more recent date than any else- 
where printed in this volume, will not, I am sure, be without 
interest : 

JUDGE HENRY SHIPPEN TO HIS SISTER, MRS. SWIFT. 

'Lancaster, October 2M, 1812. 

* Dear Sister : — It was my intention to have gratified myself with 

* a visit to my dear brother and sister this week, but having been 

* pressed to act as one of the judges at the late election, I agreed to 

* do so, not knowing at that time that it would oblige me to attend 

* also at the Presidential Election, on the 30th inst. Court sits here 

* so soon after, that I must postpone my pleasure till some time in 

* December. 

*Your letters have evinced so much anxiety about my being 

* ordered to march against our enemies, that I could not avoid being 

* sensibly affected by them, although I have too long neglected an- 

* swering them, owing to a multiplicity of matters, that have of late 

* occupied me. I have no expectation of receiving orders till next 

* spring, and even then it is quite uncertain. If it should turn out 

* otherwise, I shall go readily, and try to see all my friends before 

* leaving this on an expedition. 

* I have heard from brother of your trips to Pottsgrove, German- 

* town, Ormiston, &c., of which you have said nothing ; neither does 

* brother mention anything about his prospects and success in bnsi- 

* ness. ^ I always knew there was nothing selfish in either of your 

* dispositions ; but I should always be very glad to hear more about 

* yourselves, 

* I cannot help frequently casting a retrospective eye on former 

* times, recollecting with pleasure the days of my youth or child- 

* hood, which I spent in the country, surrounded by my friends, in 

* peace and innocence, tranquillity and happiness. How little did 

* I then know of the world, its vices and vicissitudes ! When read- 

* ing the history of Rome and the villanies of her tyrants, I ima- 

* gined it was the tale of other times, now gone and past forever, the 

* likeness of which was no more known. When reading the sudden 

* reverses of fortune in a novel or play, I conceived it to be merely 

* the illusions of fancy, far beyond anything in real life. How mis- 

* taken the ideas and notions of my childhood ! I now often, alas ! 
' too often, see the reverses of fortune, instances of misery, oppres- 

* sion of the unfortunate and unprotected, the cruelty and malice of 
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attack on Baltimore he proved his valor and patriotism, 
but lost for some years the vigor of an uncommonly 
strong constitution by sufferings produced by inflam- 
matory rheumatism. He at last recovered, resumed 
his profession, married, and removed to Meadvillc, 
where he resided for many years, beloved and respected 
in no common degree. His judicial appointment em- 
braced five counties, and its onerous duties seem to 
have been discharged in a most creditable manner.* 
He is said, by those who knew him, to have been a man 
of most benevolent disposition, high moral principle, 
and engaging manners. They had, 

Frances, m. to Edgar Huidekoper. 

Edwaed, 

* the wealthy, equaling if not exceeding anything I have met with in 

* the eflfusions of the most fanciftil writer. A man who, some years 

< ago, stood high in character, wealth and importance, as a merchant 
' in Philadelphia, bearing a commission of the Peace, now lies, the 

* victim of oppression, and the picture of misery and wretchedness, 

* in a solitary room in Lancaster prison, for a debt he is unable to 

* pay. This is but one among many instances that come within my 

* observation in the course of my profession. How thankful should 
' we be to a kind Providence for his goodness in keeping us above 
« the frowns of fortune. And how thankful should i; be to my dear 
^ good father for urging me to a profession which affords me fre- 

* quent opportunities of alleviating the distresses of the unfortunate, 
' at the same time that I am following my professional duties^ and 
' making my livelihood. But a truce, for a message this minute 

* comes to invite me to come and drink tea with Mrs. Grubb, at Mrs. 

< Zantzinger's. That charming woman has been spending a few 

* days with Miss Juliana. You have frequently joked and pressed 

* me about entering into a matrimonial engagement. Could I find 
' another just like her, I should not be long in making a choice, so 

* far as related to myself. 

' Weddings have of late become very fashionable at Carlisle and 
« Harrisburg, but Lancaster remains statu quo — ^none talked of.^ 

♦Adieu, my dear sister, as I must cease so as to accept my invi- 
' tation. Yours, affectionately, 

*H. SHIPPEN.' 

* Several of his decisions are to be found in Haz. Reg, 
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Evans W., m. Katherine Y. McElwee. 
Bush R., (Rev.) now of Chicago. 
SabaH; m. to Rev. Thos. J. Mumford. 
William, 
FrankuN; 

JOSSPH. 



Of the families of Swift and M'Call, which have been 
already and will be again mentioned, I have gathered the 
following information, which may be appropriately inserted 
here ; 

Samuel M'Call,* of Glasgow, merchant, m. a dan. of 
Robert Dundas, of Arnistoun, She was a sister of 
Lord Arnistoun, and an aunt of Viscount Melville. 
They had issue, (with others,) 

Robert, who emigrated to America, and settled 
in Virginia. He had, 

Samuel, who m. his cousin Ann, as here- 
after mentioned. 
Another son, (William, as is said,) whose 
dau. Catharine Flood M'Call, was 
; livinginRichmond, Virginia, in 1821, 
when Mr, Swift called upon her. She 
was, as is believed, the last of the 
'. T . . Virginia branch. 

* These notices are prepared from rarioBS MS. letters, deeds, 
powers of attorney, &c., in the possession of Mr. Swift, Mr. Harry 
M'Call and Mr. Richc ; and from information derived through a 
gentleman in England. M'Call Arms. — Gu. a fesse chequj ar. and 
of the field, surmounting two arrows in saltire ar. points upward, 
all between three buckles of the same, and within a bordure indented 
or. Crest. — A boot, thereon a spur, all ppr. Motto, — Dulce peri- 
colam. 
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George, who settled in Philadelphia. 
James, from whom descended James M'Call, 
Esq., of Braehead and Glyntown, now or 
lately Lt. Col. 8th Hussars. 

Georqe M'Call settled in Philadelphia some time during 
the year 1701, (as is conjectured); but, however this may 
be, in 

1710, he bought a large tract of land, some ten thousand 
acres, situated on the Schuylkill river and Manahatany 
creek, which he called Douglas Manor. He was a merchant 
in high standing, and acquired large wealth. 

1716, August 9th, he m. Ann Ybates, dau. of Jasper 
Yeates, a gentleman of the highest consideration and cha- 
racter in the Province ; who was one of the Council, and 
part of the time held that office whilst a member of the As- 
sembly. He did much to compose the differences between 
the two bodies, frequently acting on Committees of Confer- 
ence. One of his descendants, Judge Jasper Yeates^ as 
will be hereafter seen, married the daughter of Col. James 
Burd. 

Mr. M'Call d. 1740. 

She d. 1744. They are both buried in Christ Church- 
yard. Their portraits are in the possession of the Misses 
M'Call^ in Chestnut street. 

They had, (with Mabqabet, William and Jenny, who 
d. young or unm^ 
1. Catharine, m. to John Inglis,* for many years Col- 

* Mf. Inglis* portrait, painted by Peale about the year 1770, for 
the City Dancing Assembly, of which Mr. Inglis was a manager 
from its institution till within a few years of his death, is now in 
the possession of Mr. Fisher. Mr. Inglis' arms were : Az. a lion 
rampant ar. on a chief ar. three stars az. Crest. — ^A demi-lion ar. 
in his dexter paw a mullet or. ifot^.— Becte faciendo securus. 

4* 
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lector of the Pwt, and also member of Common Coun- 
cil, to which he was elected Nor. 11, 1745. They had, 

John Inglis, m. Barbara . He was 

afterwards Rear Admiral in the British Nav j. 
He lired at Red Hall, near Edinburgh. 

SABfUBL Inqlis, who m. Ann , and d. 

1783, leaving Rebecca, who d. shortly after 
her father, as did also his widow. 
GiORQB Inqus, of Abingdon, Montgomery 

county; d. unm, 1888. 
Katharini, d. tmm. 1821. 
Maby, m. to Col. Julines Bering, of Jamaica.* 
They had, besides Mrs. Middleton, mentioned 
heretofore (p. xlvi), 
Anna Maria, m. lo the late Earl of Scar- 
borough, and d. leaving the present 
Earl and two daughters.t 
Eleanor, m. to Sir John Milbanke, Bart. 
Catharine, m. to Mr. Gordon.J 
Oliver, m. but d, «. p. 
Ann, m. to Gilbert Barkly, merchant, who d. 
1771. They had one child, Katharine 
Barkly, who lived (July 12th, 1804) with 
her uncle, Admiral Inglis. 

2. Jasper M'Call, a merchant, who m. Magdalen EoUock, 
of Delaware. He d. 1747. His widow subsequently 
m. John Swift, for many years Collector of the Port. 

* His arms weriB, *yeiiy on a bend ar. a cinqnefoil bet#e«n two 
' lions pass, of the Md.' For a notice of OoL Bering's deitcent, see 
Bwr%e% Cwamonm. B. T. Beckford of Fonthill. Mr. Fisher has 
the portraits #f CoL Bering and his wife. 

+ See £urke*t Peerage. 

I Her two dao. married into the family of Wlea,Surk(^8 Landed 
Qentry. 
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Jobn Swift was the eldest of the two sons of John Swift 
and Mary White, his wife, who emigrated to Pennsylvania, 
and purchased lands in Philadelphia county, which he rep- 
resented for many years in the Assembly.'*' He came from 
Londonf to this city, and was of a family which sprung 
(»nginally from Yorkshire. Mrs. Swift was the sister 
of the John White to whom John Swift's letters are ad- 
dressed; a man of considerable wealth, of high character 
and excellent social position. He took a most affectionate 
interest in the welfare of his two nephews, John and Joseph, 
and had them sent out to him in England, where they were 
educated, the younger, Joseph, having been a graduate of 
one of the two great Universities; though it is not now 
known of which.| Though their uncle offered them a home 
in England, yet they preferred to take care of themselves, 
and ' seek their fortunes' in the new world. § Some years, 
however, before Mr. White died, he made over to them his 
fortune, upon condition that they should pay to him a given 
annuity ; a condition which was not only fulfilled, but when, 
on one occasion, he wanted something more than usual, his 
request was answered by a bill of exchange for double the 
amount he asked for. 

* Proud. II. 160, &c. 

f Mr. Swift's coat of arms was, * Or. a chey. barry nebnUe ar. 

* and az. between three roebucks courant ppr.|^ Mr. White's arms 
are generally used by the Swift family. 

X Some of Joseph Swift's Latin and Greek books are still kept in 
the family ; but the inscriptions in them do noi mention the Uni- 
versity at which he was educated. / 

§ John Swift to Grosvenor Bedford, Oct 11, 1«48, speaks of * the 
« indolent and luxurious life which I led at Cj/ydon,' (Mr. White's 
residence,) * as not suitable to my circumstMnCes, whatever it might 

* be to my inclinations.' y^ 

April 12, 1748. * My ambition and^irfclination lead me to settle 

* in England, but I think it is hotter for me to stay here, where 

* there is a certainty of adYaj^^ergein business.' 
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Of Mr. White I have not been able to obtain nmny par- 
ticulars. A great deal of his plate and china still remain 
in the family.* There is also a curious medal now in the 
possession of Mr. Joseph Swift.f His portrait, by Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, hangs at Swarthmore, and represents a 
portly, fashionably-dressed gentleman, who, to judge from 
his physiognomy, was by no means deficient either in cha- 
racter or in love of good dieer. 

Mr. White's letters were unfortunately destroyed some 
years since. Tradition represents him to have been de- 
scended from a family which had held high civic honors in 
the city of London, and also distinguished position in the 
English church. 

* The arms, as painted on the china and engraved on the silver, 
are : Gules, a bordare sable charged with eight estoiles or ; on a 
canton ermines, a lion rampant sable. Crest. — On the china, an 
ostrich, but on the silver a stork. 

f A friend, with some numismatic propensities, inquired in Notes 
and Queries, (ix. 399, x. 15, 94,) concerning this medal. It is of 
gilver, about two inches in diameter. On the face is a bust of Queen 
Anne, crowned with laurel; legend, d. o. maq. b&i. fb. et hib. 
Reverse, full length figure of Britannia, holding a lance and an olive 
branch ; ships sailing and laborers ploughing in the background ; 
legend, compositis venebantur abmis, mdccxiii. Tradition repre- 
sents it to have been given to Joseph Swift^ on some occasion, whilst 
he was at the University, 

Mr. W. D. Haggard (x. 94) thinks thi» tradition * incorrect,* be- 
cause the medal * was struck on the Peace of Utrecht. There were 

* two medals struck, one much smaller than the other. The larger 

* one in gold was presented to each member of the House of Lords ; 

* the smaller one irf^old to each member of the House of Commons. 
< I have seen a medal of the same description, but of a size between 

* the two ; ex. rare.'' 

Mr. Haggard has overlooked the fact that the medals of which he 
speaks are of golct^ whilst this is of silvet. Another correspondent, 
(E. H.) of Notes and Queries, (x. 16,) suggests that * an examination 

* of the records of Oxford or Cambridge might show, that a medal 

* was presented to the writer of the best copy of verses upon the 

* Peace of Utrecht' This may perhaps have been the case ; that 
the medal was thus given to a member of the family of Mr. White 
or Mr. Swift, perhaps to Mr. White himself, who is said to have re- 
ceived his degree at Oxford. 
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John Sirift returned to Philadelphia some time in No- 
vember or December, 1746,* and entered into business as a 
merchant. He served for many years in the City Council, 

* John Swift's letter-book, from which I have already extracted 
matter calculated to exhibit life and society in Philadelphia, as it 
was more than a century since, has in it also a letter, part of which 
is curious as showing what our ancestors, on the other side of the 
water, desired to obtain as the rarities of our country. It is ad- 
dressed to Mr. John White, at Croydon, in Surry, dated April 27th, 
1749. After speaking of a couple of silver sauceboats, which he 
had had made as a present to his uncle, partly, howeyer, for the 
sake of showing the skill of the silversmith, he says : 

* I have also sent you four flying squirrels by Capt. Arthur, who 

* has promised to take care of t£em. They are in a wire cage, 

* which I had made last summer for the purpose, and I have pro- 

* vided for them a good store of nuts. You are to pay Capt Arthur 

* for their passage with a good bowl of punch at the Coffee House, 

* if they get to you safely, which I hope they will. It gives me a 

* great deal of uneasiness, that I have not been able to procure some 

* rattlesnakes to send you. I have sent eight to Mr Bedford, which 

* were all that I could anyways muster up. The season is now 
' coming on for them, and I have four doctors and two iron-works 

* engaged, by solemn promises,^ to get all they can for me, besides 

* several frequenters of the market, and they shall none of them 

* have any peace till I am supplied with a sufficient quantity. Mr. 

* Bedford seemed to have set his heart so very much on having 

* some, and I have said so much to him about them, that I was 

* ashamed to put him off any longer. I hope you will be so good as 

* to excuse me until I get some more.* 

In the letter, by the same vessel, advising Mr. Bedford of the 
shipment of the rattlesnakes, he mentions that * there is a small 

* bundle of French vipers among them.* Terrapins were sent so 
frequently, that I doubt not but that they wore as much esteemed 
by the Philadelphia epicures of that day as they are by the philoso- 
phers of the present. 

The names of Grosvenor Charles Bedford, and his brother, Horace 
Walpole Bedford, are of course familiar to the readers of Southey*8 
Life and Letters. I suppose, from the dates, place of residence, 
names, &c., that these gentlemen were the sons of the friend of Mr. 
Swift and Mr. White. 

John Swift married without obtaining his uncle's consent before- 
hand. From several letters on the subject I extract the following, 
which give a quiet but amusing account of the affair. Mr. White's 
dissatisfaction did not prevent his bestowing one half 4f his fortune 
on Mr. Swift, as already related. 

CH. J. SHIPPKN TO COL. 8HIPPEN. 

^ London^ September 14ith, 1749. 

* You tell me of John Swift*s ir«ddi«g. Tha reason of his con- 
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to which he was elected Dec. 4, 1757. He was generally 
known as ' the old Collector.'* He d. 1802. By his wife, 
Magdalen^ he had issue, 

John White, Jacob, and Mart, d. unm. 
Alios, m. 1st, to Bobert Cambridge Livingston, 
by whom she had, 
BoB£RT Swift, Thomas Ferguson, John 
Swift, James Duane, and Maria, 
m. to John C. Steyens, Esq. 

* cealing it, was that his uncle, Mr. John White, might gire his con- 

* sent to the marriage before he heard that it was actually consum- 

* mated ; in which, however, poor Swift was disappointed, for the 
' old gentleman had not the letter to ask his consent before he 

* received that which gave an account of his being married. I met 

* Mr. White in the Coffee House and wished him joy, but he gave 

< me a short answer : that it was no joy to him, and thought that, 

* as Swift had no other dependence but on him, the least he could 

* have done would have been to ask his consent before he took such 

< a step. However, I hope he will not carry his resentment so far 

* as to prejudice the poor fellow, wh^, I believe, is very deserving.' 

JOHN SWIfT TO OSGOOD GIB, S8Q., AT BXOKBHHAM, KENT. 

*1 should have acquainted you of my being married, while it was 

< new, but could never catch myself in a humor to do it, and answer 

* your letter at the same time. I make no doubt but you, and all 

< the rest of my friends, were surprised to hear it I am sensible 

* that it must appear, to people that know me, to be a very strange 

* way of proceeding, not to consult my uncle about it, but I was got 

* so far in love (without intending it) that I could not bear tiie 

* thought of being refused, because nothing in this world could have 
' made me happy, if that had been the case. I must now look upon 

* Philadelphia as my home, but have not given over the thought of 

< seeing England once again, and having the pleasure of being your 

< guest at Beckenham. Pray make my compliments to Mrs. Gee, 

< and all your good family. I have sent two small kegs of pickles, 

< the produce of this country, of which I beg your acceptance, and 
' hope they will prove good. They are in a box, which I have sent 

* to my uncle's, under the care of Mr. Elliot, a young gentleman 

* that came over with me from London, and we have lived together 

* in the same house these two years. If it should fall in your way 

* to be acquainted with him, you will find him to be a very sensible, 

< modest, deserving young fellow, and an agreeable companion. He 

* is a son of my Lord Minto's, of Scotland.' 

* His portrait is now in possesskm of Miss Magdalen P. Swift 
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She m. 2div, (in New York,) James Craufutd, 

Esq., Colonel of the Guards, Equerry to the 

Queen, And flovernor of Bermuda, by whom 

^ she-hadiioijssue. He was a friend of Oeorge 

• -•*• Selwyn* ^t- ^ ..^- ...... .^ 

Joseph, who commanded a troop of horse (Loy- 
alist) during the ^irirt^ffft He went to 
Noya Scotia, where he manMlfiMlt subse- 
quently returned to Philadelphia with his 
wife, and here d. 1826. He had nine chil- 
dren. He was ' the handsome as eyer but 
' stuttering as usual Captain Joe Swift/ men- 
tioned in Miss Franks' letter to her sister, a 
p&rt of which is printed in the Republican 
Court. 
Charles, at one time Bedster of Wills, m. 
Ist, Mary Bi(%, by mfA^^jf^^f (with 
Mary d. young,) |^ 

Thos. Riche, 
Magdalen Peel, 
Sarah, m. to her cousin, James Duane 

Livingston. 
Charles, who changed his name to Charles 

Swift Rich'^. 
John, for several years Mayor of the City. 
Mr. Swift m. 2dly, Mrs. Inman, by whom he had,* 
Robert, Lewi8,J and Henry. 

* See mention of him and his brother in Mr. Jesse's entertaining 
Tolumes * George Selwyn and his Contemporaries,' iv. 108, iii. 880. 
Mr. Griswold (Repnblican Court, p. 82) says that Got. Craufurd, 
after his marriage, resided in New York till hib death. 

■ f Mr. Sabine, in his LoyalisU, has a brief notice of him. 
% Mr. Lewis Swift is now in possession of the old family prop- 
er^, called * Croydon Lo^e.' 



1* 







2?i^ 



1U 



?^. 



Ixxxfiii 



8. Anne M'Call, b. April 7, 1721 ; m. her cousin, 
Samuel M'Call. He wag employee by the government, 
as I find from his letter, (Dovdh, May 28, 1765,) in 
> -some matters of consequencfi^^ftji ii iaalIgH; jn one ^^^f 
He) lutliuiui rjlujm jftiiCi tt ^ They had, with AwitB| ' 
CATHi^iNE, Margabet^ Eleanob and Isabel, who 
d, unm,, /y^ fii^y 

filVKf who m. a British officer, named Dow, and 
had two children, 

Samuel, d. young, and Anne, returned to 
Philadelphia, where she lived with 
her aunts, and d. unth, 1841. 

4. Samuel, b. Oct. 5, 1721^ d. 1762. He was a mer- 
chant, and appears to have served in no other public 
capacity than that of member of Council, to which he 
was eleAl 0/9^, 1747A He m. Ann, dau. of Gapt. 
John SfflWefrod had iajme,* 

George, MAj^atoEX, Eleanor and Maby, d. 

Cat^Abine, m. Tench Coxe, d, s, p. 

Searle M'Call, of the island of St. Chris- 
topher, merchant, d, unm, 1786. 

Ann, m. to Thomas Willing, as hereinafter men- 
tioned. 

George, b. April 16, 1724 ; d. 1758. His wife was the 
Mrs. Lydia M'Call in Watson's list of belles. She 
d. 1762. They had, 

Maby, Cathabine, and Lydia, all of whom d. 
unm. 

* MS. in Chief Justice Tilghman's handwriting. 
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6. Maby, b. March 81, 1725; m. to William Plumstead, 

(son of Olement Plnmstead, well known in the early 
annals of the Province,) repeatedly elected Mayor of 
the City, 1750, &c. They had, «iMN|^XC|V# 
William, Clement, i^tum^ &nd Catharine, 

who c?. ttfim. and Tfi ^1 T l■^ ^Trlt f^^^ii^ 
J^yu0(rOBOROB, who m. Miss Boss, and had, ^*#^ • ^ - 

William, Mary, Clement, and Mar- 
garet. 

7. Archibald, h. June 28, 1727; d. 1799. He liyed at 

the corner of Union and Second streets. He was the 
first East India merchant of his day. He m. 1762, 
Judith Kemhle, of Mount Kemble, in New Jersey,'*' 
and by her (who d. 1828, aged 86) had issue, several 
children, which d. young; and Samuel, Harriet, 
BlOHARD and RostRT, d. unm. Also, 

Mary, b. July 28, 1764; d. March 28, 1848; 
m. to Lambert Cadwalader, Colonel in 
the American army during the Keyolution. 
They had, 
John, d. young. 

Thomas, m. Maria Gouvemeur, of New 
York. 
Archibald, b. Oct. 11, 1767; d. 1843; m. 
Elizabeth Cadwalader, half sister of the late 
Oen. Thomas Cadwalader, and had, with 
others, 
George M'Call, Col. U. S. A., m. Miss 
M'Murtrie. 

* For an aocount of the Kembles, one of whom m. Gen. Gage, B. A., 
of Boston memory, see Burke's Land. Oentry, 8. ▼. Van Corllandt 
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George, b. May 2, 1769 j d. April 17, 1799 ; m. 
Miss Clymer, dau. of George Clymer, one of 
the signers of the Declaration. 

lia?E«|^p{;sq. 
^•^«iii!W^X^llJ@|izabeth Sitgreaves, of Easton. 
V^Tj^ Peter, h. Maroh 23, 1776; d. 1809; m,^||||| 

Gibson, and had, 
John Gibson, d. leaving issue, and 
Peter, lately Mayor of the City, m. 
Miss Mercer, of Virginia. 
Henry, b. Sept. 27, 1788, still surviving; m. 
Lise Jones, of Louisiana, and has, 
Richard, m. Olivia Wilson. 
Harry, m. Charlotte Wilcocks. 
Jones, m. Angele Longer. 

8. Margaret,' b. April 6, 1731; i 1804; 

m. 1759, to Joseph Swift, younger and only brother 
of John Swift, above mentioned. He was b. Juno 24, 
1731, and d. December 26, 1806. They are buried in 
the same tomb in Christ Church-yard. Their portraits 
are at ' Swarthmore,' formerly his residence, now 
that of his gr. son, Mr. Joseph Swift. 
Joseph Swift was a merchant, and in business for many 
years with his brother. He was elected to the City Coun- 
cil, along with George Clymer, on the 6th of October, 1767, 
in which he served until his death in 1806."*" His character 

* He seems to have taken some interest in politics. * May 1st, 

* 1776. — This has been one of the sharpest contests, yet peaceable, 
' that has been for a number of years, except some small disturbance 

* among the Dutch, occasioned by some unwarrantable expressions 

* of Joseph Swift, viz., that except they were naturalized, they had 

* no more right to a yote than a Negro or Indian.' — ChrUtopher Mar- 
8haW8 Diary, 11, At night Mr. Swift's residence was tiireatened 
by a mob ; but, as he was not there, no dannage was done. 
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is so well described by one of his contemporaries^ as to 
require no farther words from me. 

' With a constitution delicate in the extreme; he executed 
' his many duties with an energy and steadiness only'tb'be 
' expected from a stronger frame. •!& his priyate dealings 
' he was exemplarily just. In the City Magistracy^ which 
< he filled for some time, he was a firm though gentle curb 
* to evil-doers, a support and protector of those who did well. 
' In various offices of our commercial; charitable and reli- 
' gious institutions, particularly those of the Protestant 
^ Episcopal Church, of which he was an invaluable member, 
' he honored himself and served his constituents by a faith- 
' ful and judicious execution of the trusts.' 

I may add, that his acquirements as a scholar often 
brought his pen into requisition, when public papers were 
to be prepared ; an instance of which may be found in the 
address by the Philadelphia merchants to the Speaker of 
the New Jersey Assembly. They had, 

Ellinob White, John, William, George, 
Martha and Mah^aret, d. unm. Ellinor 
was famous in her day as a belle, but died 
young. 
Mary, now living at the advanced age of 92 years. 
She was the intimate friend of her cousin, 
Eleanor Elliot, who afterwards m. Admiral 
Digby, and went to England, and with her 
she maintained for many years, until Mrs. 
Digbys death, a constant and affectionate 
correspondence. Mrs. Digby* s letters were 
filled with details of society and life in Eng- 
land; but, after her death, Miss Swift de- 
stroyed them. Mrs. Digby, amongst other 
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things, sent out two piotores represenUng 
different yiews of her husband's residence, 
one of which is at Swarthmore, the other is 
in the possession of Mr. Swift's eldest daugh- 
ter. They, were painted (as appears by the 
inscriptions on them) by Robert Sherburne, 
1790. 

JosiPH, who m. and left two daughterS| Mrs. 
Orawford and Mrs. Morrison. 

Elizabeth, still liying. 

Samuel, b. 11th Jan. 1771, who m. Feb. 11, 
1795, Mary Shippen, dau. of CoL Joseph 
Shippen. She was b. May 17, 1773, and d. 
June 2, 1809. He d. at Germantown, Nov. 
28, 1847. They are buried in one tomb in 
the graveyard of the ancient Episcopal Church 
at Oxford. She, as appears both from her let- 
ters and the testimony of those who knew her, 
was faithful, judicious and affectionate in all 
her seyeral^elations in life. He was gradu- 
ated at the University of Pennsylvania, and 
studied law with Judge Yeates; but preferring 
the independence of a country life, lived at his 
country place, in Philadelphia county. Edu- 
014^ a Federalist, he nevertheless espoused 
the Democratic policy, which he occasionally 
advocated in articles greatly esteemed at the 
time for their vigor, candor, research and 
polish. He possessed much natural poetical 
talent, which he cuftivated and exercised, up 
to his decease, for the amusement and grati- 
fication of his family, though he never cared 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xeiii 

to seek a wider circle. Many of these pieces 
are preserved by his children. They had 
issue^ 

Mabgabet^ m. <b John Shippen^ and has 

issue, (afUe, p. Ixxvi.) 
William, d. unm. 

Mabt, m. to M. Brooke Buckley. They 
haT^JMue. ^yn, 

Joseph, m. Nov. 24, 1831, Eliza Moore 
Willing, dau. of George Willing, here- 
after mentioned. She d. Sept. 9, 1840. 
They had, (with GEOBas, who d. 
young,) 
Emily, 
Maby. 

Samuel, m. Mary Boyer, and has issue. 

Elizabeth, 

Sabah, 

Edwin, 

Jane, m. to John Swift, (not a kinsman.) 

9. Eleanob, b. July 8, 1732, m. to Andrew Elliot,* then 

* Mr. Elliot, already 8pok«a of, (anUy p. Izxxyi,) is firequently 
mentioned in John Swift's letter-book, fr<Hn which I extract a para- 
graph, written whilst Mr. Elliot was on a visit to London. The 
letter is addressed to Grosrenor Bedford, Oct 25, 1749. <lf yon 

* frequent the PennsyWania Coffee House, you will probably meet 
' with a tall, thin Scots gentleman, with a pimply face. He answers 

< to the name of Elliot, and is an intimate fHend of mine, one for 

< whom I have a particular regard, on account of seyeral yaluable 

* qualities I haye discovered in him, we having lived together in the 
' same house for nearly two yeurs.' Mr. Elliot was elected to the 
City Councils, Oct 7, 1755, along with Chief Justice Shippen and 
Thomas Willing, and served in that body for several years. There 
is a sketch of him in Mr. Sabine's LoyaUsU, to which I will only 
add, that the Pennsylvania property, derived through his marriage, 
was confiscated and sold. 
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a resident in Philadelphia, afterwards Lt. Gov. of New 

York. She had but one child, (a few days after whose 

birth she died),* 

Eleanor, m. 1st, January 14th, 1774, to James 

Jauncey, Jr., of New York; and 2dly, about 

1784, to Admiral Digby, who served on our 

coast during the Revolution. She d. s. p.f 

After his first wiftisdea^^^. Elliot m. 2dly, Elizabeth 

Plumstead, (mGf^^nuMm Plumstead, who m. Mary 

M'Call,) and had two daughters, 



* The portrait of Mrs. Elliot and her dau. Eleanor, taken whilst 
a child, by West, are at Swarthmore. Mrs. Buckley has a^niniature 
of Mrs. Digby, taken after she went to England to reside. 

t In the defence of Admiral Graves (Pol, Mag. 1784, vi. 20, &c.) 
is a curious account of the battle which he intended to fight with the 
Count de Grasse, and thereby relieve Lord Comwallis ; an extract 
from which, as it relates to Admiral Digby, I make. 

* The 24th, in the evening, Rear Admiral Digby came from Europe 

* with the Prince George of 98, Canada of 74, and Lion of 64 guns ; 

* and upon the 11th of October arrived the Torbay of 74, and Prince 

* William of 64 guns, from Jamaica, in pursuance of Sir George 

* Rodney's orders. 

* Mr. Digby bore himself a commission for commanding in North 

* America, and brought to Mr. Graves Admiralty orders, dated the 

< 9th of June, for his proceeding with the London to Jamaica and 

* for putting himself under the senior officer on that station, if senior 

* to himself However, the London could not be spared at this 

* crisis, when another engagement was in contemplation ; and the 

* officers both of fleet and army appearing desirous of the same 

* Admiral's continuing to direct the naval operations, and no one 

* more so than Mr. Digby himself, (the next in rank upon the sta- 

* tion,) Mr. Graves went on with the maritime command, although 

< superseded, with the same ardor and alacrity as before. 

< The utmost, and very uncommon exertions had indeed hitherto 

* been made through<hit all the marine departments to get every one 

* of the ships ready again for sea, but some cross accidents inter- 
« vened to retard them ; in particular, the Alcide, by falling aboard 

* the Shrewsbury, had carried away her bowsprit and foreyard, just 

* as she was repaired in her damages from the late fight. All, how- 

* ever, except the Shrewsbury, Montagu, and Europe, went down 

* with the help of evening tide to Sandy Hook the 17th, when the 
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Elizabeth, m. to Earl Cathcart. She was the 
gipppimother of the late General Cathcart, 
who was killed in the Crimea. 

Aqnes, m. to Sir David Carnegie. 

« Admiral gave out his line of battle;* tiie next morning they em- 
< barked their troops; and on the morning of the 19th, the three 
' last-named ships joining the rest, and taking in their lot of soldiers, 

* the whole armament getting safe over the bar, hurried away for 

* the Chesapeake. It consisted of 26 ships properly of the line, 

* there being three of 98 guni^, fourteen of 74, one of 70, and seven 

* of 64, besides two of 60, with 7149 land forces on board, to which 

* the general would have added another regiment or two, but there 

* was not room for them. 

* On the 24th, when near Cape Charles, (the hithermost headland 

* of the Chesapeake,) the scouting vessels brought intelligence of 

* Lord ComwalUs having surrendered some days before. His lord- 
' ship had opened a treaty the 17th, settled the terms the 18th, and 
•signed them the 19th. * * * ♦ 

' This made him (Admiral Graves) determine to lose no time in 
turning over the North American command to Mr. Digby, in pur- 

* suance of the Admiralty's order; and as his own ship was not 
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Sarah Shippen^ dau. of Edward Shippen, of Lancaster, 
(ante, p. xxviii) was m. to Col. James Burd. He was 
the third son of Edward Burd, a gentleman who lived 
on his estate of Ormiston, near Edinburgh, Scotland, 
by his wife, Jane Halliburton, a dau. of the Lord Pro- 
vost of Edinburgh. Both Col. and Mrs. Burd d. at 
his estate of Tinian, near Harrisburg. They had 
issue, (with Allen, d, young, and Elizabeth, d. unm,) 
Sarah, m. to Judge Jasper Yeates. 
Edward, m. to Elizabeth Shippen.^ 
Mary Shippbn, m. to Peter Grubb, Esq. 
Jane Burd, m. to George Patterson, Esq. 
Margaret Burd, m. to Jacob Hubley, Esq. 
James Burd, m. Elizabeth Baker. 
Joseph Burd, m. 1st, Kitty Cochrane ] 2d, Har- 
riet Bailey. 
All the children of Col. and Mrs. Burd (except Joseph) 
rejoiced in respectably-sized families ; but as the ramifica- 
tions appear to be extensive, and as the materials before me 
are such as I can but little trust, I will not attempt to trace 
them. Some of their grand-children either are, or were, 
or intermarried wil^ persons of character and position : the 

< required for the security of the West Indian squadron on their 

< passage, although he had offered to accompany them for that pur- 

< pose, he sailed on the 10th at eight in the morning, singly, for his 
* own destination.' 

* As this page is passing through the press, the following aa- 
HDuncement appears in the newspapers, of ue death of the last sur- 
yiviDg child of Major Biird : 

'This, 11th day of June, SARAH BURD, daughter of the late 

< Edward Burd, Esq., in the 70th year of her age.' 
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late Edward Shippen Burd, Judge Charles Smithy of the 
Supreme Court of this State, Burd Patterson, Esq., Red- ^* 
mond Conyngham, and others. ^^^^^ $•*•• 

Col. Burd was for many years in the military service of ^JW^W** 
the Province ;* but, as the following letters speak so fully 
of his career, it is unnecessary to enter into a more parti- 
cular account of his life and character, except as to his ser- 
vice in the Bevolutionary army. It seems, that he was 
very active at the beginning of the Revolution in his efforts 
to raise troops, and was greatly disappointed and somewhat 
mortified at not having received a commission as Brigadier 
General.f However, he accepted a Colonelcy, to which he 

* The following extract from, a letter from Edward Shippen, Esq. 
to CoU Jameii Burd, dated * Lancaster, October 6, 1769,' is curious 
as showing that nearly a century ago * the western trade' was of 
consequence, and the subject of feeling : 

* Your kind favor of the 18th inst, several days ago, and I am much 
' pleased to hear of your and Col. Shippen's good health, and that 
' you are going on so fast with th« roads through that rugged coun- 

* try to the mouth of Red Stone creek, which empties into the Mo- 
' nongahela. This will giye the Virginians and the worthless Mary- 

* landers a fine opening to Pittsburgh, and I am glad enough of it 

* on every account except one, that the former will have an easy 

* way to transport their goods to, and bring back the peltry from the 

* Ohio, and as they will then find the sweets of the Indian trade, 

* (tho' for my part I should call them the sours,) we may reasoniably 

* expect they [will] not suffer us to go out of our limits down that 

* river.' 

f JOSEBfi SHEBEB TO COL. JAMES BUBD, AT TINIAN. 

* Philadelphia, August 21th, 1776. 
*Deab Colonel — ^I received yours of the 19th, and it gives me 

* great pleasure to hear of your welfare, as well as also the spirit 

* with which you have conducted matters, indeed. I hardly could 

* expect that you could have fitted out two companies as well as you 

* have done, and as for arms, here they are not to be had ; notwith- 

* standing there is a great deal comes here, there is a demand for 

* them to the continental troops, so that our troops belonging to th* 

* State, can have few or none. * * * * X must conclude, and 

* with all esteem, I subscribe myself, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

JOSEPH SHERER, 






Digitized 



by Google 



xoviii 

A 

was elected Sept. 18th, 1775.* Dissensions in his battalion, 

• *^ and veluctance on the part of his soldiers to serve anywhere 

*'^else than in their own immediate neighborhood| indaoed 

him to resign. The letters appended in the note give the 

substance of the story. It was a source of deep regret^ as 

besides being ' fond'f of a military life, he had anticipated 

some reputation by exercising, in behalf of his country, 

the professional experience and knowledge which he pos- 
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SDW^BD 8HIPPBK TO COL. BUBD, AT TINIAK. 

• Lancaster, August 28^ 1775. 
« DiAB Mr. Bubd : — ♦ ♦ ♦ i suppose the slight you have 

* reoeiTed firom those from whom you deserred due respect, is the 

< reason of your resignation. However, say as little about it as 

* possible, for fear of making the breaches wider, as our family have 

* resigned themselves to doing. I know it is expeoted from those 

< who do not muster, that t£ey shall pay. Let us put our trust 

* in God, repent of our sins, mend our lives, and pray to him for a 
' deliverance out of the hand of our murdering enemies, for the 
' battle is not to the strong. * * * * Doctor Smith says that 

< General Tryon has told Lord Dartmouth, in a late letter, that the 

< measures of Parliament won't do ; they must be stopt' 

* XLSCTION Of nSLD 0FFICXB8. 

< Colonel James Burd. 

< The election held at Wm. Dickey's. 
• September 18th, 1775. 

t Pot<,.p. 175. 

X COL. BUBD'b £BT^IB Of BBSiailATIOll, TO GSN. XlffUH. 

« Tinian, December 27th, 1776. 

< Sib : — ^I had the honor to be favored with your orders last night, 

* dated 28d instant, previous to which I had resigned the command 

* of the battalion ; but this morning, by Oapt Crouch, have for- 

< warded your orders to Major Cornelius Cox, who at present com- 
( mands the battalion, (Lieut Col. Murray being taken prisoner at 

< Fort Washington.) I think it my duty to give you my reason for 

< resignation, and the more especiiUly at this time of public 

* If I had had an opportunity of a personal conference, I think I 

< could have convinced you that I not only had reason for this step, 

< but a necessity for so doing. I would inform you that the space 

* occupied by my battalion is very long, between forty and fifty 

* miles in length, and broad withal, that it requires time to oommu- 

< nioate any order, and inconvenient to get the whole battalion to- 

* gether, especially at this season of the year. However, in conse- 
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To return to the child of Joseph and Abigail Shippcn^ 
next in order. 

Anne Shippen, dau. of Joseph and Abigail Shippen, b, 
August 5, 1710; m. January 21st, 1731, to Charles 
Willing. He was b. in Bristol, England, May 18, 

>i|aeDce of the orders yojiieier to, I gare out orders for the 

* whole battalion to meet iniheir districts on Monday, the 9th inst., 
'the middle of which I attended myself; and further directions for 

* all the ofi&cers of the battalion to' meet me at Oarber's Mill, on 

* Tuesday, the 10th inst, to make report of their proceedings. Ac- 
' eordingly, on Tuesday Uiey all met me, and this part was all of the 

* Tolunteers which were to be found, upon which I gave orders in 

< writing, and sent them to every company in the battalion, that the 

* whole battalion should rendezvous at Middletown on Monday, the 

* 16th inst, in order to march by divisions to join General Wash- 
' ington ; and those that were not provided with arms, &c., I pro- 

* mised to have them provided at Philadelphia ; that neither money 

< nor anything should be wanting. I attended, ready to march with 

* the battalion from Monday, the 11th, to Sunday night, the 22d, 
« and not one man turned out but ten, seven of whom were oflBcers, 
' myself included, (except a small company of volunteers commanded 

* by Captain Bloler, of thirty-three, officers in ) whom I 
' marched off. Least I should stand in the way, I thought proper 
' to resign, offering at the same time my personal attendance, and to 
' render any service acceptable, upon notice being given me of such 
' being wantiiq^. Tou will no doubt expect I should give some rea- 

* sons for such conduct in the battalion at this time. I cannot sug- 

* gest any, unless the following may be the reasons.: that three com- 

* panics have already marched to camp, one of which, viz : Captain 
' James Murray, stiU remains there ; thM Captain John Murray has 
' one, which renders the battalion so weak, that they have not more 

* or v^7 few men more left than are sufficient to attend to their cat- 

* tie, &o.; or a late prejudice against myself. I have commanded 
' the battalion ever since our troubles began, with pleasure to my- 

* self, and to the battalion seemingly, for anything I knew to the 
' contrary, and have been able to comply with all orders heretofore 

* given me, which was not the case in the last instance to which 

* you allude ; and from what I have already said, I make no doubt 

* I will stand unimpeached in your judgment, and that of my supe- 
*rior officers, judging that you all know that I have done every 

* thing in my power. After making an apology for troubling you 

* with such a long scrawl, I beg leave to subscribe myself, 

* Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 

'JAMES BURD. 

* To the Hon. Brig. Gen. Thomas Mifflin. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1710, and d. in Philadelphia, Nov. 30, 1754, in which 
place she also d. June 23, 1790.* 

Charles Willing was the son of Thomas Willing, of 
Bristol, merchant, b. Jan. 16, 1679, by Anne Harrison, bis 
wife, whom he m. July 16, 1704. She d. Sept. 11, 1747. 
She was, paternally, the grand-dau. of Gen. Harrison, the 



Qd-dau. of G 
Umi M r 
e'Ui^oi Do 



Begicide,f and maternally theillj^orPorothy Mayne, M%- 

<I pnt it to Tote on the IStb, if I should not march with them, 
« and it was carried against me that I should not. On Saturday 

* morning I was on mj journey to go to Lancaster to see you. The 

* officers advised I should not proceed, but remain to endeavor to 

* get the battalion to march. This they thought more advisable for 

* the good of the service.* 

* The portraits of himself and wife are in the possession of Dr. 
Charles Willing. There is also a portrait of Mrs. Willing at Berk- 
ley, on the James River, Virginia. 

f As the < Regicide' is occasionally mentioned, and as an error 
(hereafter corrected in these pages,) concerning the ancestry of the 
late President Harrison, frequently occurs in the public prints or in 
works of standing, ( e. g. the Republican Courts) I here print a no- 
tice of him, in which I have followed these authorities : 

HoweWs State Trials. London, 1816, toL V. pp. 998, 1008, 
1230, &c. 

The High Court of Justice, hy James Catdfield. London, 1820, pp. 
63, &c. 

Major Gen. Thomas Harrison was bom at Newcastle-under-Line, 
in the county of Stafford. Whatever was his father's situation in 
life, he did not neglect his son, who, after receiving a grammatical 
education, was articled to an attorney, named Hocelker, in good 
estimation in Clifford's Inn, who had an employment under the 
King, and (Lord Clarendon says) discharged his duty faithfully. 
After serving his clerkship,* Harrison joined the company of stu- 
dents in the law, that became, under the command of Sir Philip 
Stapylton, guard to the Earl of Essex, the parliament general. He 
rose gradually until he reached a Majority, and in 1646, at the sur- 
render of the old Palace at Woodstock, was one of the Commissioners 
to receive it. He gained the good opinion of Col. Sydney (Lord 
Lisle's son), at whose request the Commons, January, 1646-7, voted 
that he should accompany Lord Lisle, Sir John Temple, and CoL 
Sydney to Ireland, where his conduct was so meritorious, that he 
was included in the resolution of thanks, and vras raised to a Colo- 

* The Court said to him on his trial, < You are versed in proceedings of law.' 
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fXM^ tbeTMau. of Simon Mayne, another of the Regicides. 
She was certainly a woman of talent and of uncommon edu- 
cation for the times in .which she lived. Some verses of 

nelcy. He became so conspicnous that he was appointed one of the 
Commissioners of the Army to treat with Parliament as to a good 
understanding between them ; and had so much interest that, when 
in November following, his regiment threatened to mutiny, he ob- 
tained their pardon ; for which they showed their gratitude by gal- 
lant service at Preston, in Lancashire, where the Duke of Hamilton 
was defeated. 

When it was dedded to try the King, Col. Harrison was fixed upon 
to bring him from Hurst Castle to Windsor. Lord Clarendon says, 
that he received his royal charge with all outward respect and 
uncovered; and, during the entire journey, his conduct was digni- 
fied, though watchful. He frustrated the King's attempt to escape 
at Bagshot. When Charles, who dreaded assassination, expressed 
to him some apprehensions of secret violence, he answered * that, 

* whatever the Parliament resolved to do, would be very public, and 

* in a way of justice to which the world will be witness.* The part 
he took in the trial was characteristic, and he set his hand and seal 
to the warrant of execution. 

Li 1650 he became a Major General, and was sent to Ireland, 
where he again distinguished himself; but came over with Cromwell 
to assist at the consultation with Fairfax as to his scruples about 
commanding the army against the Scots, which terminated in Fair- 
fax's resignation. 

In October, 1651, Harrison made a brilliant figure in drawing out 
the train-bands and other bodies of men, to the number of 8,000, 
in Hyde Park, preparatory to his going north with Cromwell to meet 
the Scots. At the battle of Worcester, his conduct gave the greatest 
satisfaction to the General and the whole army. 

In the dissolution of the Long Parliament, Harrison was com- 
pletely duped by Cromwell ; but soon discovering the abuse of his 
friendship by him with whom he had so often fought and prayed 
together, he instantly broke with him. Cromwell regarded him as 
a dangerous rival for power. Harrison held him as one who had 
betrayed the public trust, which made his heart swell high for ven- 
geance. In December, 1655, in consequence of his refusal to sub- 
scribe to the new government, the Protector took his commission 
from him and sent him prisoner to Carrisbrook Castle, from which 
he was discharged in 1656; but his opposition to the government 
involved him in new difficulties, and he was shortly after sent as a 
prisoner to Pendennis Castle. Upon his release, he joined Lord 
Grey of Groby in the scheme of destroying the Protector, siezing 
Monk, and erecting the kingdom of Christ. 

At the Restoration, Major General Harrison was siezed by Col. 
Bowyer, at the head of a party of the StaflFordshire militia. He 
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hers, of a religions character; are yet extant ; and ^e haa^ 
writing is remarkably fine. The late Mr. Thomas Willing 
gave te his son-in-law^ Major Jackson^ a book which had be- 

migbt haye ayoided this, as he knew what was designed against 
him; but 'he considered it,* he said, < an act of desertion to the 

* cause to leaye his hoose/ and so remained quietly awaiting the 
eyeut. He was conyeyed to the Tower, and thence to Newgate for 
trial, haying been absolutely excepted from pardon by a clause in. 
the Bill of Indemnity, and was, October 10, 1660, indicted as 
Thomas Harrison, late of Westminster, in the county of Middlesex, 
gentleman. He defended himself exactly as might haye been ex- 
pected of a man of his fearless, resolute spirit, who had neyer 
feared death. He told the Court, that the king's death was not a 
thingjlone in a comer, but that the sound thereof had been heard 
in most nations; that he would not, of himself, offer the least injury 
to the poorest man or woman that went upon earth ; but what he 
did was out of conscience to the Lord. He maintained the authority 
of the commissions under which he acted, and instead of usurping 
an authority, it was, he said, done in the fear of the Lord. The 
Court here interrupted him, and Lord Finch told him, * he must not 

* be suffered to run into these damnable excursions to make God the 

< author of the damnable treasons committed.' 

Nothing intimidated, he argued then, that he had done no wrong, 
because the act was authorized by Parliament, to which that Court 
was inferior, and therefore he was not to be questioned for it ; citing 
a case alike to it in Bichard the Second's time. Upon being told 
that < his countrymen would cry out and shame him,' he answered — 

* May be so, my Lords. Some will, but others, I am sure, will not.' 

Eyery plea he offered being oyerruled, the jury was charged and 
brought in a yerdict of guilty. He was executed at Charing Cross, 
October 13, 1660. On the scaffold his legs and hands trembled ; 
but he assured those who noticed it, that it was an infirmity to 
which he had been subject for twelve years, owing to the yast quan- 
tity of blood lost by wounds receiyed in the battles which he had 
fought Throughout his conduct he exhibited the greatest courage and 
composure. He parted with his wife and friends with gr^at joy and 
cheerfulness, as he did use to do when going on a journey or about 
some service of the Lord. He helped the Seijeant to adjust the 
rope. In his speech from the gallows, he bade them take notice, 
that he was brought thither to suffer death for being instrumental 
in that cause * which God hath witnessed tb my appeals and won- 

< derful yictories : and if I had ten thousand lives, I could freely 

* and cheerfully lay them down all, to witness to this matter.* 

* Then he was turned off,' says the State Trials, * and was cut 

* down alive ; for after his body was opened, he mounted himself, 

* and gave the executioner a box on the ear.' Ludlow says — *He 

* was so barbarously executed, that he was cut down alive, and saw 

* his bowels thrown into the fire.' 
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longed to her, and has her autograph in it. It is yet in Mri. 
Jackson's possession.* Gen. Harrison's portrait; painted on 
panel by Walker, is now in the possession of Dr. Charles 
Willing, who also has one of the mourning rings given at the 
funeral of Anne Harrison ;f another, and that given at her 
mother, Dorothy Mayne's funeral, are in the possession of J. 
Francis Fisher, Esq. This Thomas Willing was (with others) 
the son of Joseph Willing, also of Bristol, by his second wife, 
Ann Lowle, an heiress,^ wh^m he m. May 24th, 1676. 

Charles Willing came out to this city somewhere about 
the year 1729, and settled here as a merchant. He was 
elected Mayor of the city 1748, and again 1754, and died, 
it is said, of ship-fever, contracted whilst in the discharge 
of his official duties.§ He was much respected and esteemed, 

* The title page is torn out; index, as fSar as preserred, begins 
with, 
88. Speeches, and his Migesty's last speech at his martyrdom, with 

many things relating to his death. 
n. Messages, 40 ; only 21 before printed-— declaration from Oaris- 

brooke and Isle of Wight. 
ni. Letters, 86 ; Answer to Commons' Declaration. 
2. Concerning Matters Sacred, 

1. Papers which passed between His Majesty and the Ministers at 
Newport, abont Episcopacy, 1648, &c. 

2. His prayers. 

Seyeral tilings relating to H. M. death ; e. ^. a speech made in 
Latin by Dr. Lotios, &c. 
Verses ; e. g, **A deep groan at the ftmerale," &c. 
After which follows a copy of Eikon Basilke, &c. 
Be-printed in Regis Memoriam, for John Williams, 1649. 
+ She died Sept. 11th, 1747. 

1 The coat of arms of the Lowle family was: — Sa. a hand grasp* 
ing three darts, one in pale, two in saltire, argent. Crest. — A demi- 
eagle erm. rising, wings expanded, baring a leaf of laurel in its 
beak. The seal which belonged to Anne Lewie's father, is now in 
Dr. Willing's possession. ^ 

2 Epitaph — 

* If to be all the wise and good commend, 

< The tender husband, father and the friend, 

< At home beloyed and blest, esteemed abroad, 

< Studious to serre mankind and please his God ; 

* If these f^om death one useful life could saye, 

* Thou had'st not read that Willing fills the graye.' 






both as a merchant and a magistrate. The mercantile house 
founded by his brother Thomas'*' and himself was, it is said, 
esteemed the first of its day in the city ; as proof of which 
is mentioned the facts, that Mr. Morris presided at the 
Merchants' feast (p. 232, posf) given to the Proprietaries, 
and that Thomas Willing (son of Charles) walked at the 
head of the merchants at the famous ' Federal Procession/ 
in 1788. 

L Thomas Willing, b. Dec. 19, 1731 ; d. 19th January, 
1821 ; m. Anne McCall, (^antCy p. Ixxxviii.) The epi- 
taph on Mr. Willing's tombstone, in Christ Church- 
yard, understood to be from the pen of Mr. Binney, 
gives so copious yet condensed an outline of Mr. Wil- 
ling's life, character and services, that other comment 
is unnecessary here.f 
'In memory of Thomas Willing, Esquire, born nine- 

* teenth of December, 1731, O. S.; died nineteenth of Jan- 

* uary, 1821, aged eighty-nine years and thirty days. Tlii« 
' excellent man, in all the relations of private life, and in 
' various stations of high public trust, deserved and acquired 
' the devoted affection of his family and friends, and the 
'universal respect of his fellow citizens. From 1754 to 
' 1807, he successively held the offices of Secretary to the 
' Congress of Delegates at Albany, Mayor of the City of 

* Thomas Willing, son of Thomas of Bristol, came to this city 
somewhere about the year 1726, and established the mercantile re- 
lations of which his youi\ger brother Charles afterwards took charge 
and enlarged, as stated above. He then returned to Bristol, 
where he died. A miniature o^him is in possession of Mr. Fisher. 
The family Bible of Joseph Willing is in the possession of the pre- 
sent Mr. Richard Willing, to whose father it was given by Ann, dau. 
of Richard of Bristol, and grand-dau. of Joseph. This Thomas is 
the person after .whom Willington, now Wilmington, Delaware, was 
originally called. — Mrs, Montgomery's MeminiscenccSt p. 172. 
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' Philadelphia, her representative in the General Assembly, 
* President of the Provincial Congress, Delegate to the Con- 
' gress of the Confederation, President of the first chartered 

< Bank in America, and President of the first Bank of the 
' United States. With these public duties, he united the 

< business of an active, enterprising and successful merchant, 
^ in which pursuit, for sixty years, his life was rich in ex- 
' amples of the influences of probity, fidelity, and persever- 
^ ance upon the stability of commercial establishments, and 
' upon that which was his distinguished'reward upon earth, 
' public consideration and esteem. His profound adoration 
' of the Great Supreme, and his deep sense of dependence 
' on His mercy, in life and in death, gave him, at the close 
' of his protracted years, the humble hope of a superior one 
^ in Heaven.'* 

Thomas Willing and Anne M'Call had issue, (with 
Charles, Georqe and Henrt, d. infants,) 
1. Ann, b. Aug. 1, 1764 ; m. to William Bingham, Ei 
U. S. Senator from Pennsylvania.f They had, 

William, who resides in Paris, m. iBnarlotte, 

Baroness de Yaudreuil, in her^efwn right, ff^ 
Anne Louisa, m. to Lord Aimburton, so well 
known in America a^^e negotiator of the 
Webster- AshburtpnTreaty. 
Maria MAxiLDA^^^to Henry Baring. 

* The discnssion in Imes and Qneries as to < tbe fashion of 
•Brittainy,' (XI. 265/fcan8ea me to note here, that, in nearly 
every letter addre^erM by Mr. E. Shippen, of Lancaster, to his 
nephew at PhiladMhia, Mr. Shippen begins, < Dear Coutin Tommy 
Willing.' ^ 

f For a Afll and glowing account of Mrs. Bingham, one which 
renders ;imything e5e here amMcessary, see Dr. Griswold*s Rqmlh- 
Uean Court. 

6« • 
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Francis Baring,* an eminent London merchant, 
b. April 18, 1740; created Baronet May 29, 
1793 ; m. 1766, Harriet, dan. of 

William Herring, Esq., of Croydon, cousin 
and co-heir of Thomas Herring, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, by her (who d. Dec. 3, 1804)* 
had issue, with others. 

The Rt. Hon. Alexander Baring, 2d son of 
Sir Francis Baring, Bart., b. Oct. 27, 1774, 
was raised to the peerage as Baron Ashbur- 
ton, of Ashburton, county Devon, April 10, 
1835, haying held office during the preyious 
four months as President of the Board of 
Trade and Master of the Mint. He was also 
a Privy Councillor, trustee of the British Mu- 
seum, and D. C. L. of Oxford. He m. Aug. 
23, 1798, Anne Louisa, eldest dan. of the 
% Hon. Wm. Bingham, of Philadelphia, a Sen- 

ator of the United States, and by her (who 
d. Dec. 5, 1848) had issue, five sons. He d. 
^IV .V May 13, 1848. 

WiLUAM Bingham, present Lord Ashburton, 

(Privy Councillor,) b. June 1799 ; m. April, 

1823, Harriet Mary, eldest dau. of George 

John, 6th Earl of Sandwich, and had a son, 

Alexander Montagu, who d. an infant, 

Feb. 5, 1830. 

Francis, b. May 20, 1800; m. January, 1833, 
Clara Hortense, dau. of the late Duke of 
Bassano, and has issue, 

* Burke's Peerage. 
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1. Alexander Hugh. 

2. Denzil Hugh, and a daughter, 
Mary Louisa Anne. 

Frederick, in holy orders, Rector of Itchin- 
Stoke, Hants, b. June 31, 1808 ; m, April 
24, 1831, Frederica Mary Catharine, 3d dau. 
of John Ashton, Esq , of the Grange, county 
Chester, and has issue. 

Alexander, b. May 2, 1810, Lieutenant R. 
N.; d March 12, 1832, on board His Ma- 
jesty's ship Alfred, in the Mdditerranean. 

Arthur, b. Oct. 8, 1818 ; d. at Madeira, Feb. 
16, 1838, unm. 
And four daughters, 

Anne Eugenia, m. 1823, to Humphrey St. 
John Mildmay, Esq., and d. March 8, 1839. 

Harriet, m. to Henry Frederick Thynne, who 
succeeded his father as 3d Marquis of Bath. 

Louisa, 

Lydia Emily. 

Henry Frederick T^yi^ne, Capt. R. N., 3d 
Marquis of Bath, b. May 24, 1797; m. April 
19, 1830, Harriet, dau. of Lord Ashburton ; 
succeeded March 27, 1837 ; d. June 24, 
1837, leaving issue, 

1. John Alexander Thynne, 4th Mar- 

quis, b. March 1, 1831. 

2. Henry Frederick, b. Aug. 2, 1832. 
And two daughters, 

Louisa Isabella Harriet, 
Alice, d. 1847. 
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Henrt, (8d son,) b. 1777; m. April 19, 1802, 
Maria Matilda, 2d dan. of William Bingham, 
Esq., of Philadelphia, (who married 2dl7, 
the Marquis de Blaisell, and d. 1852,) by 
whom he had issue, three sons and two 
daughters, 
Henbt Bingham, M. P. for Marlbo- 
rough, b. March 4, 1804; m. June 
30, 1827, Ladj Augusta Brudenell, 
(6th dau. of Robert, 6th Lord Car- 
digan,) and has issue. 
James Drummond. 

William Frederick, b. August 12, 

1822; m. Nov. 12, 1845, Emily, 

eldest dau. of Sir K. Jenkins, G. C. 

B., and has issue. 

Anna Maria, m. to William Gordon 

Coesvelt, Esq. 
Frances Emily, m. Aug. 19, 1830, 
to Henry Bridgeman Simpson, Esq. 

2. Charles, b. April 7, 1766 ; m. 1st, Hose Evans, 2d, 

Ann Hemphill. 

3. Thomas Mayne, b. April 15, 1767; m. Jane Nixon, 

and d. leaving issuOi 

Elizabeth, m. to John Stirling, of Scotland. 
They have (with Andrew, Elizabeth, 
Dorothea, Mary, and Agnes, d. youngj) 
Anna, m. to Henry S. Cooke. 
Thomas Mayne, 
William, 

John, killed at Inkerman. 
Emma. 
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Charles, (M. D.,) m. Miss Tillinghast. 

AnnE| m. to Mungo Murray, of Lintore, Scotland. 

Emma, (now deceased;) m. to Capt. James Mait- 

land,R.N. 5;^/^ 

4, Elizabeth, b. March 27, 1768, still living; m. to the '"••^ 
late Major Wm. Jackson, of the Revolutionary army. y*^/2RfjP 
They had, (with others, d. young,) ^ * 

Ann, 

Maby Biqal, d. unm. 
Caroline, m. to Mr. Philip Physic. 
William, m. Martha James, dau. of Dr. Thos. 
C. James, d, 9. p. 

" Major William Jackson of the Revolutionary army, was 
born in Cumberland, England, March 9th, 1759, and was 
brought 4o Charleston, South Carolina, at an early age. On 
the paternal side, he was of English, and on the maternal^ 
of Scottish descent j of a highly respectable ancestry. 

Having the misfortune to be left an orphan in his child- 
hood, from the property bequeathed to him by his father, un- 
der the care of his guardian. Colonel Owen Roberts, he re- 
ceived a liberal and classical education, and was enabled to 
support himself as an officer during the war of the Revolution. 

In June, 1775, then in the 17th year of his age, he en- 
tered, as a lieutenant, the first Continental regiment of South 
Carolina Infantry, then commanded by Colonel Christopher 
Gadsden, in which he continued to serve until Major Gene- 
ral Benjamin Lincoln assumed the command of the southern 
department of the Revolutionary army, when, on the recom- 
mendation of his friend. Colonel Charles Cotesworth Pinck- 
ney. General Lincoln appointed him his aid-de-camp, which 
appointment, with that of Captain in the above named regi- 
ment, he held until the close of the war. 
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Lieutenant Jackson was in the expedition to Florida, in 
1778, when the regular Continental regiments under the 
command of General Howe of North Carolina, aided by 
- • • ^t Colonel Cl^irles Cotesworth Pinckney, and other distin- 
*. guished officers, marched from Charleston, crossed the river 
^'^^^ J St. Mary, took possession of Fort Towson, and would 
** have proceeded to St. Augustine, but the British garrison 
there being reinforced, and their supplies of stores and pro- 
visions being nearly exhausted, after some skirmishing with 
the enemy, they were forced to retreat, which they were ena- 
bled to do by the coast navigation, and returned to Georgia, 
after enduring much suffering and privation. 

In May, 1779, Lieutenant Jackson was at the skirmish of 
Tulefinny, and on the 20th of June following, at the battle 
of Stone Ferry, at which his guardian, the brave Colonel 
Roberts was mortally wounded. Before expiring, he took 
an affectionate farewell of his son. Captain Roberts, who was 
in action with him, and of his ward. Lieutenant Jackson. 
Addressing the former, he said : ' My son, take my sword. 
' Never sully it. Return to your duty, with a father's bles- 
sing.' 

On the 9th of October, 1779, Lieutenant, now Captain 
Jackson, being the day on which his commission as such 
was given by Congress, was again in action, in the attack 
made on Savannah by the American and French troops, led 
by General Lincoln and the Count D'Estaing. During the 
assault, which lasted an hour, the loss suffered by the allies 
was frightful, they having had nine hundred men killed and 
wounded. The assailants were repulsed. 

Captain Jackson was in the only sortie made during the 
siege of Charleston, when three hundred Carolinians and 
Virginians led by Colonel John Laurens and Lieutenant 
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Colonel Henderson, rushed into the British entrenchments 
with unloaded muskets, the sword and the bayonet being 
the only weapons used, and after a sanguinary conflict in 
which fifteen or twenty of the enemy were killed, and some 
few made prisoners, succeeded in regaining the American 
lines, having had the misfortune to have Captain Moultrie, 
brother of Colonel Moultrie, slain, and to lose two of their 
men. 

Captain Jackson was at the siege of Charleston, when 
General Lincoln, after a gallant defence of six weeks, was 
obliged to capitulate, and surrender the city on the 12th of 
May, 1780, but not until they had experienced the horrors 
of famine, the works had been pronounced untenable by 
General Du Portail, and every effort of patriotism and cour- 
age had been exerted by the intrepid Lincoln, and ^he 
troops under his command. So near had the British ap- 
proaches been brought, that Colonel Parker, of the Virginia 
line, was shot, leaning on the parapet, as Major Jackson, 
who now ranked as such in his capacity of aid-de-camp, was 
in the act of delivering him an order from General Lincoln. 

After the capitulation of Charleston, General Lincoln and 
Major Jackson, (who were prisoners on parol,) by order of 
General Washington, attended as commissioners for the ex- 
change of prisoners, and among others negotiated their own 
and that of Colonel John Laurens, who, soon after, was ap- 
pointed special Minister to Franco, and Major Jackson ap- 
pointed Secretary to the Mission, 

On the 9th of February, 1781, Colonel Laurens and Ma- 
jor Jackson embarked at Boston, in the frigate Alliance, 
Captain Barry. 

Colonel Laurens was completely successful in effecting the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



object of his misdon.* Owing to his ability and energy, 
he obtained from the French government a large loan; am- 
ple supplies of clothing and military stores, and the co-ope- 
ration of the French fleet under the command of the Count 
de Orasse, which contributed to the capture of Lord Com- 
wallis; and the surrender of Yorktown, in October, 1780. 

Colonel Laurens, after the object of his mission was at- 
tained, returned to America, and was present at the surren- 
der of Yorktown, where he greatly distinguished himself in 
storming a redoubt 

According to instructions from Colonel Laurens, Major 
Jackson proceeded to Amsterdam to receiye the funds, which 
Mons. Necker had sent there, and to superintend the pur- 
chase and shipment of the clothing and military stores, all 
of which arriyed safely in America. 

How Major Jackson executed the trust confided to him 
by Colonel Laurens, a letter of the late John Adams, after- 
wards President, which was published in the Boston Patriot^ 
of the 14th of April, 1810, will show.f 

* The American Reriew, Vol. I, p. 425, contains an acconnt of 
the proceedings of Colonel Laurens in France, from the pen of Ma-^ 
jor Jackson, Secretary to the Mission. 

f AMSTiaDAM, June 27, 1787 — ^wrote Oongress : * Mi^or Jackson 

* has been sometime here, in pursuance of instructions from Colonel 

* Laurens, in ord^ to dispatch the purchase of the goods, and the 

< shipping of the goods and cash for Uie United States, which are to 

< go by the South Carolina. But when all things appeased to be 

* ready, I receiyed a letter from his excellency Dr. Franklin, infonn- 

* ing me that he feared his Ainds would not admit of his accepting 
' biUs for more than 16 thousand pounds stl. The accounts of the 

* Indian and the goods amounted to more than fifty thousand pounds, 

* which shewed that there had not been an understanding sufficiently 

* precise and explicit between the Dr. and the Colonel. There was, 

* howeyer, no remedy but a journey to Passy, which Major Jackson 

* undertook, dispatched the whole business, and returned to Amster- 

< dam in seven days. So that I hope there will be no more delays. 

* Migor Jackson has conducted, through the whole of his residence 

< here, as far as I haye been able to obserye, with great actirity and 

* accuracy in business, and an exemplary zeal for the public service.* 
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After the business in which he had been engaged was 
completed, Major Jackson returned to America, and was ap- 
pointed Assistant Secretary at War, his revered friend, Gen- 
eral Lincoln being the Secretary of that Department, which 
office he held until the peace of 1783. As the war had now 
ceased, and he had attained his 24th year, he was desirous 
of pursuing some business as a future means of support, and 
with this view tendered his resignation to General Lincoln, 
which was accepted in a most kind letter.* 

Soon after. Major Jackson sailed for Europe, for the pur- 
pose of making arrangements for entering into commercial 
business in this country, on his return. On informing Gene- 

* * QBNEBAL LINCOLN TO MAJOR JACKSON. 

< Princeton, Oct. Zdth, 1783. 

' I was this morning honored, my dear friend, with the receipt of 

* your letter of this date, purporting your wish to resign the office of 

* Assistant Secretary at War. 

* While my own ease and couTenience, in a tone loud and explicit, 

* caution me against complying with your request, the more silent 

* and pursuasive voice of friendship and justice prevails, and tells 
*■ me (that) I must sacrifice the former to your interest and happi- 

* ness, and that I must, however reluctlantly, as your future pros- 

* pects in life are involved in the measure, accept your resignation. 

* Permit me, my dear sir, before I take leave of you, to return you 

* my warmest thanks for your meritorious services in the field as my 

< aid-de-camp, as well as for those you have rendered as my assistant 
' in the War Office. Those services, I have the pleasure to assure 

* you, have been seen also, acknowledged and approved by your 

* country. Besides; I have enjoyed real satisfaction in your private 

* friendship. Tour faithfulness and integrity have hourly increased 

< my affection and esteem for you. 

* Adieu, dear friend. That the best of Heaven's blessings may 

* encircle you, that your path in life may be smooth and prosperous, 

* your course through it easy and happy, and that you may finally 
' smile in unceasing bliss, is the prayer of 

* Dear sir, 

* Your affectionate friend, 

«B. LINCOLN. 
< Major Jackson.' 
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ral Wasliington of his inteationsi he receiyed letters from 
him addressed to persons abroad.'*' 

After his return to America, he was but a short time in 
basinessy when by the advice of friends, favored by his own 
inclinations, he determined to study law, which he did with 
that eminent jurist, the late William Lewis, of Philadel- 
phia, on whose motion he was admitted to practice law in 
the Court of Common Pleas, and subsequently in the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylvania. In the year 1787, he was 
elected Secretary to the Convention which formed the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

On making known to General Washington his desire to 
enter on the pursuit of his profession, Major Jackson re- 
ceived the following letter from the Father of his Country.f 

* One of these was not deliyered. 

« Prineeton, Nov. 1st, 1783. 
' Dear Sir : — ^Migor Jackson lias just informed me of his inten- 

* tion to embark next week for Europe. Tho' he has already had 
' the honor to be introduced to you, I could not let him depart with- 

* out expressing my esteem for Ms character, and my wi^ that he 
' may experience any civilities it may be in your power to show him. 

* With the most respectful attachment, I have the honor to be 

< Your Excellency's most ob't and humble serr't, 

«G. WASHINGTON. 

<HlS EXOBLLINOT, DOOT. FbAHKLIN.' 

t 'Philadelphia, Dee 26<A, 1791. 
' DiAa Sib : — At the same lime that I acluiowledge the receipt of 
' your intention to enter upon a professional pursuit, and during the 

* ensuing term propose yourself for admittance as a practitioner of 
« law in the Supreme Court of the State of Pennsylyania, I beg you 
' to be persuaded that my best wishes will accompany you in that, or 
' in any other walk of life into which your interest or inclination 

< may lead you. 

* That your determination is the result of the best view you have 
' of your circumstances and expectations, I take for granted, and 

* therefore shall say nothing which might embarrass the decision ; 

* but with pleasure equal to the justice of it, shall declare to you 

* that your deportment, so far as it has come under my observation, 

* has been regulated by principles of integrity and honor, and that 

< the duties of your station have been executed with abilities, and I 

* embrace the occasion your address has afforded me, to thuik yon 
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After the organization of the gOTemment^ General Wash- 
ington^ then President of the United States^ inyited him to 
join his family as his aid-de-camp and private secretary, in 
which situation he remained with him until the year 1793, 
accompanying him in his tour through the States. 

Major Jackson, after leaving the President's family, was 
induced to defer the i»:actice of the law, and to embark 
again for Europe, early in the year 1795, on an agency for 
the sale of lands for Mr. Bingham, which he successfully 
transacted, remaining abroad for this purpose nearly two 
years. On his return to Philadelphia, he was married on 
the 11th of November, 1795, to the beautiful Miss Eliza- 
beth Willing, sister of Mrs. Bingham, to whom he had been 
engaged for many years. 

On the 14th of January, 1796, President Washington 
appointed Major William Jackson surveyor of the Port of 
Philadelphia, which office he held under the adminis- 
tration of his illustrious Chief, and during the Pre«dency 
of Mr. John Adams, without reproach, until removed by 
President Jefferson for his political adherence to the prin- 
ciples of Washington. 

One allegation made by Mr. Jefferson for removing Ma- 
jor Jackson from office, was that he had influenced the vo- 
ting of the subordinates in the Custom House. An original 
paper signed by all those officers, and now in the possession 
of his widow, is a complete refutation of the charge. 

* for all your attentions, and for tlie serrices which you have rendered 

* me since you have been a member of my family. Let your depart- 

* ure from it be made perfectly convenient to yourself, and believe 
< me to be with sincere esteem and regard, 

* Dear sir, 

• Your affectionate, humble serv't, 

'GEO. WASHINGTON. 
< Majob Jackson.' 
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The opinion Mr. Jefferson entertained of the capacity and 
patriotism of Major Jackson, is shown in a letter which he 
sent to him on hearing of his intention of visiting Europe. 
It was not presented, which accounts for its being in pos- 
session of Mrs; Jackson, and when Mr. Jefferson dis- 
placed him, there was no more reason to doubt his capacity, 
patriotism, or fidelity in discharge of the duties of his office, 
than when this letter was written. 

For several years succeeding his removal from office, Ma- 
jor Jackson was the editor of the Political and Commercial 
Register, a paper devoted to the maintenance of the prin- 
ciples of the Federalists, and the policy of Washington, and 
adverse to the acts of Mr. Jefferson, during his Presidency. 

Major Jackson's companions in arms and associates of the 
Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnnati, having confidence 
in his ability to do justice to the subject, called on him to 
deliver an oration in commemoration of Independence, as 
early as the 4th July, 1786. It was spoken in the Re- 
formed Calvinistic Church, north Fourth street, in Phila- 
delphia, to a crowded audience, who expressed their satis- 
faction at the manner in which the honor conferred on him, 
was performed.* 

* *Mou7U Vernon, 2%th S^t, 1786. 
* Dear Sir : — I have received your letter of the 20th ult, together 
* with the Pamphlets enclosed. I consider your sending the latter to 
' me as a mark of attention which deserves my warmest acknow- 



* 1 cannot join with you in thinking that the partiality of your 
'friends, in assigning to you so honorable a task, prejudiced their 

* discernment. The subject is noble, the field extensive, and I think 

* it must be highly satisfactory, and indeed flattering to a man, that 

* his performance upc(ii such an occasion, is approved of by men of 
' taste and judgment. 

' With sentiments of great esteem and regard, I am 
* Dear sir, 

* Your obd't, humble serv't, 
'Major Jackson. *G. WASHINGTON. 
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In the same Church, as Secretary General of the Society 
of the Cincinnati, Major Jackson, at the request of the 
Pennsylvania Society of the Cincinnati, delivered his eulo- 
gium on the character of the great Washington, before the 
President of the United States, the members of both houses 
of Congress, Mr. Liston, the British Minister, other diplo- 
matic characters, and a large assemblage of the military, 
citizens and ladies, the church being filled to its utmost 
capacity. 

This, like the oration, was much commended, and like it, 
at the request of the Society of Cincinnati, was published. 
The public prints spoke of it as an eloquent production, 
and the author received numerous testimonials from those 
who were present, and from absent friends to whom he trans- 
mitted the pamphlet.* Among which, was a letter from his 
father-in-law, Mr. Thomas Willing. 

In the years 1818 and 1819, his brother officers of the 
Revolutionary army appointed him their Solicitor to Con- 
gress, to obtain for them an equitable settlement of the half 
pay for life. Although not successful in effecting his object, 
owing to the very important and exciting bills then under 
consideration by Congress, he transacted the business en- 
trusted to his care with zeal and ability, and received many 
gratifying letters from various members of Congress, from 
. different sections of the Union, regretting the fate of his 
application, and expressive of the manner in which he had 
conducted his agency. Among them are letters from 
General Harrison, late President of the United States, and 
several of his friends, and the warm friends of the Revolu- 
tionary officers, the late Hon. John Sergeant of Philadel- 

* See also post, letters, p. 308. 
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phia; all eTinoing that Major Jackson, late in life, re- 
tained the talent and energy which had characterized his 
early years. 

On the arrival of General Lafayette in Philadelphia, Ma- 
jor Jackson, at the request of the Pennsylvania Society of 
the Cincinnati and of the citizens, delivered two addresses, 
one at 12, the other at 1 o'clock, in the Hall of Indepen- 
dence, to our country's distinguished friend and guest, 
which were approved by those who had entrusted the grate- 
ful duty to him, and responded to with feeling by General 
Lafayette. 

After Major Jackson's death, which took place in Phila- 
delphia on the 17th of December, 1828, the Pennsylvania 
Society of the Cincinnati passed a resolution to wear crape 
on the left arm for thirty days, and a similar tribute was 
passed to his memory by the State Society of South Carolina. 

Major Jackson had the power, in a remarkable degree, of 
attaching and retaining the friendship of his early friends 
and associates, during life, and his character was such as to 
justify their attachment to him. As a husband, father, 
friend and citizen, he was ever kind, faithful, indulgent, sin- 
cere and patriotic.'^ 

6. Maby, b. Sept 15, 1770; m. to Henry Clymer, and 
had issue. 

6. Dorothy, b. July 16, 1772; m. to Thomas Willing 

Francis, already spoken of. 

7. George, b. April 14, 1774 ; m. 1st, Maria Benezet, who 

d. s. p.; 2d, Rebecca Blackwell, only child of the 
Rev. Dr. Robert Blackwell, for many years Rector of 
St. Peter's Church, in this city. She was a lady of rare 
virtues, of remarkable judgment, and great beauty. 
She d. May 12, 1862. He d. leaving. 
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MabiA; m. to her oonsin; the late Willing Francis, 
son of Thomas Willing Francis. 

Habbiet, m. to the late Henry Rakton. 

Bebecoa^ m. to George P. Thomson. 

Eliza Moobe, m. to Joseph Swift, (as already 
mentioned.) 

DoBOTHY, m. to J. W. Wallace. 

Chables, m. Miss Watson. 

8. BiOHABD, b. Dec. 25, 1775; m. Eliza Moore. 

9. Abigail, b. May 16, 1777; m. to Richard Peters, better 

known to the legal fraternity as Reporter to the U. S. 
Supreme Court. They had, 

Nancy Bingham, 

Sabah, 

Fbank, m. Maria Millar. 

Eliza, m. to John W. Field. 

10. William Shippen, b. Feb. 6, 1779 ; m. Maria Peters, 
and had, 

RiOHABD P. and 

Mabia, m. to Rey. John Spotswood.'*' 

n. Ann, dau. of Charles Willing and Anne Shippen, b. 
July 16, 1738 ; m. to Tench Francis, as already stated. 
'She was beautiful, amiable and accomplished,' says 
an old Bible-entry. 

III. Chables, b. Itfay 80, 1788 ; was a merchant in Barba- 
does for many years, where he m. May 24, 1760, 
Elizabeth H. Carrington, of that place. He returned 

* A descendant of Sir Alexander Spotswood, the famous Govemor 
of Virginia; from whom also descended Mrs. Qen. Washington, 
Mrs. Patrick Heniy, and others. 
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to Pennsylvania, and d. at Coventry farm in Delaware 
county, March 21, 1788.* They had, 

Elizabeth &., b. Sept. 30, 1764; m. to John 
Forster AUeyne, of Barbadoes. They went 
to England to live, and had, 
Haynes Gibbes, John Gay, James 
Holder, Charles, Sarah, Eliza- 
beth, Charlotte and MARGARET.f 
Ann, b. Aug. 25, 1767 ', m. to Luke Morris, of 
Philadelphia. Luke Morris was descended 
from Anthony Morris, b. at St. Dunstan, 
Stepney, London, Aug. 23, 1654, who emi- 
\ grated to Pennsylvania 1683. His son An- 
thony, b. in London, 1682, was the father of 
Anthony Morris, b. in Philadelphia, 1705; 
m. (his second wife) Elizabeth Hudson, a 
descendant of Edward Hudson, a brother of 
Hendrik Hudson, the navigator and disco- 
verer, and by her had (with others) Luke, 
above mentioned. They had, (with Ann, d. 
unm,, Elizabeth Carrington, and Mar- 

GARETTA HaRB,) 

Abby Willing, m. to Justus Johnson. 

Thomas Willing, who m. Caroline Maria, 
dau. of George Calvert, of Riversdale, 
Prince George county, Maryland. 
George Calvert was a son of Benedict 
Calvert, who was a son of Charles, 

* His portrait by West, the first professional performance of that 
artist, is in the possession of Mr. Charles Willing Littell, at Elton, 
Germantown. 

f BetharrCs Baronetage, 8. v. AUeyne. 
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Lord Baltimore^ and balf-brotlier of 
Frederick^ the last Lord Baltimore. 
He d. 12th May, 1852. She d. 25th 
Not., 1842, leaving 
JElOSALIE E., 

Anna M., m. to Francis K. Mur- 
ray, of Maryland. 
George C, 
Julia M. 
Susan Sophia, m. to John S. Littell. Of 
his family I have the following infor- 
mation : 
The ancestors of Mr. Littell, on the father's side, were 
among the earliest settlers of East Jersey. They came 
from Essex county, England, and were among the founders 
of Essex county, N. J.; so called in remembrance of the 
fatherland. To the period of the Revolution they were, 
generally, occupied in agricultural pursuits. The grand- 
father of Mr. Littell was a Captain of artillery in the Revo- 
lutionary army, in which he continued throughout the war, 
participating in thirteen skirmishes, and taking part, with 
his command, in the battles of Springfield, N. J., Oerman- 
town, Monmouth, Trenton and Princeton. At the battle of 
Springfield, at ' LiUeWs Bridgey he derived especial ecl&t 
for conduct and intrepidity, and the effectiveness with which 
he managed a single piece of artillery, keeping the enemy, 
under Knyphausen, in check, and compelling them, finally, 
to retire. 

For his services during the war, Capt. Littell received no 
remuneration ; nor has any ever been received, or applied 
for, by his descendants, although it might have been rea- 
sonably claimed, for, apart from his services, he devoted his 
6 
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whole patrimony to the cause. He reentered the anny, with 
his Captain's commission, at the close of the Revolutionary 
war, and marched, under Gen. St. Clair, in his unfortunate 
expedition against the North-western Indians.'*' 

The mother of Mr. Littell was the youngest daughter of 
Thomas Gardiner, and Susan Elton, daughter of Anthony 
Elton, whose grandfather emigrated from England, it is be- 
liered, in 1697. He was an earnest member of the Esta- 
blished Church of that country, and, with many of his de- 
soendants, lies in the cemetery of old St. Mary's, at Bur- 
lington. The ancestors of his mother, Susan Gardiner, were 
among the earliest settlers of West Jersey ; and very fre- 
quent mention is made of them in Smith's History of New 
Jersey. The first Thomas Gardiner arrived at Burlington 
in the year 1676, from England. He was a substantial Qua- 
ker, one of the founders of the City of Burlington, and a 

* Proprietor of * West Jersey,' and held an honorable place 
in the government. He was, for many years, a member of the 
Governor's Council. He died in September, 1694. Smith, in 
Ohap. XII., Hist. N. J., records as follows : — ^In September, 

* 1694, died Thomas Gardiner. He arrived early at Bur- 
^ lington, went through several public stations in West Jer- 
< sey with a good character, had considerable knowledge in 
'variety of business, and was an exemplary member of 
' society, civil and religious.' 

On page 401 of Smith's History, the death of the son of 
the above, is thus recorded : — 

* In 1712 died Thomas Gardiner, of Burlington, several 

* The family ooat of arms is as follows : — Sa. a pillar ducally 
erowned, or. between two wings expanded, and joined to the base 
of the last Crest : a cook, statant, on an arrow, or. combed and 
wattled gtu See Edmoniton^s * Complete Body of Heraldry,* and also 
WoMifum^s 'Book of FamUy CreeU.' 
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^ times mentioned before. He was well acquainted with 
< pnblic business, a good surveyor, and useful member of 

* society : several years one of the Council, Treasurer of the 

* Western division, and the first Speaker of Assembly after 

* the union of the governments of East and West Jersey/ 

Proud, in the ' Introduction' to his * History of Pennsyl- 
' vania,' says : — ' Thomas Gardiner was a man of eminence 
' among the Quakers and early settlers in Burlington and 

* West Jersey. He served in several public offices, in the 

* government, with honor and fidelity ; was very skilful in 
' a variety of business; a good surveyor, and a very useful 

* member of society ; several years one of the Council, Trea- 
' surer of the Western division, and first Speaker of the 
^ Assembly, after the union of the governments of East and 
' West Jersey, in 1703. He died at Burlington, in 1712.' 
— Proud^s HisU Fenna. pp. 159-60. 

Speaking of the religious state of the early Quaker settlers 
of West Jersey, Proud further says : — ^ Before a house was 
' built in the place, they constantly, at stated times, held 
' their religious meetings under a tent, covered with sail- 
< cloth, till John Woolston had got his house ready, which 
' was the first framed house in Burlington ; at whose house, 
' and that of Thomas Gardiner, they afterwards continued 

* to hold their meetings, both for Divine worship, and the 

* discipline or order of their religious society, till a suitable 

* meeting-house was built for that purpose.' And he adds, 
' Among the women of worthy and eminent character in the 
' same society, at this time, appear to have been Elizabeth 
' Gardiner, Sarah Biddle,' &c. &c. &c. 
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IV. Dorothy, m. to Capt., afterwards Sir Walter Stirling, 
R.N. 

A pedigree,* beginning with ' Willielmus, filins Thoraldi, 
' who had the lands of Calder in the reign of David I, who 
^ came to the Throne in 1224,' traces the family down to 
Sir Walter Stirling, of Faskine, in the county of Lanerk, 
Knt., a captain in the Boyal navy. He was advanced to the 
rank of a lieutenant in the navy in 1745-6 ; and commanded 
a sloop of war in 1757; in 1759 he was promoted to be a 
post captain, and appointed to the Lynn, a forty-gun ship, 
and employed in that ship as a cruiser till 1761, when he 
removed into the Lowestoffe, a new ship, mounting twenty- 
four guns, and in the month of May, 1762, destroyed two 
of the enemy's prames, off Gravelines, after killing and 
wounding a considerable number of the persons on board. 
His first command, after the peace, was in 1763, when he 
was appointed to the Bainbow, of forty guns, and ordered 
to North America, where he continued till 1766, in which 
year he returned to England ; he was then out of commis- 
sion till 1770, when he was appointed to the Dunkirk, of 
sixty guns, as captain to Commodore Mackenzie, who com- 
manded on the Jamaica station. He, in 1771, removed from 
the Seaford, to the Portland, of fifty guns, and soon after 
returned to England, and was paid off in 1772. In 1778, 
he was appointed a regulating captain on the impress service; 
and at the end of the year 1780 was made captain of the 
Gibraltar, of eighty guns, one of the squadron sent to the 
West Indies, under the orders of Sir Samuel Hood, to re- 
inforce Lord Rodney. The expedition against the Dutch 
island, St. Eustatia, taking place soon after his arrival on 

* Betham's Baronetage, 1803. 
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that station^ he was chosen to be the welcome messenger of 
the success, and in consequence received the honor of knight- 
hood ; in the summer of 1781; he was appointed comman- 
der, with the rank of Commodore at the Nore, and hoisted 
his broad penant first on board the Conquestador^ and after- 
wards removed into the Prince Edward, of sixty guns ; he 
quitted this command before the end of the year 1782, and 
in the same year was appointed to the Duke, of eighty guns, 
under Admiral Kempenfelt. Soon after the action with the 
French, with an inferior force, they captured many trans- 
ports fall of troops bound for India. He married Dorothy, 
daughter of Charles Willing, Esq., of Philadelphia, and 
Anne Shippen ;f she died in 1782, aged 45, was buried at 
Drumpellier, near Glasgow; he died in 1786, buried in a 
vault, at Hammondsworth, in Middlesex; in the sixty-ninth 
year of his age, having had issue, 

1. Sm Walter, created a Baronet^^ov. 30, 1800. 

2. Charles, a captain in the navy,f appointed 

commissioner of the navy at Jamaica, in 
June, 1803, who married Charlotte, second 
daughter of Andrew Grote, Esq., of Black- 
heath, in the county of Kent, and a banker 
in London, and had 
Charles, 

* COL. BHIPPBN TO COL. BUED, AT FOET AUGUSTA. 

* Philadelphia, Aug. IKA, 1768. 
<Deab Bbotiieb: — * ♦ * l heartily congratulate you on 

* the safe arrival of our worthy friend Wm. Allen, Esq., "with his 

* two fine daughters, in England, after an agreeable passage of six 
'weeks. They landed at Portsmouth, on the 12th June. This 

* news we received yesterday by the packet. 

* We also learn that Captain Stirling and his lady were to sail the 
< middle of June in a frigate for the Virginia station, and that Mr. 

* Lardner had taken his passage in her. * * * 

f He was a prisoner during the Revolution, post, 288. 
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ANDREW; 

W. Frederick, 

J. Francis, 

C. Dorothea. 
8. Anne, who married her first cousin, Andrew 
Stirling, of Dmmpellier, in North Britain, 
and of London, merchant, the eldest son of 
William, and the eldest grandson of John 
Stirling, provost of Glasgow, bom in 1677, 
the eldest brother of her grandfather Walter. 
She d. June 1, 1830, and had (with Doro- 
thy, Mary, and Eliza, d, young y^ 

William, b. March 18, 1779. 

Walter, b. 1780. 

John, b. Oct. 20, 1786, m. Elizabeth Wil- 
ling, {antey p. cviii.) 
• Charles, b. 1789. 

(Sir) James, b. Jan. 1791, Bear Admi- 
ral, R. N. 

Anna, b. Sept. 1792. 

Dorothea, b. Jan. 1794. 

Andrew, b. Jan. 1795. 

Robert, b. April, 1796. 

Edward Hamilton, b. April, 1797. 

Mary, b. Aug. 1798. 

Agnes. 

Sir Walter Stirling, F. R. and A. S., b. June 24, 1758, 
d. Aug. 25, 1832, a banker in London, Major-commandant 
of the Somerset-Place Strand Volunteers, from 1798 to 
1803; and July 17, 1803, elected Lieutenant-colonel of the 
Prince of Wales' Loyal Volunteers; a justice of peace for 
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the county of Kent ; a governor of Bridewell and Bethlem 
hospitals; a Director of the Globe Insarance Office; and 
high sherifF for the county of Kent in 1804 ; bom June 
24^ 1758 ; elected representative in parliament for Gatton, 
in the county of Surrey, in April, 1798; he married, April 
28, 1795, Susanna, only child and heiress of George 
Trenchard Goodenough, of Broughton Poggis, in Oxford- 
shire ; of Bunstalls, near Shoreham, and of the Grove^ 
near Shooters Hill, both in Kent; and of Both wood, in 
the Isle of Wight, Esq., F.R. S., and one of his Majesty's 
commissioners of taxes, (lineally descended from William 
of Wickham, Bishop of Winchester, which entitles his heirs 
to their education at Winchester college, as kin of the 
founder,) by whom he had issue,* 

Mart Jane, b. March 28, 1795, m. to Sir 

James Flower, Bart. 
Dorothy Anne, b. May 24, 1796, m. to 

J. B. Lennard, Esq. 
Mathilda Georgiana, b. Feb. 27, 1798, 

m. to Sir T. B. Lennard, Bart. 

* Arms — Argent, on a bend engrailed, aznre, between two roses, 
gules, seeded, or. and barbed, yert. three buckles of the fourth, all 
within a bordure, of the fifth ; above the shield is placed a helmet 
befitting his degree, with a mantling, gules, the doubling, argent 
Crest — On a wreath of his liveries a dexter armed arm, issuing out 
of a ducal coronet, grasping a dagger in fess, all proper ; the last 
hilted and pomelled, or. In an escroll above the Crest, this motto. 
Gang forward. And on a compartment below the shield are placed 
for Supporters — Two hinds, purpure, gorged with ducal coronets, 
proper, and semee of estoils, argent. Seat — Shoreham, Kent Ren^ 
dence — ^Pall Mall, London. These arms were allowed the late 
Baronet in consequence of his being a descendant of James Stir* 
ling, of Eeir, and Janet, daughter and heiress of Andrew Stirling, 
of Calder. It is worthy of remark that there are now living (1808) 
four Baronets of this name : Sir Walter Stirling, of Ardoch ; Sir 
John Stirling, of Glorat ; Sir James Stirling, of Uppal ; and the 
present Baronet 
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Walter George, b. March 15, 1802.* Sir 
Walter George, 2d Baronet, m. 18th 
August, 1835, Lady Caroline Francis, 
dau. of John, Earl of Strafford, and 
has,' 

Walter, b. 5th March, 1838. 

Walter Georqb, b. Sept. 6, 1839. 

Frances Mary, 

Harriet Ann. 

V. Mary, b. Sept. 24, 1740, d. March 24, 1814, m. to 
Col. Wm. Byrd, of Westorer, in Virginia. Her por- 
trait is at Berkley, on the James riyer. She is the 
lady mentioned in such complimentary terms by the 
Marquis de Chastellux.f 
Col. Byrd was descended from an ancient family seated 
at Broxton, in the county of Chester. Two pedigrees, in- 
scribed upon parchment, and emblazoned with the coats of 
arms of the various families with whom there were inter- 
marriages, are now in the possession of his descendants : 
one is certified from Herald's College, during the time of 

* Burhe^8 Peerage, 

f ^Travels in America during the years 1780, 1781, 1782. Translated 
by an English gentleman who was in the country during that period, 
Dublin, 1787. 

The Marquis says that he set out for Westover, and traveled some 
twenty-six miles along a very agreeable road, with magnificent 
houses in view at every instant, * for the banks of the James river 
* are the garden spot of Virginia ;* that of Mrs. Byrd, however, 
surpassed them all in magnificence of buildings, beauty of situation 
and pleasures' of society. Mrs. Byrd he describes as a widow, about 
forty-two years of age, very agreeable in conversation, who had 
managed her estate exceedingly well, and speaks of her two daugh- 
ters who had passed the previous winter at Williamsburgh, where 
they had been greatly complimented by M. de Rochambeau, and all 
the French officers. He narrates the troubles she encountered from 
both of the contending parties. 
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Queen Elizabeth ; the other, also certified by the same high 
genealogical authority, is of later date.* 

The founder of the family in America was William Byrd, 
, generally known as ' the first Col. Byrd.' He was a Cap- 
tain in the British service, Auditor General of the Colony, 
Colonel under the Provincial goverment, &c } a man of great 
hospitality and liberality, and especially ' a generous bene- 
factor to the Huguenots. f He m. Mary Horsemanden in 
Kent, and had three dau. and one son, 

William, b. March 28, 1674, d. Aug. 26, 1744. 

^ His vast fortune' (says Campbell,) ' enabled him to live 
' in a style of hospitable splendor before unknown in Vir- 
^ ginia, and to indulge a munificent liberality. His extensive 
' learning was improved by a keen observation and refined 
^ by an acquaintance and corespondence with the wits and 
' noblemen of his day in England. His writings display a 
' thorough knowledge of the natural and civil history of the 
^ Colony, and contain faithful and humorous sketches of the 
' manners of his age. To him is due the honor of having 
* contributed more, perhaps, to the preservation of the his- 
^ torical materials of Virginia, than any of her sons.' 

Some of Col. Byrd's writings, particularly that known as 
the Westover MS. and its burlesque, are now in the posses* 
sion of the American Philosophical Society of this city. 
His extensive correspondence belongs to his descendant, 
Mr. Wm. Byrd Harrison, of Upper Brandon. His portrait 

* There are several of these pedigrees in Virginia. Amongst 
others, one, now in possession of Col. Peyton, deduces the desoent 
of the late Sir John Peyton, of Gloucester, from one of the Knights 
who accompanied William the Conqueror. 

f Charles CamphelVs Hist. Vtrffinia, p. 104, a book which refleotf 
the greatest credit on the author for accuracy and research. 

6* 
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bj Kneller, is at Berkley.* He m. 1, Lucy Parke, dau. of 
the Governor of the Leeward Islands, (from which gentle- 
man also descended Mr. Custis, the first husband of Mrs. 
General Washington,) and by her had 

WiLHELMiNA, m. to Mr. Chamberlayne of Vir- 
ginia, and 

Evelyn, d, unm, 
2, Miss Taylor, an heiress of Kensington, in England, and 
had 

William, of whom presently. 

Ann, , m. to Mr. Carter, of Olives. 

Mart, m. to Mr. Carter, of Sabine Hall. 

* He lies buried in the garden of his seat, Westover, where a 
marble moument bears the following inscription : * Here lieth the 

* Honorable William Byrd, Esq. Being born to one of the am- 

* plest fortunes in this country, he was sent early to England for 

* his education, where, under the care and direction of Sir Robert 

* Southwell and ever favored with his particular instructions, he 

* made a happy proficiency in polite and various learning. By the 

' means of the same noble friend, he was introduced to the acquain- ' 
' tance of many of the first persons of that age for knowledge, wit, 
' virtue, birth or high station, and particularly contracted a most 
'intimate and bosom friendship with the learned and illustrious 

* Charles Boyle, Earl of Orrery. He was called to the bar in the 

* Middle Temple ; studied for sometime in the Low Countries ; visi- 

* ted the Court of France, and was chosen Fellow of the Royal So- 

* ciety. Thus eminently fitted for the service and ornament of his 

* country, he was made receiver general of his Majesty's revenues 

* here ; was thrice appointed public agent to the court and ministry 

* of England, and being thirty-seven years a member, at last be- 

< came president of the council of this colony. To all this were 

< added a great elegancy of taste and life, the well-bred gentleman 

* and polite companion, the splendid economist and prudent father 

* of a family, with the constant enemy of all exorbitant power, and 

* hearty friend to the liberties of his country. Nat. Mar. 28, 1674. 

< Mort. Aug. 26, 1744. *An ^tat 70.* His portrait, a fine old cav- 
alier face, is preserved at Berkley.* — Campbell, p. 113. 

♦ Beverley, B. 4. p. 62, thus alludes to the garden at VTestover: * Colonel Byrd 

* in his garden, which is the finest in that country, has a summer-house set round 
*with Indian honey-suckle, which all the Summer is continually full of sweet 

* flowers, in which these birds delight exceedingly. Upon these flowers I have 
' seen ten or a dozen of these beautiful creatures together, which sported about 
'me so fiftmiliarly, that with their little wings they often fanned my &ce.* 

m 
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Jane^ m. to Mr. Page, of North river. His son 
William, better known as ' the third Col. Bjrd of Westo- 
ver,' was Colonel in the British Provincials. He commanded 
(1758) one of the two Virginia regiments ; Gen. Washing- 
ton commanded the other. He was educated and lived a 
good deal in England. It was at one time contemplated to 
give him the command subsequently bestowed on Gen. 
Stanwix.* He m. 1 Elizabeth Carter, of Shirley, and had 

Elizabeth, m. to 1, Mr. Farley, 2, Mr. Dunbar, 
8, Col. Skipwith. 

William, Captain in the British Guards, d. young, 

John, m. Mrs. Randolph, of Wilton. 

Thomas, m. Mary Armisted, of Hesse. 

Otway, m. Ann Mumford. 
2, Mary Willing, above mentioned, and had, 

Charles, m. Sally Meade and removed to Ken- 
tucky. 

Richard, m. 1, Lucy Harrison, of Brandon, and 
2, Emily Wilson, of Smithfield, Va. 

William, m. Susan Lewis, of Gloucester, Va. 

Maria, m. to John Page, of Frederick county, Va. 

Ann, d, unm, 

Evelyn, m. to Benjamin Harrison,f of Brandon, 

* Post, p. 153. 

t " The common ancestor of the Harrisons of Berkley and of Bran- 
don was. Benjamin Harrison of Surrey. He was born in that cdunty 
1645, and died 1712. It was long believed by the Harrisons of Vir- 
ginia, that they were lineally descended from the celebrated Col. 
Thomas Harrison, the friend of Cromwell and one of the Regicides. 
This opinion, however, appears to be erroneous. The first of the 
family in Virginia was the Hon. Benjamin Harrison, a member of 
the Council in Virginia. He lies buried in the yard of an old church 
near Cabin Point, in the county of Surrey. The following is his 
epitaph : — * Here lyeth the Body of the Hon. Benjamin Harbison, 
* ^«je., who did Justice, loved Mercy, and walked humbly with his 
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and d. leaving 
George, m. Miss Ritchie, and d. leaving 
George, and 
Isabella. 
Wm. Byrd, m. Miss Harrison of Berk- 
ley, and has 
Benjamin, 
Randolph, 

* God ; was always loyall to his Prince and a great Benefactor to his 

* Country. He was bom in this Parish, the 20th day of September, 

* 1645, and departed this Life the 30th day January, 1712-13.* It 
is certain that this Benjamin Harrison, bom in Southwark parish', 
Surrey, Virginia, in 1646, during the civil war in England, could 
not be the son of Col. Harrison, the regicide. He may, however, 
have been a collateral relation. That this Benjamin Harrison, of 
Surrey, was the first of the family in Virginia, is confirmed by some 
ancient wills still preserved. He had three sons, of whom Benja- 
min, the eldest, settled at Berkley. He married Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of Louis Burwell of Gloucester, and was an eminent lawyer and 
sometime Speaker of the House of Burgesses. He died in April, 
1710, aged 37, leaving an only son Benjamin, and an only daughter 
Elizabeth. The son Benjamin married a daughter of Robert (called 
King) Carter of Corotoman, in the county of Lancaster. Two 
daughters of this union were killed by the same flash of lightning 

at Berkley. Another daughter married Randolph of Wilton. 

The sons of this Benjamin Harrison and Carter his wife, were 

Benjamin, signer of the Declaration of Independence ; Charles, a 
general of the Revolution ; Nathaniel, Henry, Colin and Carter H. 
From the last mentioned, are descended the Harrisons of Cumber- 
land. Benjamin Harrison, Jr., of Berkley, the signer, married a 
Miss Basset. Their children were Benjamin, Carter B., sometime 
member of Congress, and William Henry, President of the United 

States, one daughter who married Randolph, and another, who 

married Copeland. So far the Berkley branch of the Harri- 
sons." 

** The second son of Benjamin Harrison of Surrey, first of the 
family in Virginia, was Nathaniel. His eldest son was named Na- 
thaniel, and his only son was Benjamin Harrison, of Brandon, one 
of the council of Virginia, at the same time with Benjamin Harri- 
son, Jr., of Berkley, about the commencement of the Revolution. 
This Benjamin Harrison of Brandon was father of the present Wil- 
liam B. Harrison, Esq., of Brandon, to whom I am indebted for 
most of the foregoing particulars, relative to his ancient and emi- 
nent family. See 8 Hening, pp. 66 and 174." — Carnpbell, p. 165. 
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Shirley. 
Abby, m. to Judge "Wm. Nelson. 
Jane, m. to Carter B. Harrison of Macon, 
brother of the late President Harrison. 

VI. Elizabeth, b. Feb. 10, 1742-3, m. to Samuel Powel, 
of Philadelphia. They had three children, all of whom 
d. s. p., and Mrs. Powel left the bulk of her estate to 
her nephew, John P. Hare, hereafter mentioned, on 
condition that he should change his name to Powel, 
which he did. 

VII. Richard, b. Jan. 2, 1744, m. but d. s. p. 
Vni. Abigail, b. July 15, 1747, d. unm, 

IX. Joseph, b. Oct. 13, 1749, d. an infant. 

X. James, b. Feb. 9, 1750-51, d. Oct. 13, 1801. He 

served as a Captain during the Revolutionary War, and 
had the misfortune to be taken prisoner by the British, 
by whom he wa^ confined on board of one of their 
prison-ships, where he endured great privations and 
sufferings. 

XI. Margaret, J). Jan. 15, 1753, m. Nov. 16, 1775, to 
Robert Hare. She d. . He was the son of 
Richard and Martha Hare of Limehouse,* near London, 

* Richard and Martha haye had, besides the above named Robert, 
X Richard, father of Richard of Bath, who m. a dau. of Sir 

^ HoUis.' 

Jambs, (Rev.) m. a dau. of Sir Thos. Clarges, and had 

Richard, now General Sir Richard Hare Clarges, hav- 
ing changed his name on succeeding to the estate. 
Charlbs, Captain R. N., who m. , and had 

t5| Charlbs, R. N., imd . ^ ^ . ^ f • 

«» V«^\Jr^Hm|OT;^B> y% \p Adralral.Jdlm ^eyande^j j-^^X f^J.f^* »% ■• 



•v^At ^ John, A laWer of lie Inner Temple ^ 
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and was b. at Woolwich, in Kent, 28tli Jan'j, 1752, 
(0. S.) landed at Philadelphia June 4, 1773. A Jour- 
nal of a Tour made by him through the Northern and 
Eastern Colonies, shortly before the Revolution, has 
been printed by the Historical Society. He was a 
member of the convention that framed the Constitution 
of Pennsylvania, and afterwards Speaker of the Sen- 
ate. They had issue, (with Richard, d, young,) 
Chables Willing, b. at Westover, April 23, 

1778. 
Martha, b. Aug. 17, 1779, d. 1852. 
Robert, b. Jan. 17, 1781, m. Harriet, dau. of 
John Innes Clark of Rhode Island, and had 
John Innes Clark, now Judge of Dis- 
trict Court, m. Esther Binney, dau. 
of Hon. Horace Binney. 
Lydia, m. to Frederick Prime, of New 

York. 
Robert Hertford, m. Caroline Flemming. 
George Harrison, U. S. N. 
John Powel, who afterwards changed his name 
by Act of Assembly, to John Hare Powel, 
b. April 22, 1786, m. Oct. 20, 1817 Julia 
de Veaux, dau. of Col. Andrew de Veaux, of 
South Carolina, distinguished as a Loyalist 
officer during the Revolution.^ His wife was 
Anna Maria Verplank, of New York. Col. 
de Veaux's other dau. (Augusta,) m. Philip 
Verplank, of Verplank's Point, N. Y. Mrs. 
Powel d. Dec. 8, 1845. They had 

Samuel, m. Mary, dau. of Hon. Robert 
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Johnston, of Jamaica.* They have 

issue. 
• De Veaux, m. Elizabeth Cooke. She d. 

1845. He d. 1848, leaving one child. 
Henry Baring, m. Caroline, dau. of Hon. 

Richard H. Bayard, of Delaware. He 

d. April 4, 1852, leaving one child. 
Robert Hare, 

Elizabeth and Hertford, d, young, 
Julia, m. to W. Parker Foulke. 
John and Ida. 

Of Dr. William Shippen, already mentioned, (ante, p. 
xxvii) I have no further information than such as is already 
in print, except a few anecdotes. Of his son, I have nothing 
to add to what is already public. I would suggest, how- 
ever, that there must be, I should think, some mistake in 
the notice of him to be found in Dr. Caldwell's autobiog- 
raphy (p, 115) — a work heretofore cited, (ante, p. xxxiii.) 

I have been unable to trace the connection, if any, of Mr. 
William Shippen, a member of the Continental Congress 
from Pennsylvania, or Captain Shippen, killed at the battle 
of Monmouthjf with Edward Shippen, the founder of the 
family here. Nor have I succeeded in ascertaining of what 
kinsmanship was Mr. James Searle, so well and honorably 
known in our Revolutionary History, both as a member of 
Congress and by his diplomatic services, and the Mr. John 
Searle mentioned at p. Ixxxviii. 

* He made a pedestrian tour through Russia, of which he pub- 
lished an account, and was descended from the family of the Mar- 
quis of Annandale. 

f " Mill Family,'** by J. Jay Smith, a most entertaining book. 

• • ' - • "^ ^ 
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Through the kindness of Dr. G. W. Norris, I have oh- 
tained the verses concerning Dr. Franklin, mentioned at p. 
264, post. I give them as a note.* I also add some 

* He thinks the tradition in the family is, that they were written 
by Miss Hannah Griffiths, a grand-daughter of the f^t Isaac Nor- 
ris ; but says that Miss Norris, spoken of by Judge Teates, was 
quite oleyer at verses. The verses themselves appeared in the 
works of Dr. Smith, Provost of the University, (Philadelphia, 
1803,)* with some verbal changes, and were by him ascribed to the 
Rev. Jonathan Odell, (see Satinets Loyalists) ; but incorrectly, as 
appears from the Doctor's own account. At first he attributed them 
to his * dear, deceased wife,' in whose * handwriting* was the copy 
which he * found on his writing-desk ;' then to * her and her dear 
friend, Mrs. Ferguson ;* and then, on the information * of B. R. M., 
Esq.,' to * Mr. OdelL' There can be no reasonable doubt as to Dr. 
Smith's being mistaken, and of Judge Yeates, writing contempo- 
raneously, being correct. 

Inflcriptkm <m a corioiu stove hi the form of an urn, contrived in Buoh a manner 
as to make the flame descend instead of rising from the fire ; invented by Dr. 

FEAHXUir. 

* Like a Newton sublimely he soared 

To a summit before unattained ; 
New regions of science explored, 
And the palm of philosophy gained. 

* With a spark which he caught from the skies. 

He displayed an unparalleled wonder ; 
And we saw with delight and surprise. 
That his rod could secure us from thunder. 

*OhI had he been wise to pursue 

The track for his talents designed. 
What a tribute of praise had been due 

To the teacher and friend of mankind. 

* But to covet political fame 

Was in him a degrading ambition ; 
The spark that from Lucifer came, 
Enkindled tHe blaze of sedition. 

* Let candor then write on his urn, 

" Here lies the renowned inventor, 
Whose flame to the skies Ought to bum. 
But inverted, descends to the centre." ' 

* For this information I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. M'Allister, our 
well-knovn local antiquary. 

>y^&y A-. (hUeC, A^*^ JtnmX y*tAju, 
^ tfZSi<^,-^ ^M>:pUtC, C^fia//* UZ. . JW 
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curious verses upon the celebrated Meschianza; written by 
an ardent loyalist lady, whose sentiments doubtless fully 
accorded with those of Mr. Galloway.* 

I have thus completed these notices and edited these let- 
ters and papers with such care and skill as I was master of. 
My object has been to gather together and preserve infor- 
mation not likely to be much longer attainable^ and by 
accuracy^ if possible^ of name^ date and fact^ to correct 

* The following lines upon the Meschianza were written by a 
lady, a member of the Society of Friends, residing at the time in 
Phnadelphia, 

Answer to the Question * What is UV 

A shamefol scene of dissipation. 
The death of sense and reputation ; 
A deep degeneracy of nature, 
A frolic *for the lash of satire ;* 
A feast of grandeur fit for kings, 
Formed of the following empty things : — 
Ribbons and gewgaws, tints and tinsel. 
To glow beneath the historic pencil ; 
(For, what tho' treason now stands neuter, 
How will it sparkle — ^page the future.) 
Heroes that will not bear inspection, 
And glasses to reflect reflection ; 
Triumphant arches raised on blunders. 
And true Don Quixotes made of wonders. 
Laurels, instead of weeping willows. 
To crown the Bacchanalian fellows ; 
The song of victory complete. 
Loudly re-echoed from defeat ; 
The fair of vanity profound, 
A madman's dance — a lover's round. 

In short it's one clear contradiction 

To every truth (except a fiction) ; 

Condemnecrby wisdom's silver rules, ^ % \ »* 

The blush of sense and gaze of fools. %m «• V 

But recollection's pained to know .1****^ . #f» f ^ 

That ladies joined the frantic show; \M $%j% 

When female prudence thus can fail,. ^ l7^ * • » • 

It's time the sex should wear the veiL^ Jl #1 » f| t » -' v H • V ^ 
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oxxxyiii 

some errors which already prevail. Whether or not I have 
accomplished my object ; what have been my shortcomings, 
either through lack of materials or my own defects ; what 
the value of the facts preserved, must be left to the judg- 
ment of others.* 

It certainly would have been far easier and more agree- 
able, and the temptation was great, to have woven these 
notices and letters into a consecutive narrative; to have 
attempted to portray in my own fashion the habits, manners 
and actions of these people ; how they bore themselves in 
the trying situations in which many of them were placed ; 
what was their behavior when duties clashed, or when duty 
conflicted with afifection, for it will be seen that of the same 
family some were Whigs and others Loyalists; what was 
their social intercourse; what their individual peculiarities; 
how their joys were tempered and their griefs assuaged; 
how they lived, and loved, and died. Indeed, portions of 
such a memoir are already in existence, detached sentences 
from which appear in the foregoing pages. But as I de- 
sired merely, in the present volume, to give nothing but 
facts, I have rigorously abstained from inserting anything, 
which did not as mere matter of fact illustrate the character 
of the individual spoken of. 

* A few pages of the following letters were not corrected by me 
before finally passing through the press : hence one or two errors 
have occurred. The letter dated Sept. 13th, 1758, (p. 28) should 
have been 1768. The reply of the prisoner (p. 144) should have 
been — * Que leur dessein etoit d*attaquer toutes nos gardes avancez, 
*et de les suivre s*ils pourroient dans les retrenchmens.* *The 
* case of the Court of Chancery* (p. 1, et seoj is in the appendix to 
1 Dallas Rep. 609, from a certified copy. '•The MS. from which 
that given here was printed, came from the papers of Col. Shippen, 
for many years Secretary to the Province. Mr. Peters* letter (p. 



^J%^ m^ that given here was printed, came from the papers of Col. Shippen, 

A ___ £#aJ ^^^ many years Secretary to the Province. Mr. Peters* letter (p. 
41% « A if Aif; 97) should have been dated at Philadelphia. Some literal or verbal 



' ^^ errata also might be made: but they correct themselves to the 



•^•V% W^'^ readw. 
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Death of Jllrs. Bard. 

]VIrs. Eliza Howard Burd, widow of the 
late Edward Shippex Burd, died yesterday 
morning, April 6th, 1860, in the sixty-eighth 
year of her age. Mrs. Burd*s maiden name 
was SiMMS, and she was an only daughter of 
WooDROPP SiMMs, of the firm of Joseph 
and WooDROPP Simms, who were large ship- 
ping merchants, formerly engaged in the Can- 
ton Trade. Mrs. Burd's father died in 1793, 
of yellow fever, while she was a child, and 
left her to the guardianship of Joseph Simms. 
He built the house at Ninth and Chesnut 
streets, which has been for many years the re- 
sidence of the deceased. Mrs. Burd was 
married at the age of eighteen to Edward 
Shippen Burd. He died in September, 
1848, worth over a million dollars. Mrs. 
I Burd, in addition to the absolute bequests 
under her husband's will, was entitled to re- 
ceive the income of nearly aU his estate during 
her life. Though she expended this income 
profusely in charities, her estate has, never- 
theless, grown, and has increased to about half 
I a million. She spent many thousands of dol- 
\ lars each year in charities, in a quiet way. 
: Speculation is rife on the subject of the dis- 
;. position of her property, but it is generally 
supposed, from her habits of bencivolenoe while 
living, that the larger part of it has been left 
i by hev for charitable and humane pui-poses. 
Under the directions of Mr. BaRD'rt will, 
the lot at the south-west corner of Nintli and 
Chesnut will, within a year, be improved by 
the erection of a handsome building, to con- 
tain four large stores on Chesnut street, 
150 feut deep. This property, as improved, 
is to be divided into ten equal parts ; tiie dis- 
position of two of which was left to Mi»s. 
Burd, The remaining eight shares are dis- 
tributed equally, as follows : To the Kev. Dr. 
DuQACHST, Rector of St. Stephen's church; 
the Corporation of St. Stephen's churcii; 
Thomas M. Willixo, Hexp.y Bkock- 

HOLST LjViyr;sT(>yT7, W^T. ^f('TTV^!XE, 

^irs. Maitland, Eli K. Price and Joseph 
B. TowNSEND. The remainder of the es- 
tate is devised to different persons specified in 
the wjU. 
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JtxmknAL^v Mrs. Edward Shippen^ j 
d^ixBDy AT St. StKPHEN*s Church. — According * 
to the announcement made in the daily papers, j 
the obsequies of the late Mrs. Edward Shippen 1 
Burd took place yesterday afternoon, at ^t. Ste-i 
phen's Episcopal Chl|rcji; ' "Tenth street, above J 
Chfi&nat.. .^«. -::..J -^ 1 ^. | 










In antidpation of the Arncral, a great concourse 
of persons, mainly females, gathered along the 
north side of Chesnnt, between Ninth and Tenth 
streets, and up Tenth to the door of the Church. 
There was no confusion, but considerable curiosity 
was manifested in advance of the appearance of 
the ftineral train. 

At a quiEirter past four o'clock, the funeral pro- 
cession If^ft the late residence of Mrs. Bubd, in ' 
the fbllowing order :— 

phlldren of St. Stephen's Parish School. 

Veatry of St. Stephen** Charch. 

MiMical Attendants. 

' Dn{. PAXcoxar, Pakcoast, Jr., and IM-'KOlison. 

Family Domestics. 

Clergy. 

COKFSE. 

Pall Bearers. 

Family Cantace. 

Matrons, Children, Ac., of Bubd Orphan Asylum. 

BelatiTes and Friends. 

iLofig before the hour named for the funeral ex- 
rcises, all the seats in the church, except those in 
^ n^iddle aisle, w^ich were reserved for the indi- 
idiials composing the funeral train, were occu- 
jbled by ladies and others. As the procession en- ' 
t^rcKl ^e church, the choij: sang an appropriate 
&r;ge. The colfin was placed at the head of the 
iniddie aisle, and the people took their phices.— 
' Tfe gas had been lit all over the edifice, owing to 
' the darkness of the day, and the scene at this mo- 
l' ment was truly impressive, seen by the artificial 
light. The pulpit and other portions of the church 
were draped in mourning. The clergy then took I 
their places, in their surplices— Rev. Dr. H. W. 
i , ^ DircACHET, pastor of the church, reciting the 
'> • opening of the burial service, as tlie body was 
placed at t^e head of the aisle. 

Tlie beautiful and impressive service of the 
Episcopal Church was then proceeded with. Dr. 
DucACHBT conducting aU the services. 

Among the clergy present we observed the fol- 
lowing :— Rev. G£ORG£ Dubbobrow, Rev. Dr. 
Morton, Rev. Dr. Vinton, Rev, Dr. Harb, 
Rev. Wm. Harb, Rev. Dr. Wilmer, Rev. Mr. 
Van Pelt, Rev. Mr. McRab, Rev. Mr. Palmeb. 
We understand that Bishop Potteb and Bishop 
Bowman were also present during the exercises, 
which were prolonged, yet solemn and affecting. 
Dr. Ducacbet appeared almost overcome with 
emotion at certain passages of the service. After 
an address, commemorating the great virtivi^ of 
the deceased, the body ^nur deposited in the vault 
attached to the church. The coffin is a remark- 
ably expensive one, nuidel)y Cyrus Ho^nk, who, 
together with Mr. T. <'. Seeds, had ch^j£e of the 
funeral. It is made of red c^4^i% cui»hf3fu;d and 
h'ned with white satin, and covopkl with tlie finest 
black doth. There|Are thr^c handles ou ertiqli>>ide, 
with one at the hefid and one at the foot. Tliese ^ 
handler, with the fifctes beneath them, are of gold, 
and the heads of au the screws are of the same 
precious metal; {the hd is fiat and is miido doiible. 
It is said that tli^ is nearly one thonstnd doUara 
ivorth of gold about the coffin. \ j 

'^ITlfnT-On Tuewlar PvetiiTiL-, 6t3» hrstji ™RBffiSB|6Sr/; - 

ard Bura, relict M tJie late JOdward {^hippen J5uni. ' ""'-^ • ^ 

The ttiends of the family arc iirtitod to att<!ud the ftmer/^ :\r> 

, ral*«rvices, at St. StcpUea'g Church, on Tuesdav MKer^^: > t^ 

^nojjjin, punctually at 4 Ji o'clock. _ ' *f 
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This book should be reti 
the Library on or before the li 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is t 
by retaining it beyond the a] 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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